
THE STATE OF UTAH
COUNTY OF SEVIER
CITY OF RICHFIELD
At the City Council
In and For Said City
January 13, 2015
7:11:04 PM  Minutes of the Richfield City Council meeting held on Tuesday, January 13, 2015 at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers of the Richfield City office building located at 75 East Center, Richfield, Utah.   Mayor David C. Ogden presiding.
1. OPENING REMARKS

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

3. ROLL CALL.
4. APPOINTMENTS
5. MINUTES APPROVED

6. WHITE’S SANITATION REPORT
7. PUBLIC HEARING – WINKEL ANNEXATION 
8. RECESS 
9. RECONVENE

10. PUBLIC HEARING – BEEHIVES 
11. FINAL APPROVAL OF IDEAL ACRES SUBDIVISION 
12. ORDINANCE 2015-1 VACATING 700 EAST STREET ADOPTED 
13. CIB CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS LIST FOR 2015 APPROVED 
14. RENEWAL OF THE ROCKY MOUNTAIN POWER FRANCHISE AGREEMENT DISCUSSED 
15. OTHER BUSINESS

16. MEETING ADJOURNED

1. OPENING REMARKS were offered by Councilmember Burrows.

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE was led by Councilmember Christensen. 
3.   ROLL CALL was answered by Mayor Dave Ogden, Councilmembers Kevin Arrington, Richard Barnett, Bryan Burrows, Kathy Christensen, Connie Nielson, City Finance Director Mike Langston and City Recorder Michele Jolley.  Mayor Ogden excused City Manager Matthew Creamer. 7:13:46 PM
Others present:  Taylor White, Max White, Mark Stewart, Kim Andersen, Blythe Ogilvie, Tom Bogh, Karl Rasmussen, Tooter Ogden, Boyd Cook, and Dave Anderson.  
4. APPOINTMENTS.  Mayor Ogden to the Council that he would like to re-appoint Pat Hansen and Steve Kunzler to the Planning Commission; and reaffirm the following appointed officials: Matt Creamer, City Manager; Mike Langston, City Finance Director; Michele Jolley, City Recorder; Kim Torgerson, City Treasurer; John Evans, Chief of Police; and Gaylen Matheson, Building Official.  7:14:17 PM  Councilmember Christensen moved to reappoint Steve Kunzler and Pat Hansen to the Planning Commission and to appoint Matt Creamer, City Manager; Mike Langston, City Finance Director; Michele Jolley, City Recorder; Kim Torgerson, City Treasurer; John Evans, Chief of Police; and Gaylen Matheson, Building Official.  Councilmember Barnett moved to second.  The motion carried on the following vote:  Councilmember Arrington, aye; Councilmember Barnett, aye; Councilmember Burrows, aye; Councilmember Christensen, aye; and Councilmember Nielson, aye.
5. MINUTES APPROVED.  The Council reviewed the minutes of the meeting.  In the minutes of the meeting held December 9, 2014.  Hearing no changes, Councilmember Burrows moved to approve the minutes of the meeting held December 9, 2014 as presented.  Councilmember Arrington moved to second. The motion carried on the following vote:  Councilmember Arrington, aye; Councilmember Barnett, aye; Councilmember Burrows, aye; Councilmember Christensen, aye; and Councilmember Nielson, aye. 7:16:18 PM    
6. WHITE’S SANITATION REPORT.  7:16:56 PM  Taylor White spoke to the Council about their goal to visit each year to discuss how the year went and address any concerns the City may have.  7:17:51 PM  Councilmember Nielson asked if the problem in the parking lots with the garbage service had been resolved.  Mr. White indicated that they met with all of the business owners and they put locks on the dumpsters and the businesses paying for the service were given combinations to unlock the dumpsters.  He stated that since that time, he has noticed that there are only 2 dumpsters that are still locked, so some of the business owners have opted not to lock their dumpsters.  Mr. White thinks that for now the matter is resolved until they hear something different.  
Mayor Ogden stated that we need a reminder occasionally that some people pay for all the services and other people take advantage of all the services.  He feels that the community is very fortunate because of how White’s Sanitation handles their business and being customer friendly they are sometimes taken advantage of.  7:21:28 PM  Councilmember Nielson wondered if this is something the City still needs to address?  She wondered if we need to reconsider how we handle this.  Mayor Ogden indicated that maybe this is something we should discuss during this year.  7:23:13 PM  Mr. White wishes there was a one size fits all solution for everything and they are open to suggestions if the City wants to do something different.  7:23:41 PM  
Councilmember Burrows stated that a few years ago we had a problem with carts not getting picked up when people move and he wondered if that has gotten better.  Mr. White thinks that it is taken care of.  Mr. Langston stated that we are emailing White’s daily even if there are not any changes.  Councilmember Christensen thanked White’s for their service.  Councilmember Barnett wondered if the amount left out for pick up has gotten better.  Mr. White stated that there have been some problems with home run businesses but he has gone to them and worked out any issues.  7:26:30 PM  Their contract will be up this year so they will be back in the 3rd quarter of the year to discuss it further. 

7. PUBLIC HEARING – WINKEL ANNEXATION.  7:26:58 PM  At 7:27 p.m., Mayor Ogden opened a public hearing to receive comments on a proposed annexation of approximately 18.09 acres located at approximately 1100 North and 500 East and identified as Tax Parcel 4-236-21 owned by Corey & Teresa Winkel.  Mayor Ogden commented that the City only has one chance for development of a piece of property and we want to be very careful to address the issues.  Hearing no comments, Mayor Ogden closed the public hearing at 7:28 p.m.  7:28:34 PM
8. RECESS.  Councilmember Christensen moved to adjourn to convene a Municipal Building Authority meeting.  7:28:54 PM Councilmember Nielson moved to second.  The motion carried on the following vote:  Councilmember Arrington, aye; Councilmember Barnett, aye; Councilmember Burrows, aye; Councilmember Christensen, aye; and Councilmember Nielson, aye. 
9. RECONVENE.  At 7:32 p.m., regular session of the Richfield City Council reconvened.  7:32:31 PM
10. PUBLIC HEARING – BEEHIVES.  Mayor Ogden opened a public hearing at 7:32 p.m., to receive comments on a request to change the City’s ordinance regarding beehives in City limits.  7:32:37 PM  Mark Stewart is the department head for the Sevier County Mosquito Abatement.  He stated that the fog that is used on the mosquitoes affects bees the same way.  It usually does not have an effect on the bees if it is done at night because the bees are hived up.  Honey bees are a very sensitive species.  The problem is not that the fogging will affect the bees, but his fear is that as the bees die for whatever reason, people will perceive that the abatement program will be blamed.  He worries that this will have a negative impact on the program.  He indicated that he has met with the County Commissioners and their discussions center around being very careful about where they fog when it comes to where bees are located.  If the City lifts the ban on bees and people begin to put bees in a checker board formation throughout the City, it is basically going to shut down the abatement program down within the City limits.  Mr. Stewart said that he would not be able to put a fogging truck through the City because of the drift.  No matter what angle they take, if there are enough hives in certain locations it will be very, very difficult for them to do their job.  Councilmember Burrows asked if the County sprays in Aurora because they allow bees in Aurora.  Mr. Stewart stated that the policy for the mosquito abatement in the County is that the people are supposed to be registered with the State and with the County.  There are a lot of hives in Sevier County and they do their very best to know where those hives are so that they do not get near them.  Last year there were 4 people registered with the County, but he knows that there are more hives than that in the County.  They do some surveillance during the day and locate the hives and stay clear of them.  When people have problems with their hives, public opinion is swayed really fast.  He stated that they are not going to kill the bees, but the County does not have resources to fight any type of litigation.  They have worked very hard to have a positive face in the County and in the past it has gotten pretty ugly over the mosquito abatement.  He is worried that if there are bee hives all over the place, it is going to be very difficult for them to take a fog truck through the City.  
Councilmember Nielson thought that the City stated that the mosquito abatement program would be on going and anyone wanting to do a hive will know that they City will continue the program without exception.  Councilmember Burrows wondered about putting this on the permit application so that they know right up front that we spray in Richfield City limits.  Mayor Ogden asked if what Mr. Stewart was saying is that if the City allows bees then he will not spray.  Mr. Stewart stated that he will not spray near a hive.  Councilmember Christensen felt that residents would a lot rather have not mosquitoes around than have the neighbors have bees.  Mr. Stewart stated that this is not a policy that he has created on his own.  It is a policy that most mosquito abatement districts throughout the State have accepted.  They have had many conversations about bees and trying to maneuver around bee keepers.  7:40:48 PM  
Councilmember Burrows wondered if there is a law that says you cannot spray within a certain distance of bees or if this is just a decision that Mr. Stewart makes.  Mr. Stewart stated that he will stay clear of hives with the support of the Commissioners.  Councilmember Arrington noted that liability had been mentioned.  He wondered if the Council was to lift the ban on bees and someone contracted the West Nile virus, would there be liability to the County for not spraying.  Mr. Stewart thought that there would be cause.  Councilmember Nielson asked Mr. Stewart if he was telling the Council that if they allow bees in the City, then he will not spray for sure.  Commissioner Ogden stated that if the City were to proceed as they are discussing and notify the bee keepers that the City is going to continue to spray and the main concern is health issues for the community; then the County would probably proceed with caution.  Councilmember Burrows does not see how you can take the services away from residents that are paying for mosquito abatement.  Mr. Stewart stated that there are only 2 reasons why they would do a no-spray.  One is through health concerns and the other is organic farming.  Mr. Stewart does not think it will matter if the City has a policy or not.  There are still going to be people who will call and fight that and want to be on the no-spray list because they have bees.  When he has to tell them that it is City policy, they are going to say that they do not care and they do not want to be sprayed.  He is afraid that once that door is opened there will be no way to shut it.  7:50:33 PM
Kim Andersen stated that he has raised bees for years.  Bees will not be killed by the spray.  He used to raise bees in Huntington and they would spray within 100 feet of the hives and he never had any hives die from the mosquito spray.  Mr. Andersen stated that Richfield is the only city in the County that has an ordinance against bees.  He also did some research and he could not find a city in the State of Utah that had an ordinance against bees.  Salt Lake, Provo and Orem allow bees.  He talked about some of the requirements that these cities have to control the bees.  Mr. Andersen stated that New York City allows bees and the White House has its own apiary.  He explained that it takes over a million colonies of bees to pollinate the almond crops in California every spring.  California does not have a million colonies which is why we are seeing more colonies in this valley.  There is finally money in it.  The beekeepers pack up their colonies and transport them to California about this time of year and then bring them back in March.  
Mayor Ogden stated that one of the concerns discussed by the Council was the number of hives that there could potentially be per block.  We decided that this is probably going to be more difficult to do than most people perceive and they may try it, but we will not have 10 or 12 hives on every block in our City.  

Mr. Andersen stated that if they are not experienced in bee keeping, it will be a short term for someone.  7:58:38 PM  
Boyd Cook stated that bees are quiet and as long as you do not provoke them, they just go about their business.  As far as a neighborly thing, they really are not an issue.  As for the concern about fogging, he stated that he used to have bees as a hobby, which is quite enjoyable, and he has not had any problem with fogging.  He appreciates the mosquito abatement program.  He stated that bees are good and encouraged the Council to allow them.  
Councilmember Christensen wondered if we end up allowing bees if we could make it mandatory that we spray for mosquitoes so if someone calls Mr. Stewart he could say that it is mandatory that he spray.  She said it is not fair to the neighbors if all of a sudden someone gets bees and they do not want it sprayed.  We almost need to make it mandatory that we spray.  8:07:08 PM
Mayor Ogden closed the hearing at 8:07 p.m.
11. FINAL APPROVAL OF IDEAL ACRES SUBDIVISION.  8:07:24 PM  The only item not resolved was the drainage.  The reviewing engineer felt that the water should be put in detention basins, but Mr. Rasmussen explained that the run off drains into the wash.  Mr. Rasmussen explained that the subdivision has a containment system underground for storm drainage, so the release into the wash will be controlled.  Councilmember Burrows moved to grant final approval of the Ideal Acres subdivision with the drainage being discharged into the wash and noting that the final plat will not be recorded until improvements are installed and approved.  Councilmember Barnett moved to second. The motion carried on the following vote:  Councilmember Arrington, aye; Councilmember Barnett, aye; Councilmember Burrows, aye; Councilmember Christensen, aye; and Councilmember Nielson, aye.   
12. ORDINANCE 2015-1 VACATING 700 EAST STREET ADOPTED.  8:24:11 PM  The Council reviewed the ordinance to vacate 700 East Street.  The right of way for this street is wider than the City standards require.  Once the plat for the Ideal Acres subdivision is filed, 700 East Street will become a dedicated City street.   Councilmember Barnett moved to adopt Ordinance 2015-1 vacating 700 East Street north of 700 North Street.  Councilmember Christensen moved to second.  The motion carried on the following vote:  Councilmember Arrington, aye; Councilmember Barnett, aye; Councilmember Burrows, aye; Councilmember Christensen, aye; and Councilmember Nielson, aye.   
13. CIB CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS LIST FOR 2015 APPROVED.  8:28:00 PM  The Council reviewed the capital improvements list for 2015.  The list is basically the same as last year, with the exception of the fire truck because we have applied for that funding.  Councilmember Burrows asked about the improvements to Centennial Park improvements because his discussion with Mr. Abegglen was that there was a plan for these improvements.  Mr. Langston stated that this could probably go away, but if we ever have to or want to re-asphalt the parking lots or the road, we would be looking at a huge cost.  Councilmember Christensen moved to approve the CIB Capital Improvements list.  Councilmember Burrows moved to second.  The motion carried on the following vote:  Councilmember Arrington, aye; Councilmember Barnett, aye; Councilmember Burrows, aye; Councilmember Christensen, aye; and Councilmember Nielson, aye.   
14. RENEWAL OF THE ROCKY MOUNTAIN POWER FRANCHISE AGREEMENT DISCUSSED.  8:39:36 PM  The Council discussed the City’s expiring franchise agreement with Rocky Mountain Power Company.  The last agreement had a term of 25 years.  At the time the last agreement was signed, they were anticipating a lot of growth in the area.  They said they need to have the term of the agreement for 25 years because they needed that time to do good planning.  One of the things Mayor Andersen asked for was for Rocky Mountain Power to keep the office on Main Street open.  It became very controversial because they closed that office within six months after the City signed the agreement.  In discussing this renewal, Mr. Langston, Mayor Ogden and Mr. Creamer feel that a 10 or 15 year agreement would be sufficient.  
Mayor Ogden stated that with new technology and new things happening, he would hate to get us committed too far down the road.  
Councilmember Barnett asked Councilmember Burrows what this agreement actually does.  Councilmember Burrows pointed out that we are not going to get out of this because we do not have any other options.  Councilmember Christensen suggested that we sign the agreement for 10 years.  The Council seemed to be in agreement with this.
15. OTHER BUSINESS.  8:47:20 PM  The Council received a letter from the Utah Housing Authority stating that a project slated for our area had been approved to receive tax credits.  8:47:24 PM 
Councilmember Nielson stated that Charles Billingsley is under appreciated.  She believes he has done an excellent job in a very difficult situation.  She knows that he was able to get the property across from Syddall’s Floor Covering cleaned up.  Councilmember Nielson wishes he could go inside houses because she is concerned about aging houses in Richfield and what we can do about it.  Councilmember Christensen also felt that Mr. Billingsley is doing an excellent job.  8:49:51 PM  
The Council asked that an ordinance be drafted for bee keeping in the City limits.  Councilmember Nielson stated that Commissioner Ogden seemed to think that if the City makes it know that we will be doing mosquito abatement in our community regardless of whether or not residents have bees.  Councilmember Christensen thought that it was more important to spray for mosquitoes than to allow residents to have bees.  Mr. Langston suggested that we should look at putting some wording in the ordinance stating that abatement for mosquitoes is a priority for the health, safety and welfare or our community.  8:55:32 PM  
Councilmember Arrington reported that they have started to work on the 4th of July celebration for this year.  One of the first things they are going to try and do is find a new chairperson for the fish grab.  8:58:04 PM  
The Council will be meeting with the Planning Commission next Tuesday, January 20 at 6:00 p.m.
16. MEETING ADJOURNED.  At 9:15 p.m., Councilmember Christensen moved to adjourn.  Councilmember Nielson moved to second.  The motion carried on the following vote:  Councilmember Arrington, aye; Councilmember Barnett, aye; Councilmember Burrows, aye; Councilmember Christensen, aye; and Councilmember Nielson, aye.  9:15:16 PM 
PASSED and APPROVED this 27 day of January, 2015.










Recorder


Minutes of the Richfield City Council Meeting held January 13, 2015
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