MINUTES OF THE TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 			      		        January 20, 2026
OF THE TOWN OF CLARKSTON									7:00 P.M. 
					      			    	      			
Town Council Meeting held at the Clarkston Town Hall, 24 South Main, Clarkston, UT
Attendance: Mayor: Ryan L. Thompson			
		Councilmembers: Jeff Noble, Brayden Goodey, Danny Godfrey, Jared Petersen 
                        
Town Clerk: Holly Jones

Public Attendance: Suzanne Thompson, Launi Pertersen, Luke Rashall, Paul Buntin 

1. 	CALL TO ORDER:
Mayor Thompson called the Clarkston Town Council to order at 7:00 p.m. Councilmember J. Petersen offered Reverence and led the Pledge of Allegiance to begin the meeting. 
2. 	BUSINESS:
Mayor Thompson addressed the minutes of the January 6, 2026 Town Council Meeting. Councilmember J. Petersen made a motion to approve the minutes of January 6, 2026. Councilmember D. Godfrey seconded the motion. All were in favor. Motion carried.  
The annual dog clinic has been scheduled for February 7, 2026, at 10 am to noon in the roads building. Any councilmembers that can be there to help would be appreciated. 

Resolution 26-02, “A Resolution Appointing A Treasurer, Mayor Pro Tempore, and Town Clerk for the Town of Clarkston, County of Cache, State of Utah” - Mayor Thompson read the resolution. Councilmember D. Godfrey made a motion to approve the resolution as read. Councilmember B. Goodey seconded the motion. All were in favor. Resolution 26-02 was adopted.  

3.	DEPARTMENTS:
   
Mayor Thompson - Master Fee Schedule Discussion: The Mayor wanted the Councilmembers to look at the Community Center, Amphitheater, and Pavilion rental fees. He felt they were too excessive and asked for the Council’s opinion. After some discussion, it was concluded that the Community Center rooms would be rented at a rate of $25 for 3-5 hours with a $100 deposit for possible damages. The rooms will continue to only be available to Clarkston citizens. Extenuating circumstances must be approved by the Mayor. The amphitheater and pavilions will not have a rental fee; however, the amphitheater will have a deposit of $50 for possible clean up or damage repair.     

Meeting Schedule Discussion: Mayor Thompson would like to change the Town Council meeting days from the first and third Tuesday to the first and third Wednesday. All Councilmembers and the Town Clerk were amenable to making the change. A new resolution reestablishing meeting times will be added to the next meeting agenda.  


Public Comment: Luke Rashall asked if there was additional language needed in the Community Center rental agreement if there was actual damage to the facility, beyond what the deposit covered, that the renter could be held accountable for that. He stated that the current trend is for people to rent, say an Airbnb, and then destroy it and they get away with it. He didn’t want to see that happen here. The Councilmembers were going to look into the rental agreement form and see if it needed to be strengthened. 
Mr. Rashall also asked if the Council knew what the impact fees were when the Rashall’s built their home a few years back. Town Clerk Jones stated that the impact fees had not changed since she started working for Clarkston Town in 2020, so the impact fees would have been the same when the Rashall’s built their home. There has to be a study done to be able to change impact fees and Clarkston has not done an impact study in the last five years. Mr. Rashall was curious because he was denied access to the town’s water system when he built, as his home is above 5,000 feet. He felt it was unfair because he pays taxes on city water use and will pay increased taxes if we upgrade the water system. He asked if he was ever allowed to hook into the water system but never used it, would he still have to pay $35.75 every month. He was told there was a water maintenance fee of $5 for vacant homes not using their meter.
Website Upgrade Discussion – The normal three-year contract with Town Web is up for renewal. This is the company that provides our website, clarkstonutah.gov. It was decided that Clarkston Town will renew with Town Web for three more years, but at the $300 one-time platform upgrade fee rather than the recommended $800 fee.  
Councilmember J. Noble – Fire Department – Nothing to report. The Mayor told him the Fire Chief is Casey Anderson, and the Assistant Fire Chief is Rod Buttars. Mr. Buttars is over the EMS side. 
Emergency Preparedness – Nothing to report. 
Councilmember B. Goodey – Youth Council – He stated that Diana Calderwood has been over the Youth Council. She said she would continue to fill that role until spring. She is hopeful that some of the parents she has been working with will step up and take some of the responsibility then she would like to just oversee it. There is a Youth Council Leadership Conference at Utah State University. One session starts March 5-7 or the second session is March 12-14. They train the youth on how to be good citizens. Most of the members of our Youth Council are very interested in going. Just so everyone knew who they were he listed the Youth Council members: Jaxon Fisher, Mayor; Brooke Coulam, Mayor Pro Tempore, Boston Mecham, Kynlie Nelson, Broden Jensen, Logan Fisher, Carson Fisher, Lindsey Balls, Allyson Balls, Brandalin Buttars, Zoey Brown. The conference is $175 per participant for the classes and food. It doesn’t include lodging, but they wouldn’t need lodging. Ms. Calderwood indicated that the previous administration had budgeted for the conference, so there should be funds available. Mayor Thompson approved moving forward and registering the members of the Youth Council for the conference. 
Planning Commission – Currently, there are two commissioners – Lester Lee and Austen Powell. There is a vacancy with Jeremy Hidalgo leaving. Councilmember Goodey spoke with Luke Rashall and he indicated he would be willing to help out. He asked if that could be put on the agenda for the next meeting. 
He received a letter from Russ Price, who is with BRAG, concerning HB 48 -Wildland Urban Interface Modifications, which was passed in March of 2025. Clarkston will need to adopt an ordinance recognizing the bill and the map, provided by the Utah Division of Forestry, Fire, and State Lands. They passed this bill because insurance companies started gouging people after all the wildfires in California. Lawmakers have stepped up so they can take charge as a state agency and say what areas are high-risk and what areas are not; thereby reining in insurance companies and not allowing them to charge for high-risk insurance in a non-high-risk area. On the new maps, Clarkston, along with most of Cache Valley, is deemed moderate. There will be no effect to us, other than needing to adopt an ordinance.  
Councilmember D. Godfrey – Cemetery – Clarkston has a new sexton, Paul Buntin. Russ Davis will be helping out on the days when Mr. Buntin can’t be there. 
Water Department – He has not made contact with Bryan Goodsell, the water operator, yet, but plans on setting up a meeting with him. Councilmember Goodey felt we might need to have an assistant or someone who could backup Mr. Goodsell, just in case. Councilmember Godfrey will add that to the list of things to speak to Mr. Goodsell about.   
Councilmember J. Petersen – Roads Department – Clarkston had a generous donation from David Erickson, on the Cache County Council. He donated a sander. It is on the back of the snowplow and just needs a little more setting up with the hydraulics. 
When asked about the snowplow itself, the Mayor said the truck ran well when the sander was picked up. It gets yearly maintenance from mobile mechanic Matt Maughn, which had just been completed before winter. The truck was newer than expected, being a 2002, and it has 120,000 miles on it. Russ Davis will be the snowplow operator. 
Mr. Erickson has a phone number for Councilmember Peterson for surplus used state and federal equipment, which will hopefully be beneficial to the town moving forward. 
The blade is back for the grader, and he and Mayor Thompson will get it put on. There are a couple people in town who know how to run it, Brooks Atkinson, himself, and a few others he hasn’t talked to yet. He felt all of the councilmembers should learn how to run it.     
Signs – Councilmember Petersen would like to change the stop sign by the Post Office that merges onto 200 East to a Yield sign. He stated they put that stop sign there because of pageant traffic and there is no longer any pageant traffic. Councilmember B. Goodey felt he should check with the state and make sure it was okay to change those signs. 
The stop signs going north and south on 300 South should be removed for the winter and then replaced with yield signs. It was felt the stop signs just diverted the speeders coming off the short divide through town. Mayor Thompson wanted to look into the flashing speed limit signs or other signs, such as fines double for speeding. Councilmember Petersen concurred with looking into the flashing speed limit signs. He spoke to other city planners who felt stop signs were the least effective to deter speeding. The flashing signs may be expensive, but even if there was just one coming down from Short Divide that would help – one coming up 300 South could be acquired later. He stated that Clarkston wanted to do what made the most sense to keep the children safe on that street. 
Parks and Recreation – Nothing to report. 

4.        	OTHER BUSINESS:
Public Comment: There was no other public comment. 
Next Meeting – The next Town Council Meeting will be held on Tuesday, February 3, 2026, at 7:00 pm.
5.	ADJOURN
There being no further business to come before the Council, Councilmember Goodey motioned that the Clarkston Town Council Meeting be adjourned.  Councilmember Godfrey seconded the motion.  All members present were in favor. Motion carried. The meeting was adjourned at 7:54 p.m.

Holly Jones  
Clarkston Town Clerk
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