
WE SHOULDN’T BE OPPOSED TO 
CHICKENS IN SPRINGVILLE

Emily Andersen



THIS SPRINGVILLE 
PLAT MAP FROM 
1851 SHOWS MY 
GREAT, GREAT, 
GREAT, GREAT 

GRANDFATHER’S 
PROPERTY. 



ALLOWING CHICKENS 
MATCHES 

SPRINGVILLE’S GOALS



THE WORLD HAS CHANGED SINCE 2014



RECENT 
SPRINGVILLE 

SURVEY 



THIS IS NOT A 
CLARIFICATION, THIS 

IS A CHANGE.

THE SENTENCE GIVING 
SEPARATE PROVISIONS 
TO LARGER LOTS IS A 
CLEAR PART OF THE 

ORIGINAL LAW – EVEN 
IF THERE IS DISPUTE 
OVER WHAT THOSE 

PROVISIONS ARE. 



REALITY OF SIX CHICKENS

• Chickens start laying at about 6-8 months

• Egg production begins between 150 and 300 eggs per year (depending on use 
of artificial lighting in the winter and breed)

• Each chicken lays about 30 eggs less each following year

• By year five, hens are no longer laying eggs at all

• If a family keeps takes an average of those six chickens over those five years –
there is an average of between 7 and 20 eggs/week. 

• Most people with chickens want to use eggs not just in breakfast but in baking 
and meals. 

• Six chickens can be enough for a family – but requires cycling out chickens 
frequently to always have new layers. 



R2 ZONE – EACH 
CAN HAVE 6 
CHICKENS 

UNDER THE 
PROPOSAL (WE 

AGREE!) 

IT TAKES SEVEN OF THESE 
TO ADD UP TO 20,000 

SQUARE FEET. UNDER THE 
PROPOSAL, 20 ,000 SQUARE 
FEET HERE CAN HAVE 42 

CHICKENS – WHILE A 
SINGLE 20 ,000 SQUARE 
FOOT LOT WITHOUT A 

HOUSE CAN ONLY HAVE 
SIX.  



THERE ARE BENEFITS TO 
DIFFERENCES





• We brought chicks to Primary Easter activities

• We made friends with neighbors talking to people who have questions about 
our chickens

• Neighbors have been able to feed our chickens vegetable scraps and discarded 
pumpkins

• Neighbors have thanked us for giving them experiences collecting eggs and 
caring for chickens. 



E V E N  I F  T H E  O R I G I N A L  I N T E N T  W A S  N O T  T O  A L L O W  M O R E  
C H I C K E N S  F O R  L A R G E R  L O T S  –  W H I C H  S E E M S  U N L I K E L Y —  T H A T  

I S  T H E  O P T I O N  S P R I N G V I L L E  N E E D S  N O W .  

• Code used now for R1-15 and Agricultural zones already outlines a 
simple way to calculate how many chickens a large lot can have. 

• It gives 12 for lots where 10,000 square feet of land can be used by the 
fowl, 24 where 20,000 square feet are used by fowl etc.  

• People in Utah are looking for properties where they can support 
themselves – and Springville is built to provide some of those 
properties right now.

• Utah residents want to be prepared for different sorts of emergencies. 

• Allowing these lots above 20,000 square feet to have more chickens is 
the difference between providing all a family’s eggs with extra to share 
with neighbors in some seasons and needing to buy eggs to get through 
the winter. 



THE OPTION THAT MAKES THE LEAST 
AMOUNT OF CHANGE: 

• "hen chickens, in the numbers set forth below, may be kept on a lot or parcel 
of land in any residential zone. For lots twenty thousand (20,000) square feet 
in size or larger, the numerical limits set forth in the animal unit 
definition in Title 11, Chapters 3 and 4 for fowl only apply." 

• "hen chickens, in the numbers set forth below, may be kept on a lot or parcel 
of land in any residential zone. For lots twenty thousand (20,000) square feet 
in size or larger, the number of fowl that can be kept is calculated using 
the animal unit method in the provisions set forth in Title 11, Chapters 3 
and 4.  All other provisions on the keeping of fowl from those 
chapters apply.”

OR, SINCE WE’RE EDITING ANYWAYS — YOU 
COULD MOVE THE BASE NUMBER UP OR 

REMOVE RESTRICTIONS FOR OTHERS TOO. 



NEXT 
STEPS

• The city council should take the time to learn what 
Springville citizens want, not rubber stamp a city 
proposal. 

• You should consider the role and purpose of 
government, and whether potential restrictions will 
serve those purposes. 

• Since there is a possibility this change will alter rights 
for lots over 20,000 square feet – those property 
owners should be notified. 

• What things would it be helpful for us to spark 
conversations about on community pages? 

• If the concern is noise, nuisance or cleanliness – we 
can look for other ways to address that in the law 
besides reducing the number of chickens allowed. 

• We hope you choose the option that gives residents 
the most freedom possible. 
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