Grand County Council on Aging
Grand Center December 8, 2025
Present
Karen Feary Pat Hlas, Suzan Martin, Cherie Major, Excused: Kim Sherwood
Others Present: Yordy Eastwood (Director), Melodie McCandless (GCC rep), Susan Baffico, Barbara Finchum
Call to Order 12:50 pm
General Business
Approval of minutes with spelling corrections, Suzan moved Patt seconded, unanimous approval
Grand Center Activities Report
Pat reported about the Christmas decorations for the center by seniors with a western theme.  We had a float in the parade with many seniors volunteering their time to decorate. The regular activities are well attended, exercise, cards, dominos, book club, craft, coffee and tea, adventure club. Seated yoga has been added every Tuesday. There was a trip to Grand Junction, cookie exchange and the annual Christmas dinner was December 12, 2025 with entertainment: Valerie and Allen Brown and Moab Musical Festival performers.
COA District Repot
Karen, Kim, Suzan and Cherie attended the meeting in Price.  Each county shared their ongoing activities.  Shawna Horrocks shared information about a new training for senior caretakers on current aging brain research.
Grand County Commission Repot
Melodie said the county is working on the budget.  There is a freeze on hiring, the costs are up and the income is down. They were able to save health care for the current employees. The council did approve the bus driver for the senior center. Proposition 13 passed and the money has been dispersed to the EMS training, Ambulance, fire truck and the CDBG block grant for $500,000 was approved. Prop 13 will be reviewed again.  Sales tax is down since 2021.  Melodie explained how the taxes are distributed in the county and city. Given the drop in visitors, hotels have had to lower prices and restaurants increased prices. Melisa Jeffers the Economic Development employee, is working to bring in small industry. Looking forward to the medical cannabis opening.
Grand Center Director Report 
The bus driver was approved by the county council.  There are 3 applicants.  Interviews will be this week. One applicant has a CDL license which is required by law.  The cost for the license is $3,200.  The Center does not pay for it.  Melodie suggested we put the cost for the training in the Center budget for next year. Yordy created a do and do not behavior list for the bus driver.  It can be difficult as seniors often need extra help, but there are legal rules that must be followed. There needs to be a behavior training for all the drivers. Suzan said  Seek Haven can do body awareness training.  There was discussion about touching on the bus and helping keep folks safe.  The Christmas party has 8 people who have volunteered to help serve 120 people.  The cost of the party was higher this year due to the higher cost of food, especially beef.
Action Items
1. Karen wants to develop a new senior questionnaire for the needed input from the seniors we serve. Karen, Cherie and Suzan volunteered to develop the 2026 questionnaire.  Karen asked for ideas on how to distribute it for maximin input. Melodie suggested we put it on the Grand County website, it was suggested we have the meals on wheels participants get a home survey, and place it in the newspapers along with an article about the survey.  Also it was suggested that it be put in the Advertiser and Moab-Happenings.
2. Given the center has a ceramic kiln, Cherie recommended we use it for crafts. Abby and Liz, local potters, are willing to help seniors create items using purchased bisqueware. Suzan suggested we could have a pottery sale with created items.  Cherie will follow -up.
3. Suzan and Cherie are preparing for a cooking class for seniors’ spring 2026
Information Items
1. The county attorney’s office said it is now illegal to text or pass notes during meetings 
2. League of women voters will come to the senior center for information on elections, voting and registration. Important Utah Election Law Update: Beginning in 2029, you will not receive a ballot by mail unless you actively request to receive a ballot by mail. To Notify Grand County of your voting preference, contact our office or update your voter registration. (435) 259-1321
2026 meeting dates: February 9, April 13, June 8, August 10, October 12, December 14
Future Discussion items: Suzan would like to talk about the senior resource guide and outline her concerns.                     Adjourn 2:15 pm
