[image: A logo with mountains and sun

Description automatically generated]
Events Advisory Commission
Meeting Minutes
Thursday, January 8, 2026

Place: Orem City Center, 56 North State Street, City Council Conference Room
Time:  4:00 p.m. to  5:30 p.m.
Link:     https://youtu.be/i7Jb8Xuxnl4
[bookmark: _Hlk188353356]In Attendance: Kenice Whitaker (zoom), Sydney Bailey, Bryce Merrill, Jenn Gale, Peter Wolfley, Ashlie Mann (Chair), Christie Ekins, Ashley Shumway (Vice-Chair), Kami Burgess Rodney Gardner, Debby Lauret, Paula Pilivi (zoom), Jill Winder 
Absent/Excused:  Chris Killpack, Krista Tate
Guest: Teresa McKitrick, Alan Anderson  
 Welcome/Introductions: Ashlie Mann (Chair) welcomed everyone to the first meeting of 2026. 
[bookmark: _Hlk219204171]Approval of the Minutes of November 13, 2025: https://youtu.be/i7Jb8Xuxnl4?t=7
Ashlie Mann asked for a motion to approve the November 13, 2025 meeting minutes. Rodney Gardner motioned for approval of the minutes with Debby Lauret seconding the motion. All other attending voting committee members, Ashley Shumway, Ashlie Mann, Christie Ekins, Kami Burgess, and Paula Pilivi, unanimously accepted the November meeting minutes. Minutes Approved.  
Training: https://youtu.be/i7Jb8Xuxnl4
The State of Utah is requiring the city to do meeting training for all committees and commissions on meeting conduct. Commission members and staff received training from Teresa McKitrick, City Recorder, on how to navigate responsibilities pertaining to their role with commission assignments. Training consists of how to conduct meetings and in addition, received ethical training. Bryce Merrill briefly went over the City Ordinance and let everyone know that they can get on the city website and review it if they would like.
There was an update about the recently developed Events Commission Position Description Handbook and the yearly calendar for 2026 city events, including Oremfest events dates.
 Election of New Officers: https://youtu.be/i7Jb8Xuxnl4?t=1939
After a discussion, there was a motion by Rodney Gardner to elect Ashley Shumway as the Chair for the 2026 year. Debby Lauret seconded the motion with the remaining commission members Ashlie Mann, Christie Ekins, and Paula Pilivi, unanimously voted to accept Ashley as the new Chair for the year 2026. 
For Vice Chair for the year 2026, Ashley Shumway made a motion to elect Kami Burgess as Vice Chair with Rodney Gardner seconded the motion with the remaining commission members Ashlie Mann, Christie Ekins and Paula Pilivi unanimously voted to accept her as the new Vice Chair for the year 2026. 
Discussion Items 
	Lights On: https://youtu.be/i7Jb8Xuxnl4
Sydney Bailey presented data from Placer AI, showing attendance figures (7,500 people, maxed at 5,000 at one time), average duration of stay (66 minutes), and resident demographics (mostly Orem residents). Positive feedback was given on vendors, food trucks, and new lights, while sound quality and Santa Claus organization were identified as areas for improvement. It was noted that the overall December attendance for lights was lighter this year. The city purchased some large globe lights that helped light up certain areas. They will be used at Oremfest and other activities when needed.  
Ashlie Mann gave positive feedback on the vendors at the farmers market during the Lights On event, with suggestions to incorporate similar quality vendors into Oremfest.
	Event Commission Meeting Schedule Discussion: https://youtu.be/i7Jb8Xuxnl4?t=2954
Sydney Bailey wanted to verify that the second Thursday of each month at 4:00-5:30 p.m. still is a good time to hold this meeting. The commission members want to keep it as is. 
	Oremfest Theme and Grand Marshal Discussion: https://youtu.be/i7Jb8Xuxnl4?t=3003
This year our theme should reflect the America250, celebrating the 250th anniversary of the Declaration of Independence. This should be a time to reflect on the nation’s history. Kenice Whitaker informed the commission members she has received suggestions for the theme, but feel free to submit more suggestions.  The theme received so far are Star and Stripes, Passing the Promise Forward-250 Years of Freedom, Freedom Rings, United We Stand, and Red, White and You. After a quick discussion, if we go with Red, White, and You it was suggested that we say Red, White, Blue and You instead. 
At this point, the commission members liked the Red, White, Blue and You theme. It was suggested that we could also add in a smaller font something mentioning America 250. Kami Burgess said to make it fun, we could put a cake with a candle on both sides of America 250. That could also make a fun banner honoring America 250. They felt they could do some fun things around that theme. There will be more discussion around the theme and a Grand Marshal at the February meeting. 
Delegation Process of Commission Positions: https://youtu.be/i7Jb8Xuxnl4?t=3794
Just a reminder to fill out the form that was sent in a link about the position/responsibilities of events that you would like to participate in so Kenice and Sydney can start to organize the events for the year, especially Oremfest. 
 Next Meeting: The next meeting will be on Thursday, February 12, 2026 at 4:00 p.m. at the Orem City Center. 

Adjournment: Ashlie Mann asked for a motion for adjournment. Debby Lauret motioned to adjourn with Ashley Shumway seconding. All other committee members voted unanimously to adjourn the meeting. 
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