


BEAR RIVER CITY COUNCIL
REGULAR MEETING
January 14, 2026
7:00 PM

ATTENDANCE:  Mayor Armstrong, Council Members Anderson, J Holmgren, R Holmgren, Mecham, and Dallin, Clerk Holmgren, Clerk Andreasen.

VISITORS:  Carrie Milligan, Brice King, Brent Baugh, Barbara Baugh, Moses Mecham, Lottie Mecham, Opal Mecham, Bobbi Mecham, Troy Mecham, Porter Kapp, Benson Kapp, Shalese Kapp, Benjamin Kapp, Kyle Kapp, Paul ?, Curis Armstrong, Cooper Forsgren, Tyson Lewis, Andi Lewis, Robin Mecham, Kit Braegger, Robyn Braegger, Brian Papworth (Senawave), Lewis Taylor, Danielle Taylor, Griffin Taylor, Navy Taylor, Rocky Taylor, Nash Taylor, Knox Taylor, Ashley Reeder, Tyler Reeder, ? Bishop, Rob Bishop, Tom Peterson, Bruce Anderson, Alan Christensen, Dallas Rich, Chance Nelson, Chrissy Nelson, Trevor Nelson, Isaih Hardy, Felicity Hardy, Kathy Price, Adalyn Davis, Liz Rich, Brooke Dallin, Knox Dallin, Emma Rees, Rachel Rees, Mathew Rees, Landon Jenson, Luke Jenson, Grant Tarsha, Sue Rees, Laura Holm, Clancey Holm

ABSENT: None

WELCOME: Invocation by Council Member Dallin

OPENING CEREMONY:  Pledge of Allegiance

DATE OF NEXT MEETING:  February 11, 2026

MINUTES APPROVED:  Minutes from November 12, 2025 were reviewed by Mayor and Council Members.  Clerk Andreasen would like the minutes to state more clearly that the motion was to adopt amend Appendix A, Chapter 2 Definitions of the LMDC and the amendments to the Business License Ordinance..  Council Member Dallin motioned the minutes from November 12, 2025 be approved with the above-mentioned clarifications.  Council Member J Holmgren seconded the motion.  All voted in approval.

DEPUTY REPORT:    Not in attendance.  Mayor Armstrong mentioned he did say that there are a lot of trends right now on social media encouraging kids to do certain acts.  For example, there was a door kicking trend going around on tik tok..Clerk Holmgren stated a resident called and said he had someone try to break into his garage.  He did not report it to the sheriff’s office.  Mayor Armstrong stated that if anything like this happens to please call the sheriff’s office so they know what is going on and what to watch for.

PUBLIC COMMENT:  None

EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS:  None

ADMINISTER OATH OF OFFICE TO NEWLY ELECTED OFFICERS: The Oath of Office was administered to Kyler Mecham as Mayor, Riggin Holmgren and Joshua Dallin as Council Members.

SWEARING IN OF YOUTH COUNCIL: Youth Council Members were sworn in.
MAYORS COMMENTS:  Mayor Armstrong thanked everyone for helping her in her journey as Mayor.  She is very grateful for the new Mayor Mecham for taking the torch and stated he will do great.

COUNCIL MEMBER DALLIN’S COMMENTS:  Council Member Dallin reviewed Mayor Armstrongs accomplishments as Mayor these last 4 years.  Some of them being keeping traditions alive, creating new traditions, Mayor and Youth City Council Advisor, and guiding our town through challenges.  The Town Council gave her a gift basket to thank her for her service.

COMMUNITY BUILDER AWARD:  Mayor Mecham would like to start awarding a recipient each year with the Community Builder Award.  He is honored to announce Mayor Armstrong as the first recipient of the Bear River City Community Builder Award.  Her efforts to strengthen individuals and families have left a meaningful impact on our community.  

BREAK RECEPTION FOR OUTGOING MAYOR  

SENAWAVE FRANCHISE AGREEMENT (BRIAN PAPWORTH):  This is not on the agenda for tonight.  Council Member Anderson asked if we could talk about it for a minute.  We had put this on hold to run it past our attorney.  The attorney stated some parts of it he didn’t like, but then didn’t follow through.  Now we don’t have an attorney.  Council Member Anderson asked the council if they had any questions or concerns that stand out even with Jays comments.  There were none.  Brian with Senawave stated they mostly are extending network to underserved citizens.  They would mostly just pass through Bear River City to extend to people in the rural areas around Bear River City.  Brian writes the agreements for Senawave.  He asked us to research the questions and let him know.  He stated he would send the City his most recent agreements with other cities.  Council Member Anderson stated that would be a good start.  

CITY COUNCIL MEMBER VACANCY:  Kyler Mecham becoming Mayor has left an open seat on the City Council.  Clerk Holmgren will post vacancy looking for anyone interested to apply for this seat.  The post must be posted for 2 weeks.  Persons interested must submit a letter of interest.  Interviews and/or introductions will be done in a public meeting.  The decision will be the on the advice and consent of the council.  

ADOPT ORDINANCE 2026-01-01 SETTING TIME AND DATE OF REGULAR MEETINGS FOR 2026:  Council Members and Mayor decided to keep the meeting time and date the same.  Council Member R Holmgren motioned to adopt Ordinance 2026-01-01 setting the time and date of regular meetings for 2026 to the 2nd Wednesday of each month at 7:00 pm.  Motion seconded by Council Member J Holmgren.  All voted in approval.

RESERVE DATES FOR CITY EVENTS FOR CIVIC ENTER AND PARK BEFORE DATES OPEN TO THE PUBLIC:  Mayor and Council Members reviewed and set dates for reservations at the park and civic center for City events.  Council Member Dallin asked Clerk Holmgren to reach out to Megan for the Youth Council Events.

3RD QUARTER FINANCIALS: Mayor and Council Members reviewed and initialed 3rd Quarter Financials. 

CITY ATTORNEY:  Council Member Anderson called down to the law firm and is not sure who he is supposed to help us now.  It was suggested to call J Craig Smith to find out how to move forward.  Peter Gesel is with the same firm, but only a water attorney.  Mayor Mecham asked if the council would be interested in exploring other law firms.  They said yes.  Council Member Mecham has been having conversations with some local attorneys that have engaged in municipal law.  He has also talked to some attorneys at his work and asked for recommendations.  He has made a list of potential options.  We could maybe form a committee and explore some options.  He would be happy to research into this for the council.  

REVIEW AND SIGN ELECTED OFFICIAL’S FRAUD RISK ASSESSMENT STATEMENTS:  Mayor and Council Members reviewed and signed the Fraud Risk Assessment Statements.

REVIEW AND APPROVE BILLS:  Council Members reviewed and initialed bills for their departments.     Council Member R Holmgren motioned to approve paying the bills.  Council Member J Holmgren seconded the motion.  Those voting in favor Council Members Anderson, J Holmgren, R Holmgren, and Dallin.  

COMPLAINTS AND ACTIONS TAKEN: None

DEPARTMENTS:  Irrigation -  Council Member R Holmgren stated he is still looking for someone to remove the trees along the irrigation ditch.  He has been approached by a company that wants to cut off all the saplings and poison them.  He will be meeting with Grovers soon about piping the ditch between Richie and Jims.  Trying to get the ball rolling on that project.  Mayor Mecham would like to talk to Council Member R Holmgren about some conversations he has had with people at the State concerning the water metering deadline of January 2030.  Everyone he has talked to believes its only for the cities that already have pressurized systems.  Our town would not be required to have it by 2030.  He would like to talk to Council Member R Holmgren sometime about moving forward without the pressure of the deadline.  

Cemetery – Clerk Andreasen asked the council if they wanted to proceed with the monument for service members killed in action.  At one time Council Member J Holmgren stated Rudd Funeral Home mentioned they would donate towards the memorial.  We will circle back to this at a later time.  Clerk Holmgren mentioned the tea lights are still on the headstones.  She will ask Megan if the Youth Council plans on taking these down.

Playground – The company actually gave Tyona the wrong information for the swing set.  The company finally admitted fault.  They need to talk to their supervisor to see what they can do to fix it.  Alan Christensen will get a bid (change order) from a concrete company to see what it would look like to repair the cement.

ADJOURNMENT:  Council Member R Holmgren motioned to adjourn at 8:44 pm. Council Member J Holmgren seconded the motion.  All voted in approval.

Minutes approved February 11, 2026.

											   ________________________________________________
							Kyler Mecham, Mayor 

Attest:

___________________________________________
Town Clerk or Deputy Clerk
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