Hello,
Grand County Active Transportation and Trails is interested in Applying to the 2026 Recreation Trails Program Grant. We have been fortunate enough to receive this grant every year over the past decade and would love your support in our 2026 application. What we need from you is a Letter of Support (LOS) to accompany our application. I’ve attached a draft example of a LOS that you’re free to modify or reference if you are interested in supporting this request. 
Our application this year will focus on the introduction of e-bikes to the mountain bike trails on BLM land in Moab starting March 1st, 2026. Our staff’s schedule is effectively funded through Summer 2027, though some projects from this grant would be incorporated into the ’26 and ’27 schedule. This grant will ideally help fund our trail crew’s efforts through Spring 2028 on various maintenance and signage projects as well as materials.
With the introduction of EMTBs, we expect to see a change in use patterns. Time will tell, but based on our knowledge of the local trails, soon-to-be released studies, and evidence from other regions that have introduced EMTBs, we expect the following changes:
Newer riders on popular trails
· EMTBs lower the barrier to entry of mountain biking and we expect to see more new riders at trail networks like Moab Brands, Klonzo, and Navajo Rocks. This increased use, especially by new riders will require more maintenance. 
Faster Speeds
· In general, EMTBs are able to travel faster on uphill and rolling terrain. Older trails were designed before EMTBs were allowed and may need to be adjusted with modifications or minor reroutes.
· Additional signage would be helpful in areas of blind corners to remind riders of 2-way traffic
· There may be more instances of riders passing each other on climbs and rolling terrain necessitating more pull-outs or other trail modifications. 
Longer Rides
· EMTBs allow the rider to travel further in the same amount of time or while expending the same amount of energy, thus we expect the average ride of an EMTB rider to be longer
· We expect network connector trails such as 7-Up, Chisolm, and Zephyr to receive more use
· We expect trails deeper into trail networks to get more use than they currently see due to increased ride range
· With this increased use of further out trails, we expect more maintenance needed.
More use on popular trails
· We expect to see an increase in visitation due to the introduction of EMTBs. This increased use will require more maintenance on already popular trails
Need for more Signage
· With higher use, higher speeds, and changing use patterns, we expect the need for additional and updated signage alerting users to:	
· Etiquette
· Trail Directionality
· Warnings at hazardous trail segments
Need for increased trail delineation
· With increased use, the ability to ride cross country more easily, increased speed, and more new riders there is a need for more frequent and robust trail delineation, especially in areas devoid of natural material. 

This grant will focus primarily on mitigating these impacts, unforeseen impacts, and deal with typical needs of our trails. We will also have a small focus on other non-motorized trails in need of repairs on BLM land such as Hidden Valley.

If you have any questions please don’t hesitate to reach out! I’d be happy to discuss this further.

Thank you for your continued support! We here at GCATT appreciate all you do for our trail community.

-Evan Smiley
GCATT – Operations Coordinator


