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STATE OF UTAH
REAL ESTATE APPRAISER LICENSING AND CERTIFICATION BOARD
MEETING MINUTES
January 28, 2026, 9:00 am
Utah Appraiser Licensing and Certification Board:
· Keven Ewell, Chair
· Kris Poulson, Vice Chair
· Richard Sloan 
· Jeffrey T. Morley 
· Ron Jensen 

Commencement
9:00 AM – Chair Yule called the meeting to order. A quorum was established.

Public Comment
9:01 AM – Chair Yule opened the floor for public comment.
No public comments were offered.

Approval of Minutes
9:02 AM
Motion: Approve both sets of minutes from the previous month.
Moved by: Board Member
Seconded by: Board Member
Vote: Unanimous
Motion Passed.

Board Logistics Update – Misty Woods
9:04 AM
· The Department of Commerce requires all boards and commissions to hold at least one in-person meeting per year.
· Beginning January 2027, the Board will meet in person once annually.

Board Vacancies Update – Misty Woods
9:06 AM
· First-round interviews for current vacancies are scheduled for the second week of February and will be conducted by the Division.
· The Division will narrow candidates and submit recommendations to the Executive Director.
· Candidates will then move to the Board committee and Governor’s appointment process.
· Current appointment processing time is approximately two months following nomination.

Director’s Report – Director Veillette
9:08 AM
Administrative Update
· Director Veillette announced she is expecting her second child and will be on parental leave from March 9 through May 2, 2026.
· During this period, Mark Steinagel, Director of the Division of Professional Licensing and Managing Director within Commerce, will serve as Acting Director.
Staff Update
· Halley Booth was introduced as the new Communications and Stakeholder Outreach Specialist.
FinCEN Rule Update
· A Financial Crimes Enforcement Network (FinCEN) rule related to residential real estate reporting goes into effect March 1, 2026.
· The rule targets money laundering through all-cash transactions involving legal entities and trusts.
· It is not expected to directly impact appraisers or AMCs, though Board members were encouraged to review the rule.
· The greatest regulatory impact is anticipated for title companies.
· A Board member noted concerns from title companies that recording times could increase significantly.
Legislative Update
· The Division remains neutral on all legislation unless formally taking a position.
· No Division-sponsored bill is anticipated this year.
House Bill 395 (HB 395)
· Sponsored by Representative Jake Sawyer and released publicly this week.
· Intended to combat wire fraud in real estate transactions.
· Would require covered individuals to use a designated secure communication network for appraisal-related communications.
· The bill proposes creation of a new commission within Commerce to oversee the communication network.
· Enforcement would fall to the Division, with non-compliance constituting unprofessional conduct.
· The Division may offer technical feedback, including clarification on residential versus commercial applicability.
· Board members expressed concerns regarding implementation and contractual relationships between AMCs and appraisers.
· Board Member Ben Pricer volunteered to coordinate monitoring efforts through the Utah Association of Appraisers.

Licensing and Education – Laurel North
9:25 AM
· Approved/Denied Spreadsheet:
· Two Certified General licenses approved
· No denials
· Yes-Answer Spreadsheet:
· Three licenses approved
· Two Certified General temporary practice licenses
· One Certified General reciprocity license
· Issues reviewed included settled civil litigation and non-disqualifying criminal history from 1997 and 2004.
· Statistics: Licensee numbers remain stable.
· Experience Reviews:
· Experience reviews are suspended through April due to hearing schedules.

Board and Industry Issues – Justin Barney
9:30 AM
· No administrative rule updates were reported.

Enforcement – Ben Pricer
9:31 AM
Monthly Activity
· The Division resolved more than twice the number of cases received during the month.
· One appraisal complaint and one AMC complaint were received in December.
· Five cases were resolved.
Current Caseload
· Active Investigations: 14 appraisal, 2 AMC
· Legal Queue: 10 appraisal, 2 AMC
· Total Active/Legal Caseload: 29
Mentor Program
· The mentor program continues to expand with an additional application approved.
Hearings
· An informal hearing is scheduled for next month on Wednesday and Thursday.

Stipulation Presentation – Kyle B. Harward
Certified Residential Appraiser
9:35 AM
· The stipulation involved appraisal deficiencies related to a South Jordan property.
· Findings included market misrepresentation, unsupported condition ratings, inappropriate comparable selection, and reporting errors.
· A prior 2002 disciplinary action was noted.
· Resolution includes completion of eight hours of professional mentorship training.

Executive Session
9:50 AM
Motion: Enter Executive Session to discuss the character, professional competence, or physical and mental health of an individual.
Moved by: Board Member
Seconded by: Board Member
Vote: Unanimous
Motion Passed.

Post-Executive Session Action
10:20 AM
Motion: Approve the stipulation order for Kyle B. Harward as proposed.
Moved by: Board Member
Seconded by: Board Member
Vote: Unanimous
Motion Passed.
Division Concurrence Noted.

Adjournment
10:25 AM
Motion: Adjourn the meeting.
Moved by: Board Member
Seconded by: Board Member
Vote: Unanimous
Meeting Adjourned.
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