
THE STATE OF UTAH
COUNTY OF SEVIER
CITY OF RICHFIELD
At the City Council
In and For Said City
November 18, 2014
Minutes of the Richfield City Council meeting held on Tuesday, November 18, 2014 at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers of the Richfield City office building located at 75 East Center, Richfield, Utah.   Mayor David C. Ogden presiding.
1. OPENING REMARKS

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

3. ROLL CALL

4. MINUTES APPROVED

5. EXPENDITURES APPROVED
6. AUDITED FINANCIAL STATEMENT ENDING JUNE 30, 2014 APPROVED
7. CITY’S BEE KEEPING ORDINANCE DISCUSSED
8. WAIVER OF IMPROVEMENTS FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF A HOME BY TOM BOGH APPROVED
9. EXECUTIVE SESSION
10. RECONVENE

11. OTHER BUSINESS
12. MEETING ADJOURNED 

1. OPENING REMARKS were offered by Mr. Langston.
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE was led by Councilmember Arrington.
3. ROLL CALL was answered by Mayor Dave Ogden, Councilmembers Kevin Arrington, Richard Barnett, Bryan Burrows, Kathy Christensen, City Manager Matthew Creamer, City Finance Director Mike Langston and City Recorder Michele Jolley.  Mayor Ogden excused Councilmember Connie Nielson.
Others present:  Kameron Finlinson, Joe Tubbs, Ezra Shumway, Stephanie Johnson, Phillip Johnson, Rick G. Roberts, Gabe Miller, Ryder Rippstein, Aspen Shumway, Lauren Poulsen, Bo McKinlay, Neil Myers, Aarin Chester, Tom Bogh, Kate MacDonald, Hope Gentry, and Dave Anderson.  
4. MINUTES APPROVED.  Consider a motion to approve the minutes of the meeting held October 28, 2014.  Councilmember Christensen moved to approve the minutes of the meeting held October 28, 2014 as presented.  Councilmember Arrington moved to second.  The motion carried on the following vote:  Councilmember Arrington, aye; Councilmember Barnett, aye; Councilmember Burrows, aye; and Councilmember Christensen, aye.
5. EXPENDITURES.  The Council reviewed the October 2014 Warrant Register and Cash Disbursement Journal.  Councilmember Burrows moved to approve the October 2014 Warrant Register and Cash Disbursement Journal.  Councilmember Barnett moved to second.  The motion carried on the following vote:  Councilmember Arrington, aye; Councilmember Barnett, aye; Councilmember Burrows, aye; and Councilmember Christensen, aye.
6. AUDITED FINANCIAL STATEMENT ENDING JUNE 30, 2014 APPROVED.  Rick Roberts, CPA presented the audited financial statement ending June 30, 2014.  7:16:10 PM  Mr. Roberts introduced Gabe Miller as a new partner who worked with the City on the recent audit.  7:17:21 PM  
Mr. Roberts explained that audits are to insure that the financial statements are not misleading to the public.  Their opinion was that the financial statements presented fairly, in all respects, the financial position of the activities and information of Richfield City at June 30, 2014.  7:19:02 PM 
The management discussion and analysis section of the financial statement showed a condensed financial statement of activities, revenues and expenditures of the city.  7:20:01 PM 
Councilmember Nielson arrived at 7:20 p.m.  
Mr. Roberts reviewed the Statement of Net Position showing the funds that are restricted noting these funds are restricted by outside sources and cannot be spent for anything other than what they are identified for.  7:24:10 PM  He discussed governmental activities and drew the Council’s attention to the funds listed under parks and recreation where it showed that the City received 6.8 million dollars in grants which were capital grants for the Airport.   
Mayor Ogden asked Mr. Roberts to explain for the benefit of those present what the difference is between a grant and other types of funding.  He stated that grants are usually sought after by the City for a specific purpose.  Mr. Creamer noted that a grant is something we don’t have to pay back.  7:27:44 PM  

The balance sheet included in the financial statement just shows the current assets and current liabilities without any of the City’s long term debt.  At the end of the fiscal year the City had an excess of $666,052 in the general fund.  

Mr. Roberts also pointed out a report showing the City’s debt service requirements for the next 5 years.   He also stated that the City did not exceed its budget in any of the categories in expenditures.  They did not find any State compliance findings or findings on the Airport that needed to be reported in this financial statement.  7:40:02 PM
Mr. Miller reviewed the compliance section of the financial statement.  He discussed a report on internal control for the entire audit.  Mr. Miller discussed the requirements any time the City receives federal funds and expends more than $500,000.  Because of the amount of money the City received from the FAA, Mr. Miller was required to perform a single audit compliance for those grant monies.  He explained that the State of Utah also required single audit compliance for monies the City received from the State.   Upon completion of those audits, an opinion was issued stating that the City complied with all the aspects of the types of compliance requirements stated in the financial statement.  7:43:18 PM  
Councilmember Arrington moved to approve the City’s audited financial statement ending June 30, 2014.  Councilmember Christensen moved to second.  The motion carried on the following vote:  Councilmember Arrington, aye; Councilmember Barnett, aye; Councilmember Burrows, aye; Councilmember Christensen, aye; and Councilmember Nielson, aye.   

7. CITY’S BEE KEEPING ORDINANCE DISCUSSED.  7:43:59 PM Stephanie Johnson gave the Council information supporting her request to allow bees within the City limits.  She proposed that bees would be allowed with provisions.  She indicated that she came up with some provisions, but stated that they were entirely arbitrary.  Allowing bees would require notification to the City and registration with the Utah Department of Agriculture and Food and there would be a maximum of 5 hives per City block.  Mrs. Johnson stated that it is a State law that beehives have to be registered with the Department of Agriculture and Food.  One of the items she enclosed in her packet was an application to the Department of Agriculture and Food.  She also does not think that there would ever be 5 hives in a block. 

Mrs. Johnson indicated that she is not an expert on bees, but she did read a book called the “Bee Keepers Lament” which is about the Miller Honey Bee guy.  She stated that almond production in California is entirely dependent upon honey bees.  So we need bees to pollinate our gardens, trees, etc.  There is some evidence that says if you suffer from allergies or other medical conditions that local honey can help that.  

Bee populations world-wide are being threatened.  The bees just disappear.  Mrs. Johnson also presented information from the White House stating reasons why the President and Congress think we need help with pollinators.  
She also stated that the Council can outlaw bees and say that we are not going to allow bees and beehives in towns, but we all know that there are people in town that do and even if they are outlawed there still will be bees in town.  Further, the beehive is our State symbol and the honey bee is our State insect.  

So why are they illegal?  Maybe because there are some people that are allergic to it and we cannot deny that sometimes bee stings kill people but the response to this that they are very, very docile.  Unless you attack them or are aggressive toward them, they are not going to want to sting you because if they sting you they will die and they do not want to do that.  It is really a fraction of the population that is allergic.  

The other reason to consider why bees should not be kept in town came from the County Extension Agent, who would be in favor of having bees in town.  He stated that a concern would be if a hive got too big the bees would swarm, but if a bee keeper is paying attention to their hive, they could take care of that. 

Mrs. Johnson contacted IFA and last year they sold about 40 packages which is a queen and about 10,000 bees, which is how you start a hive; and this year IFA sold 70 packages and they are anticipating orders of even more of them.  They take orders for them starting in January and February.  Mrs. Johnson pointed out that IFA now has a whole section of bee keeping supplies that they did not use to have, but because people are getting into keeping bees, it helps our economy.  7:51:49 PM  
Councilmember Burrows stated that he brought this up some time ago because he had requests from different people in town.  He would be in favor of this.  

Mrs. Johnson supplied the Council with a chart showing with bees and without bees.  She noted that pollination of alfalfa with bees is 220 pounds of seed per acre and without bees it is 62 pounds per acre.
Mayor Ogden asked about Africanized bees.  The extension agent indicated that this could be another problem.  The farthest we have seen them come north in Utah was Cedar City a couple of years ago.  Usually it will not be a problem here because it gets so cold in the winter.  If they are going to come, they will come.  They do take over a hive if they come.  

Councilmember Barnett has a brother-in-law in Kaysville who has a hive in his yard and he is on the City Council there.  He has had some experience with bees when he was growing up.  His high school had a bee hive in the middle of the courtyard and his grandfather was a bee keeper.  He thought that if we structure the ordinance right and control the numbers, it would not be a problem particularly because IFA sold 70 hives and is planning to sell more this year.  We have hives in town, so we should either enforce the ordinance that we have now and get rid of them or we ought to change the ordinance.  

Councilmember Nielson felt that placement would be an issue.  Councilmember Burrows stated that we would want hives to be in the rear yards.  Councilmember Christensen pointed out that there are a lot a small yards in town.  

Councilmember Burrows stated that when the City was discussing an ordinance for chickens we had a lot of people that got chickens, but now a lot of people no longer have chickens.  He thought this would probably be the same if the Council allows it.  We would probably have a big rush and then it will die down.

Councilmember Barnett stated that the boy scouts use to offer a bee keeping merit badge.  They discontinued it in the late 90’s because there was no interest or not enough interest in bee keeping for kids to earn the bee keeping merit badge.  Now all of a sudden in the last few years since the economy went in the tank, there is this huge resurgence in people wanting to have urban bees.

Councilmember Christensen suggested having a public hearing to get public input instead of the Council just deciding.

The Council will hold a public hearing to receive public input on keeping bees in town.   
8. WAIVER OF IMPROVEMENTS FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF A HOME BY TOM BOGH APPROVED.  8:10:10 PM  Tom Bough was present and discussed his desire to build a home on the property located at approximately 750 East and 800 North.  He understood that the council had discussed abandoning 750 East Street.   Councilmember Burrows thought the Council had abandoned 750 East Street.  Mr. Bogh stated that if the City abandons this road it would land lock his property.  

Mr. Creamer stated that the Council did discuss abandoning this street, but there were concerns because of the power line that will need to be maintained and the issues of land locking certain pieces of property, which would make it difficult to abandon.

Councilmember Burrows stated that they were going to have access from 700 East.  It was his perception that we left the Ideal Acres subdivision with the impression that he was redesigning his subdivision to abandon 700 East.  Councilmember Barnett stated that if he were Tooter Ogden he would have left that meeting with the same perception. 

Mr. Bogh stated that the transportation master plan is supposed to be developed on the north side of the property he owns, but he wants to build the home on the south end, which could not be accessed from the road on the north without 750 East Street.  

Mr. Creamer pointed out that we honestly do not know if the subdivision is going to be developed.  It has received preliminary approval, but has not been finalized.  The City is in the process of vacating the right of way for the 700 North Street because the right of way is wider than what the road will be.  

Mayor Ogden asked Mr. Bogh if he had thought of other possibilities for access if the road were changed.  Mr. Bogh stated that there is really no other option for the corner of this property.  He cannot put in a cul-de-sac to access this property because it would be too long. 

Mr. Bogh is ready to start building a home on that property and our ordinance requires him to put in street improvements. It does not make sense for him to do that because where it is located, so he went to the Planning Commission and they recommended that the Council enter into a waiver and consent for special improvements.   

Councilmember Burrows would think that 750 East would be there until the improvements above are made, but it needs to be copacetic with everything else in the area.

Mr. Creamer pointed out that the access issue does not just affect Mr. Bogh’s property, but the abandonment of 750 East would also affect the access of the property owner to the south of Mr. Bogh.  

Councilmember Barnett wondered if we had addressed the fact that there are other land owners that are going to need access to their land.  Councilmember Nielson thought that we were assuming that everyone would have access off from 700 East through the subdivision and there would be a road over so that they could connect on to 700 East.  
Mr. Creamer recalled that Mr. Ogden was told that he would have to put a restriction on his plat that the lots along 750 East have no access onto 750 East.  He also felt that it would not hurt to designate 700 East as the collector and it does not mean that we would have to abandon 750 East.  
Mr. Ogden did not want 750 East to be an access to his subdivision because he did not want to put in the improvements along that road.  He could not afford to move the power poles or redo the bridge, so there were a lot of reasons why he did not want to use 750 East as the entrance to his subdivision.  

Councilmember Burrows understood that it was the Planning Commission recommendation to abandon 750 East and make 700 East the main north bound road.  

Councilmember Nielson asked if water and sewer go out to Mr. Bogh’s property.  He indicated that they do not.  It is not feasible for him to run the water or the sewer to his property, so he will be installing a septic tank and a well.  Councilmember Nielson asked if this would be allowed inside the City limits.  Mr. Creamer stated that if services are not within a certain distance, we cannot make them connect.
Councilmember Arrington wondered if it would be possible to keep 750 East until the time when the area develops so that there is the other access.  Councilmember Nielson thought there was something between the 700 East and 750 East that was an issue.  Mr. Langston stated that we were just going to maintain an easement for the power lines along 750 East.  

Councilmember Barnett stated that we were probably not aware that we had land owners who needed 750 East beyond what Mr. Ogden was going to do.  He does not think we were made cognizant of the fact that we have other land owners who need access to their land off from the existing road and there is no other access to them.  

Mr. Creamer noted that there are existing homes in that area that need that road.  Councilmember Nielson asked who maintains 750 East.  Mr. Creamer stated that we do, but we have made an agreement with the County since they have a lot more gravel and dirt roads than we do, so when they are doing other roads in the area, they will grade this road and we will pay them for the portion of the road in the City.  This road is on our transportation list and we do collect class C road funds based on mileage that includes this road.  
Councilmember Nielson clarified that the Planning Commission had recommended that the Council approve a waiver for Mr. Bogh on this property, and at such time as improvements are made in the area, he would have to participate in the cost of those improvements along his property.  

Councilmember Barnett moved to approve a waiver and consent to special improvements to delay the improvement on the property located at approximately 750 East 800 North until such time as the remainder of the property on 750 East develops.  Councilmember Christensen moved to second.  The motion carried on the following vote:  Councilmember Arrington, aye; Councilmember Barnett, aye; Councilmember Burrows, aye; Councilmember Christensen, aye; and Councilmember Nielson, aye. 

9. EXECUTIVE SESSION.  8:47:57 PM  At 8:47p.m., Councilmember Christensen moved to adjourn regular session of the Richfield City Council and convene an executive session to discuss the character, professional competence, or physical or mental health of an individual.  Councilmember Arrington moved to second.  The motion carried on the following vote:  Councilmember Arrington, aye; Councilmember Barnett, aye; Councilmember Burrows, aye; Councilmember Christensen, aye; and Councilmember Nielson, aye. 
10. RECONVENE.  9:06:56 PM  At 9:06 p.m., Councilmember Barnett moved to reconvene.  Councilmember Arrington moved to second.  The motion carried on the following vote:  Councilmember Arrington, aye; Councilmember Barnett, aye; Councilmember Burrows, aye; Councilmember Christensen, aye; and Councilmember Nielson, aye. 
11. OTHER BUSINESS.  9:14:41 PM  Councilmember Burrows reported that the fire department has the opportunity to sell a fire truck to Wayne County.  The oldest truck we have, they have offered $15,000 for.  Councilmember Barnett asked if it was worth $15,000 for us to keep it.  He indicated that we do not use the truck and with the new truck coming, we will not use it.  Some of the discussion in the fire department was that if we are going to just give it away we just as soon give it to Sigurd or Koosharem where it would still be in the County, so we would still get some benefit from it.  Councilmember Burrows stated that Wayne County has got to do something because they had an engine blow up.  The Council stated that the fire department should pursue the sale.    

9:19:39 PM  Councilmember Burrows talked about some of the decisions that have been made with developments and he feels that we should have our City attorney to our meetings.  He is very frustrated with how things have been going. Councilmember Barnett stated that the problem is that the Councilmembers are not land use experts and we are not developers, so we do not have the expertise because we do not know enough to know what we do not know.  We cannot be an expert on everything.  We do, based on our experience, our education and what is presented to us, we have to make the best decisions we can make based on what we know.  That is all we can do and from time to time, because of the nature of this beast, we are going to make mistakes.  Councilmember Nielson felt that we should require the City attorney to be to our meetings.  

Councilmember Nielson stated felt that the Council just needs to be consistent.  Mr. Langston suggested that one of the biggest things is to not get in a hurry or be pressured by developers to hurry up and make decisions.  

Mayor Ogden would like to have someone from the Planning Commission come to Council meeting when there is a development issue on the agenda so that they can explain their position and why they made the decision they did.  On the other hand, we cannot appear to be anti-development which is really easy to be even though we are trying to be careful and not set precedence.  Mayor Ogden stated that with each project there seems to be so many little unique things.  
Councilmember Nielson thinks that we need to have the City attorney and Planning Commission to the meetings on nights when we talk about development.  

Councilmember Arrington wondered about having a policy where the Council would review recommendations from the Planning Commission in one meeting and then wait to act on it until the next meeting.  

9:50:04 PM  Mr. Creamer reported that the new water well was being pumped today.  The contractor is surging and it will be running 24 hours a day for the next 5 days.  The contractor thinks that this is one of the best wells he has ever seen.  We are tapping an aquifer at a level that no one else in the County has tapped.  The pressure is there.  The water quality is there.  It is such a good water source that we are perforating between 1,100 feet and 1,400 feet and they sealed the well down so that we do not get the ground water.  They are actually perforating 200 of those 300 feet in different sections.  Once everything was sealed off, the water from the 1,100 to 1,400 foot level came up to within 6 feet of the ground level.  It has artesian properties and enough pressure behind us that it will save us on pumping and we may be able to set the well quite a bit shallower because of this.  
9:52:25 PM  The last event for the sesquicentennial is the Home Show.  
Christensen’s and Sevier School and Office are selling the Richfieldopoly game.  

Mayor Ogden gave the Council a pioneer magazine.  

12. ADJOURN.  9:57:36 PM  At 9:57 p.m., Councilmember Christensen moved to adjourn.  Councilmember Nielson moved to second.  The motion carried on the following vote:  Councilmember Arrington, aye; Councilmember Barnett, aye; Councilmember Burrows, aye; Councilmember Christensen, aye; and Councilmember Nielson, aye.
PASSED and APPROVED this 9 day of December, 2014.










Recorder


Minutes of the Richfield City Council Meeting held November 18, 2014
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