GCD Meeting 
12/9/2025
1pm

IN attendance: Sam Cunningham, Rhonda Gotway Clyde, Kara Dorhenwend, Dee Taylor, Trish Hedin-Grand County, Cory Farnsworth-USU Extension, Brandon Todd-NRCS, Garrett Fish-NRCS, Catherine Magge-NRCS, Anders Fillerup-NRCS, Lowell Gardner-NRCS, Aaron Michel-UDAF, Ryan Jones-UDAF, Julie Weber-UDAF
Motion to approve the November Meeting Minutes and December Agenda was made by Rhonda and seconded by Kara. Motion carried. 
Public Comments and Concerns or requests for assistance: Rhonda reached out to the current director of Youth Garden Project (YGP).  The proposal mentioned will be discussed at future meetings. $1500 request was updated from the first proposal. 
Crop School- will be tabled until late summer early fall.
YGP- soil, lumber and materials request for $1500. Dee will need to work with them to get the donated water tanks to them to use for raised garden beds. Kara moved to grant YGP with $1000 to go towards the requested needs at this time with an open invitation for future request proposals. Rhonda seconded the motion, and the motion passed. 
The motion to accept the proposed 2026 meeting schedule was made by Rhonda, seconded by Dee. Motion passed. 
Motion to host the Local Work Group meeting on January 13 was made by Kara, Rhonda seconded the motion. Motion passed.  Rhonda will contact the grand Center. Flyer will be made and distributed. 
Motion to order 200 weed calendars for $600 was made by Kara and seconded by Dee. Motion approved. 
Grazing Improvement Board has two openings. They need a nomination letter from the CD board for nominations. Cory John Vetere and Ryan W. Taylor have been recommended as potential candidates. Motion to approve the nomination letter was made by Rhonda, seconded by Kara. Motion passed. Dee abstained from voting. 
Bills to be pained or ratified. 
Vermeer 						$249.23  
Dee’s SERA for the UCC Tour in the amount of 	$753.80 
Youth Garden Project			            $1000.00	
Castleland RC&D 					$600.00
					Total                $2603.03

Kara motioned to pay the bills. Rhonda seconded pay bills. Motion passed. Dee abstained from voting. 
Cory – Master Gardner program is going on now.  Beef Field Day Workshop will be held in Price on January 9th. All are encouraged to attend. 
Trish with Grand County asked USU Extension to attend a commission meeting and present what USU Ex uses their funds for. Grand CD will receive the $1500 as a line item on the county budget. Will work on a correspondence asking about the Conservation Easement to move forward on the Planning and Zoning commission workload.  Trish will share the draft easement ordinance that is written prior to support. The district has requested to invite the commissioners to a district meeting. There is a new Planning and Zoning director.  There are concerns on rezoning lot requests that are coming in.  Budgeting is still an issue but working through it. Working on a balanced budget with major cuts to significant line items for 2026.
Meetings /Trainings
· Soil Health in the West Conference in ST George on February 10-12th. 
Utah Water Optimization applications open on January 1st and run through February 28th. Irrigation projects are eligible to apply. 50/50 cost share. 
The zone meeting will be in the last week of March. As soon as the facility confirms date, flyer will be sent out. 
Watershed coordinator was unable to attend but will attend future meetings and will keep on the agenda.
NRCS Business: Lowell introduced staff from the state office.  Program applications are open until January 15th. SFP for High tunnels, Soil Health and Erosion. Examples of practices that quality were shared.  Future contracts and plans will be brought to the board for discussion and support. Lowell discussed the updates on the Castle Valley Watershed project. Catherine gave an update on the current staffing issues in the NRCS as a general, as well as staffing in the field office in Monticello.  Working on hiring a future planner from the pathways program and permanent CD in the next year. The CD position has been added to the national critical vacancy list.  
Dee discussed the Local Emergency Planning Committee (LEPC) meeting upcoming, Dee requested to attend in the name of the GCD. Motion to approve this meeting on the approved list of meetings was made by Rhonda. Seconded by Kara. Motion passed.
Sam adjourned the meeting at 2:30pm

PRE-APPROVED MEETINGS FOR SUPERVISOR COMPENSATION (meetings not on this list to be reflected in the minutes):

· Canyonlands Watershed Council Roundtables
· County Resource Planning
· Grand County Special Service District Irrigation Water Board
· Grazing Improvement Program (GIP)
· Groundwater Management Plan Study
· Moab Area Watershed Partnership (MAWP)
· RC&D
· Rivers, Trails and Conservation Assistance (RTCA) Project
· SE Utah Riparian Partnership and Field Days
· Soil Health Workshops
· UACD Meetings and Conventions
· USFS Management Plan
· Watershed Restoration Initiative (WRI)
· Conservation Field Tour
· NACD Meetings
· Water Users Workshops
· Local Emergency Planning Committee (LEPC)



 




