Emery County Public Lands Meeting
January 6, 2015
10:00a.m. Emery County Courthouse

Present:  
PLC:  Ed Geary, Rod Player, Jon Gilbert, Sherrel Ward, Mistie Christiansen
PLC Staff:  Ray Petersen, Tammy Tucker

Public:  Kirk Robinson, Jonathan Bailey, Aaron Farmer, Scott Jackson, Kristi Maxwell, John Anderson, Matt Blocker, Kelsey Berg, Wayne Ludington, Mike Olsen, Paula Wellnitz

Excused:  Jonathan Hunt, Hannah Lockhart
1. Welcome:  Ed welcomed everyone and opened meeting.  
2.  Approval of Minutes:  John Gilbert made motion to accept the December 2, 2014 PLC Meeting Minutes as recorded, seconded by Rod Player, motion carried. 
3.  Chairman Comments:  Ed stated it is a new year and the County Commission has their first official meeting of the year later this afternoon.  Commissioner Paul Cowley has been appointed the lead contact for the Commission with the Public Lands Council.  The Commission is receiving applications for positions on the PLC Board until January 9th so if you are interested, please apply.  Appointments will be made in the January 22nd Commission Meeting.
4.  County Commission Report on Land Use Bill:  Randy stated that Washington delegation staff is going to start putting the language together and once they start coordinating and moving it online they will create some maps and they will get a draft out sometime early this year.
Ray reported that in regards to the other counties there will be some meetings taking place and has a call with Chaffetz’s Office tomorrow to be updated on what the counties have done.
5.  Utah Rock Art Research Association Presentation:  Diane Orr and John Bailey gave a presentation on rock art in the Molen Reef area of the county.  They are working to catalog and document these sites and their objective is to preserve and protect these sites from future oil & gas activity.  
6.  Agency Reports and Council Member Comments: 
Division of Water Rights (DWRi):  Marc reported on HB 43 being sponsored by Kay McIff which requires irrigation companies to act on use change requests in a timely manner.  Ed mentioned that at our meeting last month it came up whether or not the council wants to take a position on this bill.  Sherrel made a request that McIff be invited to present his side and visioning behind the bill.  Ed stated that maybe we should hear from our water conservancy and water companies and any impacts they feel there might be.  Ray stated that we should confer with the County Commission regarding this bill before the council makes a decision.
Division of Oil, Gas and Mining (DOGM):  None
Division of Wildlife Resources (DWR):  Robby Edgel reported that last month and the next coming month the fishery will begin to excavate a pond at Fuller’s Bottom and it will be used as a hatchery for the Round Tail Chub, a sensitive species, likely to be nominated for listing as threatened or endangered.  Proposals are being submitted for habitat projects for the upcoming 
Public Lands Meeting

January 6, 2015

Page 2

year through the watershed restoration initiative process.  One of the projects being proposed for Emery County is tamarisk removal at Fuller’s Bottom to improve the habitat for upland game hunting.
The Divisions Law Enforcement is beginning their winter range patrols for any illegal activity.  They had an incident near the Huntington Power Plant where a mountain lion fell through the ice.  It was rescued and was relocated to a secret location on Nine Mile.  Robby stated he has proposed a project to the Division for chuckar guzzlers to increase the opportunity for chuckar hunting and hopes that this will help get youth involved in hunting.  
School and Institutional Trust Lands Administration (SITLA):  None
Manti-LaSal National Forest (MLNF):  Darren reported that the Greens Hollow EIS final supplemental EIS will be out in the next couple of weeks and should also include the draft Record of Decision (ROD).  
Utah Grazing Improvement Program (GIP):  None
Utah State Parks & Recreation:  Aaron reported that they are catching up on maintenance at all the parks.  The Golf Course at Green River has been closed since Christmas because of snow and should reopen as soon as the snow melts off the greens.  Goblin Valley had a tour bus that slid off the road on New Years Day.  No one was injured but they did have to call a tow truck to get the bus back on the road.  They got the letter from SHPO to give clearance for the bike trail at Goblin Valley and they should start on that sometime in March.  A fee increase went into effect January 1st that is statewide that the user is now going to have to pay sales tax on everything instead of the state.  This does not apply to day use fees at the parks.  
Jonathan was not here to report but called in and said that the Scofield Ice Fishing Tournament went well and had over 1,000 participants.
Washington Delegation Staff:  Kelsey from Congressman Chaffetz’s Office reported that the Omnibus Bill and the National Defense Authorization Act have both passed.  Total PILT payment is $442 million.  She passed out a handout that shows what the western states need to know about these bills.  
Bureau of Land Management (BLM):  Ahmed reported that they have completed 107 out of 173 of their mine closures to date.  They are working with the Forest Service on the Joes Valley environmental assessment (EA) and recreation area and a press release will be coming out soon.  Their Outdoor Recreation Assistant, Matt Blocker, is working on a couple of Mountain Bike EA’s one is on the Wedge and the other is in Carbon County.  The Gray Canyon Pipeline project is out of the Moab Field Office and the pipeline will cross over the Green River.  
Josh Winkler, Outdoor Recreation Planner, stated they have started their Travel Management Planning.  They are going out for scoping on Phase 1 of a Phase 5 Plan which is the San Rafael Desert.  Their first meeting is at the John Wesley Powell Museum in Green River on January 21st and will get a press release out on that and will do an open house in Castle Dale on January 22nd from 4-8pm.  
7.  Additional Issues from Council Members:  Mistie stated that they had another incident on the turn that a fatality occurred two years ago on a county road but is on the BLM.  The road used to cut through the cedars before it went along the cliff.  The Town of Emery would like see what it 
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would take to get this road back where it used to be.  This is also the same road that the officer from West Jordan truck went off the cliff.  
Rod stated that the Non-motorized Trails Map is on the wall for everyone to look at and that it is going out for bids to be published.  It will also be available on smart phones.  

Sherrel gave the water report. We are currently at 124% of normal.  Dirty Devil – 162%; Mammoth Cottonwood – 118%; Red Pine – 131%; Seely Creek – 119%; White River – 124% and Dills Camp – 146%.

8.  Concerned Citizens:  JR stated that he has a blog called “myemerycounty.com” and he recently submitted a letter regarding the importance of moving now on Bishop’s land initiative and he will be writing some others.  
9.  Adjourn:  Rod Player made motion to adjourn, seconded by Jon Gilbert, meeting adjourned. 
2-3-15 PLC Meeting -  Minutes approved as recorded.

