
[bookmark: _Hlk204868512]SANTA CLARA CITY COUNCIL 
WEDNESDAY, FEBURARY 11, 2026
MEETING MINUTES

THE CITY COUNCIL FOR SANTA CLARA CITY, WASHINGTON, UTAH, met for a Regular Meeting on Wednesday, February 11, 2026, at 6:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers located at 2603 Santa Clara Drive, Santa Clara, Utah. The meeting will be broadcasted on our city website at https://santaclarautah.gov.
[bookmark: _Hlk204868730]
Present:		Mayor Jarett Waite
		Councilman Justin Caplin
		Councilwoman Christa Hinton
		Councilwoman Dave Pond
		Councilman Mark Heindrickson 

Excused:	Councilwoman Janene Burton

Staff Present:	Brock Jacobsen, City Manager
Selena Nez, City Recorder
Matt Ence, City Attorney
Jim McNulty, Planning Director
Cody Mitchell, Building Official 
Dan Cazier, Fire Chief
Dustin Mouritsen, Public Works Director
Ryan VonCannon, Parks Director
Jaron Studly, Police Chief

1. Call to Order
Mayor Waite called the regular scheduled meeting to order at 6:02 p.m. The mayor welcomed everyone and noted that council members present included Councilman Justin Caplin, Councilwoman Christa Hinton, Councilman Dave Pond and Councilman Mark Hendrickson. Councilwoman Janene Burton was excused. 
2. Opening Ceremony
Pledge of Allegiance: Councilman Pond
Opening Comments: Fr. Joel S. Garavaglia-Maiorano, senior chaplain IHC
3. Conflicts and Disclosures
No other conflicts were disclosed by council members.
4. Working Agenda
A. Public Hearing(s) 6:00 pm

1. Public Hearing to receive public comments regarding the Traffic and Transportation Impact Fee Facilities Plan and Impact Fee Analysis.

Public Works Director Dustin Mouritsen explained that in 2024, the plan was adopted without a resolution and public hearing. Building Official Cody Mitchell had noticed this oversight. Mouritsen noted that the impact fee would decrease by 4.4%, from $3,778 to $3,610. He also mentioned that they would like to amend the road master plan to show the Caymus Lane extension, which is up for development.
Mayor Waite opened the public hearing at 6:06 PM. No comments were received from the public, and the hearing was closed.

2. Public Hearing to receive public comments regarding a sewer easement vacation as per Section 10-20-208 of State Code for the Cole West Subdivision.

Planning Director Jim McNulty presented maps showing the sewer easement that needed to be vacated. The easement runs through both residential and commercial portions of the Cole West subdivision.
City Attorney Matt Ence clarified that the easement is jointly owned by Santa Clara, Ivins, and St. George, so all three cities need to approve the termination. He also explained that the easement would be replaced by utilities running in the new road that will be part of the subdivision, and that the termination wouldn't be recorded until the subdivision plat is ready to be recorded.
Councilman Caplin asked for confirmation that the easement wouldn't be necessary because it would follow the roads being put in. Matt Ence confirmed that the road would extend unbroken between Rachel Drive and Red Mountain Drive, accomplishing the same connection but not following the exact same course.
Mayor Waite opened the public hearing at 6:11 PM. No comments were received, and the hearing was closed.

3. Public Hearing to receive public comments regarding of an On-Premise Alcoholic Beverage License (Class D) for Brody’s Mexican Restaurant.

Jim McNulty presented the application from Brody's Mexican Enterprises Inc. for an on-premise alcohol beverage license (Class D) for their restaurant to be located at Country Lane Commons. Al and Brody Garcia were present representing the restaurant.
McNulty explained that state code requires such establishments to be a minimum of 300 feet away from community locations like churches, schools, parks, playgrounds, or libraries. He presented proximity maps showing that the restaurant would be approximately 1,200 feet from the library, 1,000 feet from the seminary building, and 1,300 feet from the junior high school, all well beyond the minimum requirement.
McNulty noted that the applicants had applied for their criminal background check that day, which would take about a week to process. He suggested that council could approve the application subject to receiving a satisfactory background check.
Councilman Pond asked about proximity to the city pool. McNulty confirmed this distance was approximately 600 feet, well over the required minimum distance.
Mayor Waite opened the public hearing at 6:19 PM. No public comments were received, and the hearing was closed.

4. Public Hearing to receive public comments regarding a Single Event Liquor License and Special Event Permit for the True Grit Epic Bike Race. 

Jim McNulty presented the application for a special event permit and single event liquor license for the True Grit Epic bike race. The event would be held March 19-21, 2026, with up to 1,000 people expected to attend. The application included plans for a small beer garden on Friday and Saturday after racers finish their event.
Cimarron Chacon, the event organizer, joined the meeting online and mentioned this would be their sixteenth year hosting the True Grit event and the fourteenth year in Santa Clara. She explained that they notify neighbors about the music and the event by sending postcards to everyone in the area, which has been their standard practice for the past four years.
Mayor Waite noted that in his ten years on the council, he had never received a complaint about this event from residents.
Mayor Waite opened the public hearing at 6:25 PM. No comments were received, and the hearing was closed.

B. Consent Agenda
1. Approval of Minutes and Claims:
· January 28, 2026, City Council Work and Regular Meeting
· Claims through February 11, 2026

2. Calendar of Events:
· February 16, 2026, Presidents Day (Offices Closed)
· February 25, 2026, City Council Work and Regular Meeting
· March 11, 2026, City Council Work and Regular Meeting

   Motion: Councilman Caplin moved to APPROVE the consent agenda as presented. Councilman Hendrickson seconded the motion. Roll call vote: Hendrickson - Aye, Pond - Aye, Hinton – Aye and Caplin - Aye. Motion passed unanimously. 

C. General Business

1. Discussion and action to consider approval of Traffic and Transportation Impact Fee Facilities Plan and approve Resolution No. 2026-05R. Presented by Dustin Mouritsen, Public Works Director. 

The Council discussed approving both the Transportation Impact Fee Facility Plan and the amendment to the road master plan to add Caymus Lane.

   Motion: Councilman Pond moved to APPROVE the Traffic and Transportation Impact Fee Facilities Plan and approve Resolution No. 2026-05R with the extension of Caymus Lane. Councilman Hendrickson seconded the motion. Roll call vote: Hendrickson - Aye, Pond - Aye, Hinton - Aye, and Caplin - Aye. Motion passed unanimously. 

2. Discussion and action to consider a Sewer Easement Vacation as per Section 10-20-208 of State Code for the Cole West Subdivision. Presented by Jim McNulty, Planning Director.

Following the earlier public hearing presentation, council moved to take action on the item.

   Motion: Councilwoman Hinton moved to APPROVE a Sewer Easement vacation as per Section 10-20-208 of State Code for the Cole West Subdivision. Councilman Pond seconded the motion. Roll call vote: Hendrickson - Aye, Pond - Aye, Hinton - Aye and Caplin - Aye. Motion passed unanimously. 

3. Discussion and action to consider approval of an On-Premise Alcoholic Beverage License (Class D) for Brody’s Mexican Restaurant. Presented by Jim McNulty, Planning Director.

Councilman Caplin emphasized the importance of receiving the criminal background check. The applicants explained they had been confused about whether the background check was for the city or the DABC.
Council members expressed their excitement about having Brody's Mexican Restaurant come to Santa Clara, with Councilwoman Hinton and Councilman Hendrickson noting they were fans of the Cedar City location.

   Motion: Councilman Hendrickson moved to APPROVE of an On-Premise Alcoholic Beverage License (Class D) for Brody’s Mexican Restaurant conditioned upon receiving a clear criminal background check from the Washington County Sheriff. If the background check comes back clear, Jim McNulty can proceed with approval; if not clear, the matter would return to City Council for discussion. The motion also included providing written consent to the Alcoholic Beverage Commission as per Utah Code 32B-9-210. Councilwoman Hinton seconded the motion. Roll call vote: Hendrickson - Aye, Pond - Aye, Hinton - Aye and Caplin - Aye. Motion passed unanimously. 


4. Discussion and action to consider approval Special Event Permit and Single Event Liquor License for the True Grit Bike Race. Presented by Jim Mcnlty, Planning Director. 

Following the earlier public hearing presentation, council moved to take action on the item.

   Motion: Councilwoman Hinton moved to APPROVE a Special Event Permit and Single Event Liquor License for the True Grit Bike Race. Councilman Caplin seconded the motion. Roll call vote: Hendrickson - Aye, Pond - Aye, Hinton - Aye and Caplin - Aye. Motion passed unanimously. 

5. Discussion and action to consider approval to appoint a representative to the Mosquito Abatement and approve Resolution No. 2026-07R. Presented by Mayor Waite. 

Mayor Waite presented his request to be appointed to the Mosquito Abatement Board. He explained that he had previously served on this board and they had requested his return. He also noted that Santa Clara has concerns about a certain type of mosquito infestation.
Councilman Hendrickson commented that continuity on the board was important.

   Motion: Councilman Pond moved to APPROVE to appoint a representative to the Mosquito Abatement and approve Resolution No. 2026-07R. Councilwoman Hinton seconded the motion. Roll call vote: Hendrickson - Aye, Pond - Aye, Hinton - Aye and Caplin - Aye. Motion passed unanimously. 

6. Appoint Council Assignments. Presented by Mayor Waite.

Mayor Waite distributed council assignments based on the forms council members had previously submitted indicating their preferences. He mentioned that he had put both Councilman Hendrickson and Councilman Caplin on the orchard committee due to their shared passion for it. He also explained that he had separated the police and fire department liaison roles to ensure both departments receive adequate attention.
Mayor Waite encouraged the liaisons to truly engage with their assigned departments, stating he would ask department heads to invite their council liaisons to lunch at least once a year to build relationships and identify areas where they might need support from council.
No formal action was taken on this item as it was informational only.

7. Appoint Mayor Pro-Tem. Presented by Mayor Waite.

Mayor Waite requested that this item be tabled until all council members could be present, noting that Councilwoman Burton had strong feelings about this matter.

   Motion: Councilman Hendrickson moved to TABLE appointing Mayor Pro-Tem. Councilman Pond seconded the motion. Roll call vote: Hendrickson - Aye, Pond - Aye, Hinton - Aye and Caplin - Aye. Motion passed unanimously. 

8. Discussion and action to consider approval of the Fiscal Year 2026-2027 Budget Schedule. Presented by Brock Jacobsen, City Manager. 


City Manager Brock Jacobsen presented the budget schedule, highlighting March 5 as a key date for the budget retreat. The retreat would typically run from approximately 11:00 AM to 4:00 PM or later depending on discussions. Jacobsen explained that at the retreat, department directors would present their budgets, including standard operating expenses and lists of capital needs, and council members would share their goals and priorities.

   Motion: Councilwoman Hinton moved to APPROVE of the Fiscal Year 2026-2027 Budget Schedule. Councilman Caplin seconded the motion. Roll call vote: Hendrickson - Aye, Pond - Aye, Hinton - Aye and Caplin - Aye. Motion passed unanimously. 

5. Reports
A. Mayor / Council Reports


Councilman Justin Caplin reported attending the director's meeting and touring the power department with Gary, noting it was a fascinating experience learning about electricity beyond just flipping switches at home.

Councilwoman Christa Hinton reported on the Legislative Policy Committee (LPC) meetings she attended on February 2 and February 9. She highlighted concerning bills, including HB 501 which would impose a significant fee for water infrastructure projects amounting to $241.19 per month per connection, and HB 184 which creates a preferred land use designation for starter homes on 4,500 square foot lots that would be automatically approved if cities don't act within 30 days. She also mentioned HB 241 which would give charter schools and cities joint first right of refusal on school properties being sold. Hinton also reported attending the Santa Clara 250 interview with George Washington, the 250 kickoff celebration, and the Bills, Rights and Bites event for the Chamber of Commerce.

Councilman Dave Pond reported on attending the Utah Air Quality Board meeting, which primarily focused on issues affecting the Wasatch Front. He also attended the 250 kickoff and interview with George Washington, noting the impressive attendance at these events, particularly among youth. He reported on the solid waste board meeting, mentioning the ongoing "no batteries in the trash" campaign, which has been promoted in the city newsletter.

Councilman Mark Hendrickson reported attending the 250 events and his first Flood Control Authority meeting where he was nominated as vice chair after former Mayor Rosenberg initially suggested he serve as chair. He explained that the Flood Control Authority has an $8 million budget and has historically leveraged that for additional funding from other government entities. He also mentioned meeting with Gary from the power department.

Mayor Waite: reported attending Technical Review Committee and directors meetings, noting the high caliber of the city's department heads and management. He shared information about upcoming events, including the Professional Pickleball Association tournament at Black Desert (March 23-29) and the Bank of Utah PGA Tournament (September 28-October 4), which coincides with the St. George Marathon. He attended the Washington County Mayors Association meeting in Hilldale, where it was discussed that cities would be moving forward with a 0.33% EMS sales tax increase. He also attended a Utah Infrastructure Agency (Utopia) meeting and reported that while the network's growth overall is strong, Santa Clara's take rate remains stagnant.

City Manager, Brock Jacobsen announced several upcoming conferences: 
· Utah League of Cities and Towns Spring Mid-Year Conference (April 22-24)
· Utah City Managers Association conference (April 20-22)
· American Public Power Association's congressional summit (February 22)
· National League of Cities Congressional Rally (March 15-19)

He also mentioned a tentative date for the public safety work group meeting on February 19 at 1:30 PM, where they would discuss the updated agreement.
6. Closed Meeting Session 
Mayor Waite confirmed there was no need for a closed meeting session.

7. Adjournment
   Motion: Councilwoman Hinton moved to adjourn. Councilman Hendrickson seconded the motion. All in favor. Motion passed unanimously. 

The City Council meeting was adjourned at 6:57 p.m.
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___________________________________________
Selena Nez
City Recorder

Approved:  	        February 25, 2026      	
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