Bicknell Town Council Meeting
January 8, 2026
7:00 PM
Welcome/Pledge of Allegiance
Mayor Noreen Johnson called the Bicknell Town Council meeting to order on Thursday, January 8, 2026, at 7:00 PM. Councilman Weston Johnson led the Pledge of Allegiance.
Roll Call
Present: Mayor Noreen Johnson, Councilmen Gregg Anderson, Weston Johnson, Town staff: Scott Woolsey, Kelsey Brinkerhoff, and Carrie Brinkerhoff. Steve participated via phone. Kerry Stevens was noted as absent. Others present: Sharon Cowley, Ellen Anderson, Ty Rees, Brock Jackson, and Laura Lasco.
Approval Of Minutes
The Council reviewed the minutes from the December Town Council meeting.
Councilman Gregg Anderson moved to approve the December Town Council meeting minutes. Councilman Weston Johnson seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.
Public Comments
Laura Lasco inquired about the electrical upgrades mentioned on the agenda, wondering if there had been funding acquired for the fire station. Mayor Johnson clarified that the agenda item referred to electrical upgrades at the park, not the fire station.
Business
Ty Rees- Golf Course
Ty Rees presented a conceptual proposal for a golf course development in Bicknell. He explained that while still in the investigative phase, his proposal would create economic and recreational benefits for both Bicknell and Wayne County. The proposed location would be on approximately 300-400 acres of SITLA (School and Institutional Trust Lands Administration) land near Sunglow Park.
Mr. Rees explained that SITLA owns the land to generate funds for Utah's school system through developments and royalties. He is in discussions with SITLA about the potential auction of this parcel.
The project vision includes:
· A golf course with scenic views of Sunglow
· Additional recreational amenities, such as a rec center or swimming pool
· Potential lodging accommodations (campground, RV park, or hotel)
· A subscription-based membership model for locals to access all facilities
· Connecting trail systems between Bicknell and Torrey
Regarding water, Mr. Rees indicated he's exploring options through the Wayne County Water Conservancy District rather than Fremont Irrigation, noting the district has surplus shares that need beneficial use. For irrigation, drilling a well on the property might be the most realistic approach, with culinary water potentially coming from Bicknell Town.
Several council members expressed support for the concept. Mayor Johnson noted she liked the idea for the entire county, and Steve voiced that the town should support the pursuit until an insurmountable roadblock is encountered.
Mr. Rees mentioned he had already presented to the county commissioners, who were supportive, and that golf management professionals would be visiting to assess the location. He promised to keep the council updated as the project progresses.
DUP Project
Sharon Cowley provided an update on the daughters of Utah Pioneers (DUP) building restoration project. She reported that they've experienced delays, but Taylor Built plans to start work next month on the floor joints, as the floor has collapsed. Lance has provided a bid of $6,000 to refinish the floors.
Ms. Cowley and Ellen Anderson explained that the building has sustained significant damage due to construction at the nearby school. They have met with school representatives and building contractors who have committed to addressing the damage after their construction is complete. A bid of $10,000 has been received for repairing the ceiling damage. Ellen noted that bricks continue to fall out from around the windows.
The project has funding through grants and a family fundraiser, but progress is delayed until construction at the school is completed and the floor is repaired.
Park Electrical Upgrades/Storage Container
Mayor Johnson discussed the need for electrical upgrades at the park, noting that during the Christmas event, plugging in just a few items would trip the breakers. She presented a quote for $12,000 from Andrew Barclay for upgrading the electrical meter from 100 amp to 200 amp, approximately 300 feet of trenching, and installation of five pedestals for food truck hookups.
The council also discussed acquiring a storage container for tables and chairs to free up space in the park building. The estimated cost for a container would be around $2,800. Concerns were raised about the aesthetic impact and proper placement due to setback requirements and sight lines for the corner.
Brock Jackson suggested exploring the Community Parks Recreation (CPR) grant that opens January 15th, which could potentially fund these improvements. He offered to check with state staff to determine if the project would qualify. The council agreed to pursue the grant opportunity.
Open And Public Meeting Training
Kelsey Brinkerhoff reminded council members of their requirement to complete open and public meeting training. She noted that she had received certificates from Gregg and Weston, but others still needed to complete the training and provide certificates.
Member Reports
Councilman Gregg Anderson reported that the funeral for Paul Jacobs the previous week went well.
Steve reported that road crack sealing looked good and was helping the town. He inquired about why some roads hadn't been sealed yet. Scott Woolsey explained they were still working on it, but one of their machines had broken down today.
Steve also mentioned some downed signs in town that might present liability issues if not addressed.
Mayor Johnson announced she had filed to run for county commissioner for Dennis's seat in the upcoming election, noting the filing deadline had closed at 5 PM that day. This will create a mayoral vacancy in Bicknell if she wins, as she would be sworn in next January.
Scott Woolsey reported on the crack sealing project, noting they've used about 10 tons of material from the 20 tons ordered, with the project expected to use around 16 tons total. He also mentioned that the SCADA system was currently down, preventing him from accessing flow data.
The council discussed a confusing email from BLM regarding renewal applications for an irrigation pond, pipeline, and spring protection site. Scott Woolsey and others expressed uncertainty about which town infrastructure might cross BLM land, as the town's water infrastructure is primarily on private and Forest Service land. Kelsey will look into this further and get it taken care of.
Miscellaneous
The council reviewed and approved the payment of bills.
Councilman Gregg Anderson moved to pay the bills. Councilman Weston Johnson seconded. The motion passed unanimously.
Closed Session as Permitted by Utah Code Annotated Section 52-4-205(1)(a)
No closed session was held.
Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned by Mayor Johnson.

