PROCLAMATION 
Supporting Participation in the AARP Network of Age-Friendly States and Communities 
WHEREAS, communities across the nation are experiencing a growing population of older adults, and it is essential to plan proactively to ensure residents can age safely, actively, and independently; and 
WHEREAS, an age-friendly community benefits people of all ages by promoting accessible infrastructure, safe public spaces, inclusive programs, transportation options, and opportunities for social connection; and 
WHEREAS, the AARP Network of Age-Friendly States and Communities provides a nationally recognized framework to help communities assess needs, engage residents, and implement policies and improvements that enhance quality of life for older adults; and 
WHEREAS, collaboration among local governments, boards, agencies, and community partners is critical to addressing the unique needs of rural communities and ensuring efficient use of resources; and 
WHEREAS, engaging older adults in planning and decision-making strengthens community resilience, supports aging in place, and fosters intergenerational connection; 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT PROCLAIMED, that the Ballard City formally supports participation in the AARP Network of Age-Friendly States and Communities; and 
BE IT FURTHER PROCLAIMED, that the City Council commits to working collaboratively with community partners and residents to identify opportunities to improve accessibility, safety, wellness, and inclusion for older adults; and 
BE IT FURTHER PROCLAIMED, that age-friendly principles shall be encouraged in planning, policies, programs, and capital improvements to support a livable community for residents of all ages; and 
BE IT FURTHER PROCLAIMED, that this commitment reflects the community’s dedication to dignity, independence, and quality of life for current and future generations. 
ADOPTED this _3__ day of _February_, 2026. 
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