
 

Hildale City Planning Commission 

Monday, February 23, 2026 at 6:00 PM 

320 East Newel Avenue, Hildale City, Utah 84784 

 

Agenda 

Notice is hereby given to the members of the Hildale City Planning Commission and to the public, that the Planning 
Commission will hold a will hold a public hearing as part of the regular meeting on Monday, February 23, 2026 at 
6:00 p.m. (MDT), at 320 East Newel Avenue, Hildale City, Utah 84784. 

Commission members may be participating electronically by video or telephone conference. Members of the 
public may watch the City of Hildale through the scheduled Zoom meeting. 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://zoom.us/j/95770171318?pwd=aUVSU0hRSFFHcGQvcUlPT3ZYK0p5UT09 

Meeting ID: 957 7017 1318 
Passcode: 993804 

One tap mobile 
+16699006833,,95770171318#,,,,*993804# US (San Jose) 
+12532158782,,95770171318#,,,,*993804# US (Tacoma) 

Dial by your location 
+1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose) +1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma) 
+1 346 248 7799 US (Houston) +1 929 205 6099 US (New York) 

+1 301 715 8592 US (Washington DC) +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 

Comments during the public comment or public hearing portions of the meeting may be emailed to 
recorder@hildalecity.gov. All comments sent before the meeting may be read during the meeting and messages 

or emails sent during the meeting may be read at the Mayor’s discretion. 

Roll Call of Commission Attendees: City Recorder  

Welcome, Introduction and Preliminary Matters: Presiding Officer 

Pledge of Allegiance: By Invitation of Presiding Officer 

Conflict of Interest Disclosures: Commissioners 

Approval of Minutes of Previous Meetings: Commissioners 

1. Consideration, discussion and possible approval of Planning Commission Meeting Minutes of January 
12, 2026. 

Public Hearing:  

2. The purpose of this hearing is to receive public comment concerning a request to rezone parcel HD-
SHCR-4-8, commonly addressed as Jessop Ave & Redwood St., Hildale, Utah from Residential 
Agriculture (RA-1) to Residential Single-family (R1-10). 

3. Consideration, Discussion, and possible action concerning a request to rezone parcel HD-SHCR-4-8, 
commonly addressed as Jessop Ave & Redwood St., Hildale, Utah from Residential Agriculture (RA-1) 
to Residential Single-family (R1-10). 

4. The purpose of this hearing is to receive public comment concerning a request to rezone parcel HD-
SHCR-2-10, commonly addressed as 820 W Field Ave, Hildale, Utah from Residential Agriculture (RA-
1) to Single-family Residential (R1-8).  
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5. Consideration, Discussion, and possible action concerning a request to rezone parcel HD-SHCR-2-10, 
commonly addressed as 820 W Field Ave, Hildale, Utah from Residential Agriculture (RA-1) to Single-
family Residential (R1-8).  
 

 

Work Session: 

Continuing Education 

Public Comments: (3 minutes each - Discretion of Presiding Officer) 

Commissioners Comments: (10 minutes total) 

Commissioners comments of issues not previously discussed in the meeting. 

Adjournment: Presiding Officer 

Agenda items and any variables thereto are set for consideration, discussion, approval or other action. The Hildale 
City Planning Commission may, by motion, recess into executive session which is not open to the public, to receive 
legal advice from the City attorney(s) on any agenda item, or regarding sensitive personnel issues, or concerning 
negotiations for the purchase, sale or lease of real property.  Hildale City Planning Commission Members may be 
attending by telephone. Agenda may be subject to change up to 24 hours prior to the meeting.  Individuals needing 
special accommodations should notify the City Recorder at 435-874-2323 at least three days prior to the meeting. 
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Hildale City Planning Commission 

Monday, January 12, 2026 at 6:00 PM 

320 East Newel Avenue, Hildale City, Utah 84784 

 

Minutes 

Roll Call of Commission Attendees: City Recorder  

PRESENT 
Chair Elissa Wall 
Commissioner Rex Jessop 
Commissioner Russel Jessop 
Commissioner Thomas Timpson 

ABSENT 
Vice Chair Thirkle Nielsen 
Commissioner Jeromy Williams 
Commissioner Teresa Barlow 

Welcome, Introduction and Preliminary Matters: Presiding Officer 

Chair Wall called the meeting to order @ 6:05 pm. 

Pledge of Allegiance: By Invitation of Presiding Officer 

Chair Wall  led the pledge. 

Conflict of Interest Disclosures: Commissioners 

None 

Approval of Minutes of Previous Meetings: Commissioners 

1. Consideration, discussion and possible approval of Planning Commission Minutes of November 17, 
2025. 

Motion made by Commissioner Rex Jessop to approve Planning Commission Minutes of November 17, 
2025, Seconded by Chair Wall. 
Voting Yea: Chair Wall, Commissioner Jessop, Commissioner Jessop, Commissioner Timpson 

Motion Carried 

Reports: 

None 

Public Comments: (3 minutes each - Discretion of Presiding Officer) 

None 

Public Hearing:  

None 

Unfinished Commission Business: 

None 

New Commission Business: 
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2. Consideration, discussion and possible approval of the Crimson Mesa Preliminary Plat. 

Tabled due to not receiving reports from department heads concerning this plat. 

Commissioner Rex Jessop inquired if there is a time limit for agencies to respond.  

Mayor Jessop clarified that there is a 30-day review period for a preliminary plat and the request had 
been submitted approximately 10 days prior. It was also noted that review from fire, EMS, police, and 
public works is required for a preliminary plat to ensure all issues are addressed before the final plat 
stage. 

Continuing Education 
 

Open and Public Meetings Act Training 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QNVBuXB7vkM 

The Commission participated in mandatory annual training on the Utah Open and Public Meetings Act. A training 
video was presented covering the definitions of public meetings, requirements for open and closed sessions, 
public notice procedures, and rules for meeting minutes and recordings.  

Planning and Zoning education training. 

Kevin Smedley from the Five County Association of Governments (AOG) was present to discuss the process for 
updating the Hildale City General Plan. Mr. Smedley, a land use planner with the AOG, explained that his 
services are provided to the city at no cost and that a General Plan update typically takes about a year. 

Mr. Smedley provided two handouts: a simplified summary of the general plan update process and a document 
outlining state law requirements from Chapter 10, Section 9a of the Utah Code. 

State Requirements: A general plan must include a land use element and a transportation/traffic circulation 
element. While a housing element is required for larger communities, most cities of Hildale’s size still include one. 
A water use and preservation element is not required for a city of Hildale’s size. 

Planning Commission Role: Under state law, the Planning Commission is the drafting body for the general plan. 

The Commission drafts the plan and holds a public hearing before forwarding a recommendation to the City 
Council, which is the final approval body. 

Public Input: At least one public open house is required to gather public input. Mr. Smedley explained that an 
open house is an informal event distinct from a formal public hearing. He recommended using surveys to collect 
feedback and suggested the city could track whether feedback came from residents of Hildale, Colorado City, or 
other communities. 

Process Recommendation: Mr. Smedley suggested the update process is often best handled during work 
meetings following regular commission business, allowing for focused discussion on specific sections of the plan 
over time. He offered to perform a "redline" review of Hildale's current General Plan to identify language that could 
be updated or clarified, focusing on language and clarity, not community dynamics. 

The Commission discussed the scope of changes needed since the last plan was adopted, noting that significant 
changes, such as annexations, have occurred.  

Mr. Smedley confirmed that the plan can be changed significantly to reflect the community's current vision, as 
long as it complies with state code. 
Discussion occurred regarding a document prepared by a member of the public, which reportedly tracks past 
Commission decisions that may have deviated from the current General Plan. It was noted this could be beneficial 
in identifying patterns where the General Plan may need to be amended to align with the city's evolving direction. 
 

Commissioner Rex Jessop raised the importance of coordinating with Colorado City, Arizona.  
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Mayor Donia Jessop reported that Colorado City has secured funding to begin its own general plan update 
process and she would stay in communication with their leadership. 
 

Mayor Jessop advocated for simplifying the General Plan to make it more readable.  

Mr. Smedley concurred, advising the Commission to review the plan’s goals to ensure they are relevant and 
achievable within a five-to-ten-year horizon. He also noted that a clear General Plan is crucial for securing grant 
funding. 
Conclusion: 

The Commission agreed to begin the General Plan update process with a work session at the next meeting.  

Commissioner Rex Jessop requested that Mr. Smedley's redlined document be emailed to the commissioners 
before the work session for individual review.  

Mr. Smedley agreed to provide a redlined review of the first three chapters within a couple of weeks.  

Mayor Jessop offered to provide hard copies of the General Plan in folders for the commissioners. 

No motion was made as this was a discussion item. 

Commissioners Comments: (10 minutes total) 

Commissioners comments of issues not previously discussed in the meeting. 

Commissioner Rex Jessop thanked the staff for their research and work. 

Commissioner Russel Jessop suggested that new commissioners should be required to read the General Plan as 
part of an onboarding process. He stated that when he became a commissioner, he was not aware a General 
Plan existed and that having this knowledge beforehand would help new members make more informed 
decisions. 

Chair Wall greed and mentioned she is working on an onboarding document that would compile resources, 
including training videos from the Utah League of Cities and Towns, into a checklist for new commissioners. 

Commissioner Timpson added that an introduction to the city's land development code would also be helpful for 
new commissioners to understand their roles and responsibilities. 
 

Mayor Jessop provided an overview of the new Hildale City website, launched on December 30th. She 
demonstrated how to find the municipal code, including the land development ordinances, and the Planning and 
Zoning department page. She noted that the city ordinances were currently located under the "Justice Court" tab 
and that this would be corrected. She encouraged commissioners to report any issues or suggestions to Michael 
Hammon at community@hildalecity.gov. The Mayor also mentioned training resources available at 
LUAU.utah.gov (Land Use Academy of Utah). 

Executive Session: As needed 

Adjournment: Presiding Officer 

Chair Wall declared the meeting adjourned at 7:07 p.m. 

 

Minutes were approved at the Planning Commission Meeting on ______________________. 

 

___________________________ 

Maxene Jessop, City Recorder 
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