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	Committee
	Judicial Performance Evaluation Commission (JPEC)

	

	Date
Time
Location
	Tuesday, February 3rd, 2026
8:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
Senate Building, Seagull Room

	

	Members Present
	Mallory Bateman, Christine Durham, Christian Hansen, Gil A. Miller, Bridget Romano, Tom Ross, Terry Buckner, Mary Noonan, Curtis M. Jensen, Lisa Watts Baskin, Blair Hodson

	Members Excused
	Mike Smith, Becky Edwards

	Guests
	

	Staff
	Mary-Margaret Pingree, Chris Russell, Julie Spilker, Paul Tonks (AAG)

	Agenda Item:
	Announcements / Approval of January 20th, 2026 Minutes       Bridget Romano  
                                                                                             Mary-Margaret Pingree

	Notes:
	Motion – Approval of minutes. Terry makes a motion to approve. Gil seconds. The motion passes unanimously.

Announcements:
Midterm reports will be sent out this week, the usual timeline was pushed back for additional testing of the new judge portal. 

The next meeting will discuss B2 judges, and March 31st and April 14th will be judge interview meetings.

	

	Agenda Item:
	Commission Updates                                                              Bridget Romano
Open Session                                                                   

	Notes:
	A JPEC bill is out, SB233. Most items we wanted were included. A legislative working group formed on this bill. Another thing that affects JPEC is a legislative audit of the courts, focused on the 3rd district. Auditing staff will likely join our next commission meeting.

	Agenda Item:                                                                                                               
	New Judge Portal                                                                            Madison Klein
Open Session                                                                          
                                                                                   

	Notes:
	Madison demos the new judge portal for the commission. PDF reports will still be provided to presiding judges and the Judicial Council. JPEC is also planning to coordinate with the court’s education team. This is also the GRIT project for CCJJ. Because of this portal, we are saving CCJJ money. 

	Agenda Item:                                                                                                               
	2026 Retention Evaluation                                                              Chris Russell
Closed Session

	Notes:
	Maddie explains the evaluation batching rubric for the judges that will be reviewed today. B1 judges are our second scorers, typically 90% or above.

Motion – Close session. Lisa moves into close the session. Gil seconds. The motion passes unanimously.

Motion – Open session.  Gil makes a motion to open the session. Tom seconds. The motion passes unanimously.

Next time will be slower with B2s. Maddie, the important question is should this judge be moved to a C classification, would you invite them in to be interviewed? Keep that in mind while you review B2 judges.

Next meeting is the Tuesday after the President’s day holiday.

The Commission also discusses the status on evaluating appellate judges. JPEC staff will research the possibility of observing appellate judges.
 
Motion – Gil motions to adjourn the meeting, Mike seconds. The motion passes unanimously. 
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	Next Meeting
	February 17th, 2026
8:30 a.m. – noon 
Seagull Conference Room
East Senate Building

	
	

	

	
	




image1.jpeg
ﬁ@l UTAH JUDICIAL PERFORMANCE
EVALUATION COMMISSION




