
THE STATE OF UTAH
COUNTY OF SEVIER
CITY OF RICHFIELD
At the City Council
In and For Said City
October 28, 2014
Minutes of the Richfield City Council meeting held on Tuesday, October 28, 2014  at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers of the Richfield City office building located at 75 East Center, Richfield, Utah.   Mayor David C. Ogden presiding.
1. OPENING REMARKS

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

3. ROLL CALL

4. MINUTES APPROVED

5. STATEWIDE UTILITY AGREEMENT WITH UDOT APPROVED
6. EXTENSION OF CITY’S LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE AGREEMENT APPROVED
7. ORDINANCE 2014-7 BALLOON & WIND SAIL BANNER SIGNS ADOPTED
8. QUATERLY FINANCIAL REPORT REVIEWED
9. OTHER BUSINESS

10. MEETING ADJOURNED

1. OPENING REMARKS were offered by Councilmember Arrington.
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE was led by Mayor Ogden.

3.   ROLL CALL was answered by Mayor Pro-tem Barnett, Councilmembers Kevin Arrington, Bryan Burrows, Connie Nielson, City Manager Matthew Creamer, City Finance Director Mike Langston and City Recorder Michele Jolley.  Mayor Ogden excused Councilmember Christensen and Mr. Creamer.
Others present:  Emily Dowdle, Josh Dowdle, Boy Scout Troop 1699, Richfield High government class students and Dave Anderson. 
4. MINUTES APPROVED.  7:12:11 PM  The Council reviewed the minutes of the meeting held October 14, 2014 and made the following corrections.  In the minutes of the meeting held October 14, 2014, on page 5 at line 43, Councilmember Christensen noted that it was the Lion’s Club and not the City that hosted the Deer Hunter’s Ball.  On page 8 at line 24, Mayor Ogden wondered about the wording of the last sentence.  The Council felt that it read as it should.  
Councilmember Barnett moved to approve the minutes of the meeting held October 14, 2014 as corrected.  Councilmember Burrows moved to second.  The motion carried on the following vote:  Councilmember Arrington, aye; Councilmember Barnett, aye; Councilmember Burrows, aye; and Councilmember Nielson, aye.  7:13:24 PM  
5. STATEWIDE UTILITY AGREEMENT WITH UDOT APPROVED.  7:13:44 PM  The Council reviewed a Statewide Utility License Agreement with UDOT.  Councilmember Burrows asked if we had entered into such an agreement with UDOT.  Mr. Langston did not recall that we have, but it is something that they want and are requiring.  A lot of the City’s utilities fall within UDOT right of ways, so in order to maintain our infastructure; we would need to have an agreement with UDOT.  Councilmember Nielson noted that the City is not required to provide a bond to UDOT, but according to Councilmember Burrows the City would need to get an excavation permit.  

Councilmember Arrington moved to approve the Statewide Utility License Agreement with UDOT.  Councilmember Burrows moved to second.  The motion carried on the following vote:  Councilmember Arrington, aye; Councilmember Barnett, aye; Councilmember Burrows, aye; and Councilmember Nielson, aye.   
6. EXTENSION OF CITY’S LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE AGREEMENT APPROVED.  7:16:47 PM  The Council had discussed extending the agreement with Mr. Mason for the City’s Landscape Maintenance agreement.  The Council had also discussed the expiration being December 31, 2016.  Councilmember Burrows moved to exercise the City’s option to extend the Landscape Maintenance Agreement with Scott Mason for 2 years with an expiration date of December 31, 2016.  Councilmember Nielson moved to second.  The motion carried on the following vote:  Councilmember Arrington, aye; Councilmember Barnett, aye; Councilmember Burrows, aye; and Councilmember Nielson, aye.   
7. ORDINANCE 2014-7 BALLOON & WIND SAIL BANNER SIGNS ADOPTED.  The Council reviewed Ordinance 2014-7 defining balloon/inflatable and wind sail/banner signs.  7:17:55 PM  Mr. Creamer was assigned to measure the height and width of some of the existing banners.  

Councilmember Nielson stated that the new restaurant on Main Street has a banner that is quite tall.  We thought it was about 10 feet tall, but we did not know for sure.  Mayor Ogden noted that this banner appears to be bigger and he thinks it is because it is closer than the banners at Steve’s Steakhouse.  

Councilmember Christensen arrived at 7:21 p.m.  7:21:07 PM 
Councilmember Barnett moved to adopt Ordinance 2014-7 defining balloon/inflatable and wind sail/banner signs.  Councilmember Arrington moved to second.  The motion carried on the following vote:  Councilmember Arrington, aye; Councilmember Barnett, aye; Councilmember Burrows, aye; Councilmember Christensen, aye; and Councilmember Nielson, aye.   
8. QUATERLY FINANCIAL REPORT REVIEWED.  7:21:37 PM  Mike Langston reviewed the quarterly financial report.  He explained that the sales tax revenue compared to last year is down about 1.89%.  That amounts to about $9,000 less year-to-date.  The year-to-date for the highways tax and the recreation tax is down from last year by 5.18%.  This report indicates to Mr. Langston that the local economy is struggling a little worse than the State economy.  This is an area of concern because we did project 3% growth and obviously we are not growing.  Councilmember Barnett suggested that EC Source was a big factor in these figures and stated that we may be lucky to only be down 1.5% with them pulling most of their business out.  7:23:33 PM
Mr. Langston reported that after 3 months our water sales are up about $22,000.  

7:25:35 PM Councilmember Arrington asked about the City’s transient room tax.  He indicated that the County is up about 5% for the calendar year.  Mr. Langston stated that year to date against the prior year shows this tax is down about $1,700.  7:28:02 PM  
The expenses for the sesquicentennial are at about $6,000 and we budgeted $10,000.  Mr. Langston does not believe all of the expenses have been paid for.  He cannot remember paying for the Tabernacle Choir yet. 7:28:34 PM  
Mr. Langston indicated that we have spent a little for abatement expenses.  The financial report shows that we spent $2,800, but he thinks we have paid another $1,300 since the end of the quarter.   We usually get reimbursed for these expenses in the next year through a tax lien.  7:29:19 PM 
Councilmember Burrows asked if the golf course is on track.  7:29:47 PM  The green fees and concessions are down slightly, but cart rentals are up about $3,000 and food sales are up as well.  Overall it is pretty close to what it was last year.  Councilmember Arrington noted that we do not start selling season passes until later in November and he wondered if that would go into green fees.  Mr. Langston stated that this revenue would go into green fees.  7:30:31 PM  
The temporary wages at the swimming pool are up significantly over last year.  He has not had a chance to talk with Mr. Creamer about this, so he does not know the reason for this.  It is definitely an area we need to watch.  7:31:48 PM  
Because of the flood at the golf course we ended up spending $20,000 out of the rec tax fund to make those repairs.  We did not have the money to take from anywhere else.   We did want to do some things at the Centennial Park with those funds, but we will probably have to put that off until next year as a result of the flood.  

Mr. Langston reported that we purchased 3 new police vehicles this year, 2 trucks and a car.  The car was part of the school resource officer program.  Mayor Ogden stated that the trucks were purchased because the resale value is so much higher than a car, even with high mileage.  

Mr. Langston stated that we have spent a little bit more from the water fund on utilities; about $7,000.  Part of this was that we had to run the big pump on 100 East a lot this summer.  We try to run it just at night, but we were not able to keep up with the water usage.  We ended up having to use the big pump during the day and the demand charge is really high because it is a 600 horse pump.   7:33:20 PM 
Mayor Ogden indicated that the new well at the new business park is now down to approximately 1,400 feet and it is looking really good.  The test results show that the amount of water we can pump will be 4-times what we had in the old well and the water and the source are better at this location.  7:34:26 PM
Mayor Ogden and Mr. Langston were told late this afternoon that our emergency generator up at the springs will not run anymore.  It is old and we cannot get parts for it.  We are still working on trying to get prices, but we are probably looking at about $50,000 for a backup generator.  We spent about $54,000 a year ago for a generator down at the sewer plant.  7:35:53 PM  
Councilmember Burrows did not think we paid that much for the generator at the fire station.  When we purchased the one for the fire station we had decided to keep all the generators from the same manufacturer.  It is a Cummins and the health department has the same generator.  It is not a budgeted expense, but it would come out of the water fund and there would be enough money there to pay for this.  7:37:34 PM  
Councilmember Burrows stated that Koosharem Town ordered a 3-phase generator, but they do not have 3-phase power.  He suggested we check with Koosharem to see if maybe the one they got would work for us.   7:39:16 PM
9. OTHER BUSINESS.  Mayor Ogden is concerned about an article coming out in the paper that our Elks Lodge has lost its charter.  He is not sure what will happen, but it sounds like the decision has already been made.  He indicated that it will be a great loss for our community.  7:41:20 PM  
Mayor Ogden visited the City’s property that we have leased to the Division of Wildlife and he reported that it is being very well taken care of.  It has been beautified, the crops are growing wonderfully, and they have leased and rented water to make that area “blossom as a rose.”  It is wonderful property for the pheasants and other wildlife they are raising.  He encouraged those present to be aware of what is down there, enjoy hunting, obey the rules and be careful.  Mayor Ogden feels that this is a nice use of our public property.  7:42:21 PM  Councilmember Barnett talked with Paul Niemeyer about this property and they have released birds there.  7:42:48 PM  
It occurred to Councilmember Barnett after the Council’s discussion two weeks ago on the waste water situation with Kay McIff’s property and the decision the Council made to have a centralized detention basin makes more sense that having each property have its own detention.  He wonders if having a centralized basin would end up costing the City or would cost more to build than it would cost the developers to build on their own.  We set a fee to be collected on Mr. McIff’s first phase of lots and it thought when it comes to do phase II and phase III on his project and whoever might develop their own land in the future, the developer should find out how much it would cost them to build the facility they would need on their land and that is the amount of money we should require them to pay toward the centralized facility.  That may not be enough to cover the cost of the facility and the City may have to put some in to make up the difference, but Councilmember Barnett felt this would be a fair way to assess for it.  

Councilmember Burrows agreed with Councilmember Barnett, but he also noted that the developer would also have to give up some property for that purpose, so the cost of the property might need to be included as well.  7:47:54 PM
Councilmember Nielson wondered if the Council would get any feedback on a property maintenance case that is filed with County attorney.  Mayor Ogden talked with Mr. Billingsley today and he indicated that nothing has been done on the property and he suspects that the case has not been filed on the Waters’ property.  Councilmember Burrows stated that the bail wagon has been moved, but Mr. Billingsley reported that there is still a bunch of stuff piled up on the property.  He told Mayor Ogden that he would follow through with that.  7:50:17 PM
Councilmember Nielson asked if the garbage problem in the parking lots had settled down.  Mayor Ogden thought that they had worked out some arrangement.  He does not know what the arrangement is, but he has not heard any more about it.  Councilmember Nielson is just concerned about having garbage just sitting by the dumpsters and not being picked up.  7:51:28 PM 

Mr. Langston reported that there was a major sewer problem behind the Sevier School and Office Supply building.  Mayor Ogden visited with JaLee Bennett of Sevier School and Office and she is requesting that the City put black top in for safety.  They have an ice problem there in the winter and black top tends to absorb the heat and melt the ice.  The awning that used to be there is not going to be put back.  This area will be put into additional parking.  7:56:08 PM  
Councilmember Burrows wanted to know if Mr. Creamer had followed up on the detention pond.  7:56:27 PM 
Councilmember Burrows wondered if we ever got anything in concrete for the hanger leases at the airport.  7:56:40 PM  
Councilmember Arrington reported that the electronic sign at the park is still down.  At some time during the night it has to talk to a remote at the County building and when it does, there is an issue.  The County is going to pay for some upgrades to the sign that will be wireless and then we will just use a lap top to drive over there and update it.  The hope is that by taking out that need for it to talk to the remote at the County building that it will solve the problem.  If this does not work, Councilmember Arrington is not sure what we will do.  7:57:46 PM  
Jones & DeMille has been doing a feasibility study for a visitor’s center for about the last year.   A few weeks ago they came in with a cost estimate which was just for the visitor’s center portion, a 3,000 square foot building and site work i.e., the road, sewer, water, etc.; that estimate was for 1.65 million dollars.  The Travel Council and Commissioners decided to table the matter for now.  Jones & Demille is going to work some of the numbers, but Councilmember Arrington cannot imagine that they will be able to get it to a point where we can afford to do something like that.  They will be looking at some other options like a building in town that we could lease or buy that would fit into the budget.  The museum portion was another few thousand square feet for another $400,000.  Mayor Ogden has been to many communities where visitor’s centers and museums pay off because they do get people that come and stay an extra day or two and they are interested in what is happening in the area.  He thinks that we need to be careful just nixing the idea of having a visitor’s center which he thinks we have long needed in our community.  He thinks a museum would add to the amount of people that stay, visit, inquire and also look at our community as a better place to come and live.  Councilmember Arrington agrees that it would be valuable piece to the travel and tourism office if we can get it to where we can afford to do it.  7:59:38 PM  

10. MEETING ADJOURNED.  8:00:56 PM  At 8:00 p.m., Councilmember Christensen moved to adjourn.  Councilmember Nielson moved to second.  The motion carried on the following vote:  Councilmember Arrington, aye; Councilmember Barnett, aye; Councilmember Burrows, aye; Councilmember Christensen, aye; and Councilmember Nielson, aye.
PASSED and APPROVED this 18 day of November, 2014.
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