
 

 250 East 500 South   P.O. Box 144200   Salt Lake City, UT   84114-4200     Voice: (801) 538-7517   Fax: (801) 538-7768 

MEMORANDUM 
 
TO:  Members, Utah State Board of Education 
 
FROM:  Brad C. Smith 
  Chief Executive Officer 
 
DATE:  February 5-6, 2015 
 
ACTION:  Secondary Library Media Standards    

 
Background:  Revision of the Secondary Library Media Standards began in January 2014 with a 
working committee under the direction of the coordinator for K-12 Literacy. The standards 
were approved for public comment on May 9 and public comment was received from May 19 
to September 24. Public comments were analyzed and adjustments were made by the working 
committee under the direction of the USOE Secondary Language Arts Specialist. Although not 
required by law, a Public Review Committee was convened on November 5, 2014. Stakeholders 
consisted of parents, educators, and representatives from school, district and public libraries as 
well as the Southern Utah University Library Media professor. Final revisions were made by the 
working committee on December 19, 2014. 
 
Key Points: The standards are organized into three strands:  

1. Literacy: Reading Engagement 
2. Literacy: Research and Information 
3. Literacy: Media Engagement 

Anticipated Action: It is proposed the Standards and Assessment Committee consider approval 
of the Secondary Library Media Standards for the purpose of dissemination, implementation, 
and ongoing professional development as designated by the Utah State Board timeline. If 
approved, the standards will be considered by the full Board. 
 
Contact: Sydnee Dickson, 801-538-7515 

Diana Suddreth, 801-538-7739 
Christelle Estrada, 801-538-7601 
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Utah State Office of Education 

 
Approved by the Utah State Board of Education 

For Public Comment: May 19, 2014 – September 24, 2014 
 

Public Review Committee: November 5, 2014 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 
Introduction 
The school library program is critical to the learning process. The necessary skills for 
college and career ready students include being literate in a wide range of digital, visual, 
textual, and technological formats. Students need to be able to access, evaluate, and process 
information strategically and methodically in order to make informed decisions and create 
products involving critical thinking skills.    
 
Highly qualified teacher librarians, working in collaboration with content area teachers, 
provide research- and inquiry-based instruction in order to develop the students’ ability to 
find and use information to support their academic learning and personal development. 
These Utah Standards for Library Media were created by certified teacher librarians to 
demonstrate the integration of information literacy skills across all curricular areas.      
 
The Standards are organized into three Strands: 
           I.           Literacy: Reading Engagement 
           II.          Literacy: Research and Information 
           III.         Literacy: Media Engagement 
 
These Standards, which incorporate inquiry-based learning as well as other research 
model strategies, will be taught in collaboration with content area teachers, not in isolation 
by the teacher librarian. This collaboration will deepen student learning, foster 
independent reading, develop reading stamina, build task resiliency, strengthen text-
dependent writing, and increase the students’ information literacy knowledge. Informative 
handouts, tutorials, and implementation tools are available through the Utah State Office of 
Education website and the Utah Education Network. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Standards Review Committee 
 

Jeraldene Albrecht, Teacher Librarian 
Bingham High School, Jordan School District 
 
Marianne Bates, Teacher Librarian 
Albion Middle School, Canyons School District 
 
Melissa Beck, Science Teacher 
West Jordan High School, Jordan School District 
 
Anne Diekema, Assistant Professor 
Instructional Technology and Learning Sciences, Utah State University 
 
Christelle Estrada, Secondary Library Media and Secondary English Language Arts 
Specialist 
Utah State Office of Education 
 
Sarah Herron, Teacher Librarian 
East High School, Salt Lake City School District 
 
Barbara Hopkins, District Library Media Specialist 
Canyons School District 
 
Cindy Mitchell, Teacher Librarian 
South Jordan Middle School, Jordan School District 
 
Fawn Morgan 
Parents Advocating Libraries in Schools (PALS) 
 
Ellen-Anita Olson, Teacher Librarian 
Diamond Fork Jr. High, Nebo School District 
 
Sandy Rawle, Teacher Librarian 
Salem Hills High School, Nebo School District 
 
Sharyl Smith 
University of Washington Information School Faculty, retired 
Former State Specialist for Library Media, Utah State Office of Education 
Former District Administrator, Granite School District 
  



 
Strand I Literacy: Reading Engagement 

 
Libraries support independent readers by providing a variety of materials for 
informational and leisure reading. Reading extensively strengthens stamina and broadens 
students’ global perspective. Skilled teacher librarians recognize individual students’ 
interests and needs and provide materials in a variety of formats, genres, and languages, at 
varied reading levels. 
 
 
Standard 1—Students will read to pursue intellectual, personal, and emotional growth for 
life. 
 
Objective 1.1: Build reading behaviors for lifelong learning and enjoyment of reading. 

a. Select texts from a variety of genres and formats to read for enjoyment, to 
acquire knowledge, and to answer questions. 

b. Make personal connections while respecting the right to read, seek information, 
and speak freely.  

c. Demonstrate resiliency, perseverance and stamina when reading a variety of 
texts. 

d. Contribute to a reading and learning community including recommending 
reading materials to peers. 

e. Connect with family, neighborhood, and community libraries.    
 
Objective 1.2: Comprehend literary and informational texts. 

a. Apply appropriate reading strategies in literary and informational texts. 
b. Read, listen to, view, and integrate information to build background knowledge. 

 
 

Strand II Literacy: Information and Research 
 
Students need the lifelong skills of selecting information from a wide variety of sources, 
assessing its worth, and applying newfound knowledge to problems, preparing them for 
learning, doing, and problem solving in college, career and throughout life. Teacher 
librarians will instruct students in a multi-step research process that is adaptable. As 
students gain research skills, they develop self-confidence in solving information problems 
in an environment where information resources and technologies have become 
increasingly complex. 
 
 
Standard 1—Students will define an information problem and identify information needed. 
 
Objective 1.1: Define an information problem.  

a. Analyze the task to identify the information problem. 
b. Seek clarification from teachers and others  
c. Select and narrow or broaden topics into a manageable focus. 



d. Conceptualize the form of the final product based on target audience, assignment 
constraints, and criteria for evaluation. 

 
Objective 1.2: Identify the information needed. 

a. Analyze the task and information needed in terms of students’ previous 
knowledge. 

b. Compile and refine a range of significant questions by considering the amount, 
format, location and type of information to guide inquiry. 

c. Select and narrow or broaden keyword search terms. 
 

 
Standard 2—Students will identify, evaluate, and select sources. 
 
Objective 1.1: Determine a wide range of general and specific sources. 

a. Develop an information search strategy. 
b. Identify potential information sources and access tools. 

 
Objective 2.2: Select relevant sources. 

a. Evaluate print and digital sources for relevancy, accuracy, validity, credibility, 
availability, currency, authority, accessibility within time limits, and ease of use. 

b. Apply an understanding of the difference between primary and secondary 
sources. 

 
 

Standard 3—Students will locate sources and access information. 
 
Objective 3.1: Locate identified sources and access information within sources. 

a. Understand the library layout, the library classification system, and the 
circulation process. 

b. Demonstrate how to navigate library catalogs, web browsers, and databases. 
c. Locate sources with divergent perspectives that answer research questions by 

considering primary and secondary sources, general and subject-specific 
references, and scholarly and popular articles. 

d. Locate potential digital, print, artifacts and human sources to meet the research 
need. 

e. Revise and focus search by demonstrating the effective use of location skills and 
advanced search strategies. 

 
Objective 3.2: Access information within sources. 

a. Apply relevant information access skills using table of contents, indexes, 
keyword searches, and related subjects. 
 
 
 
 
 



Standard 4—Students will engage with and extract information. 
 
Objective 4.1: Engage with information by reading, listening, and viewing sources in a 
variety of formats. 

a. Use appropriate reading, viewing, and listening skills and strategies to gather 
evidence to support the research task. 

b. Build connections between prior knowledge and new information through 
engaging with information, and collaborate with others to broaden and deepen 
understanding. 

c. Gather information by surveying and interviewing others.  
d. Modify questions, sources, or strategies as needed to accomplish the research 

task.  
e. Monitor gathered information for gaps or weaknesses and seek additional 

sources as necessary. 
 
Objective 4.2: Extract relevant information that answers the information problem and 
meets task requirements. 

a. Apply critical thinking skills to evaluate and select information in terms of 
relevance, accuracy, validity, reliability, currency, authority, completeness, 
format, point-of- view, and timeliness. 

b. Distinguish between fact and opinion and evaluate for the presence of bias, 
prejudice, or propaganda. 

c. Validate and compare information in sources, noting differences, contradictions, 
and types of data or research. 

d. Use a variety of note-taking strategies. 
e. Abstract, summarize, and paraphrase. 
f. Credit appropriate sources using accepted citation format. 

 
 
Standard 5—Students will organize, synthesize, and present information. 
 
Objective 5.1: Organize information from multiple sources. 

a. Establish a clear purpose for the learning product. 
b. Analyze and organize information to support conclusions. 
c. Use technology and other information tools to integrate and organize textual, 

numerical, and pictorial information from multiple sources. 
d. Evaluate critically whether or not the selected information supports the 

proposed conclusions. 
e. Follow ethical and legal guidelines in using information, avoiding plagiarism and 

copyright violations. 
f. Create, revise, and refine drafts of the learning product. 
g. Finalize the learning product by applying criteria for quality and craftsmanship 

based on existing models, including assignment criteria and personal standards.  
 
Objective 5.2: Present research learning products. 

a. Present research learning products, using a variety of media formats effectively 



to promote new understanding. 
b. Update and publish learning products, individually or collaboratively, 

considering fair use and Creative Commons licensing. 
 
 
Standard 6—Students will evaluate the process and product. 
 
Objective 6.1: Assess the process and product for efficiency and effectiveness. 

a. Compare and evaluate the process and product with criteria from the original 
task definition. 

b. Assess ability to select sources that are current, valid, authoritative, and relevant 
to the task. 

c. Reflect on personal growth, development of technology skills, ability to 
collaborate, and personal performance during the research process. 

d. Assess development of time-management skills during and after the research 
process. 

e. Critique the quality and effectiveness of the process and product and determine 
areas needing improvement and how to make changes in the future. 
 

 
Strand III Literacy: Media Engagement 

 
In order to make informed decisions, students must successfully discern and interpret the 
messages surrounding them in media.  Teacher librarians, in collaboration with classroom 
teachers, can integrate these skills into curricular units throughout a wide range of core 
and elective subjects. 
 
 
Standard 1—Students will demonstrate that media literacy is a life skill integral to modern 
citizenship and informed decision-making. 
 
Objective 1.1: Understand and use basic terms and concepts of media with their potential 
impact, advantages and limitations.     
 
Objective 1.2: Evaluate and select media for appropriate personal, educational, and 
professional use. 

a. Consult reliable sources to critique and evaluate personal media choices. 
b. Evaluate and select media materials to meet educational, personal, and career 

needs. 
c. Determine whether the amount of time and attention devoted to media, including 

social networking, Internet gaming, and texting, is in balance with other activities. 
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