 M I N U T E S 

RICH COUTY Conservation District
Regular Board Meeting, January 14th, 2026
195 North Main Street Randolph, Ut 84064
ATTENDANCE:

Conservation District Chair

Candy Cornia, President 
Conservation District (CD) Supervisor 

Judy Stuart, Treasurer 
Braden Cornia 

Yale Johnson (absent)
Cole Weston (absent)
Conservation Partners Representatives:

Ben Law, Conservation Planner  

Justin Elsner, District Conservationist (absent)
Taylor Payne, GIP (absent)
Jayme Kofoed, Conservation Planner (absent) 
Reganne Briggs, Utah State University Extension 
Conservation District Staff:

Jeanne Weston, Clerk

SUMMARY OF CONSERVATION DISTRICT ACTION

CD MEETING - CALL TO ORDER

Candy Cornia called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.  

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Minutes were emailed prior to the meeting along with hard copies provided at the start of the meeting.  Judy Stuart made a motion to approve the minutes, Braden Cornia seconding and they were unanimously approved.
AGENDA ITEM

Financial Report-Jeanne Weston

It was stated that currently there is $31,824.61 in the general operating fund. 
The deposits recorded were: $5.41 for interest on 10/27.

There were not any checks that processed since the last meeting.
The checks that have not processed are: Michael Nebeker- Check for $6,950 #355, Woodruff Stock Association BLM- Bill Cox (2024 &2025) $200.00 each #352 and #353, Woodruff Stock Association USFS- Bill Cox #352, Clerk Wages $1,116.50 #357, District Dues: 2026 District Dues Paid- UACD annual dues $750, Voluntary education donation $125 total $850.00 ck#358, National dues $101.00 #359, Quilt tickets $50.00 #364, Judy Stuart- door prizes and auction item $43.33 #365 and Judy Stuart- SERA #361 $40.90.
The outstanding bills are Planner wages, Convention door prizes etc., SERA and UACD breakfast favor reimbursement for North Cache.
Braden Cornia made a motion to approve the outstanding bills, Judy Stuart seconding and they were unanimously approved.
AGENDA ITEM

Ben Law- UDAF
Zone Meeting is on January 29th 3:00pm to 6:00pm. There will be clerk training and there will be additional training on January 22nd at 6:00pm. 
Conservation fair on February 4th with USU crop school. They have that in the morning and then there will be break out sessions until 3:00pm. After 3:00pm will be the local work group meeting. Jace will be cooking a Dutch oven dinner. 

Soil health in the west conference Feb 10-12 in St. George. They were asking if districts would sponsor it up to $500.00. If it is a $500.00 donation it will cover a spot for someone to go. Ben said that it can be reimbursed from the $11,000 State money. Include in the February minutes if it is voted yes and how much money was approved or not approved. Candy expressed the frustration that everything is down south. Ben thought the money would go towards the speakers. 
A discussion was open regarding our youth and how they could be incorporated into the district. 

Local work group meeting- the cattlemen meeting. Ben asked for suggestions on when to hold this meeting. 

Cattlemen forage school on February 11th- Brandon Willis’s barn at 6:00pm. We could possibly do it an hour before. Our next CD meeting would be on the 11th. IWJV said they can do mailers along with texts. Ben said a text would be really great. They wanted to shoot for the district meeting at 3:00pm and then go into 4:00pm or 4:30 for local work group meeting. 

Ben does not feel super confided about getting an ISM grant. He reported that Jace said there is some chemical left over form a Cache grant. The left over can possibly be brought over. Ben suggested on sending a banner or something out, TJ Hoffman gets some as the county weed sprayer. Ben said that Edmaps pro needs to be used going forward. If TJ can be confident. Reganne is going to talk about it on February 11th. 
AGENDA ITEM

Taylor Ward- NRCS
There are CSP changes, everything who has a current contract is being honored how it was at the time of being signed. New current contracts will have this apply to them. Any one renewing will need to compete against anyone that is applying. They have changed that there is a base payment on your acreage and good practices. They have also taken away enhancement so it is all just practices. The application deadline is tomorrow for funds used in 2026. They are working on ranking them. 
A new pilot program Agriculture pilot program- projects that will be funded in this opportunity have a few minimums. There I will be soil test and it is for 5 years. The soil tests will be pretty high tech. Right now, the closest lab is in Nebraska. This would include cover crops, no till, nutrient management, prescribed grazing, irrigation management. A quarter of the money that NRCS receives will go into this…. This year looking to be 10 million. A certified crop advisor needs to take the soil sample; it cannot be a NRCS individual. 

There is a FSP happening in Laketown/Round valley if there is anyone that the board members know of. 

AGENDA ITEM

Will Benkelman- Bear River Watershed Resilience project coordinator

He works for Phesants forever, his job is to work on a pilot program. He wanted to meet everyone and that he is working in bear river watershed. His  program is designed to get upfront costs done and pay it over time. There is an agreement made with what works best with the producer. It is 0% Interest but 3% contractual management fee. It helps with the NRCS upfront cost. It is to reduce the barrier to do program. It also helps with filling applications filled out, contractors to do the work. 

An example is in Preston, Idaho an irrigation program. He wants to take care of weed infestation, erosion. This is an EQIP program, he can do state program. Whatever a producer wants to do they can help with. They do have to do some habitat work, grazing is a good management tool.  

On the financing side you can finance it up to 10 years and whatever payment schedule works best for you they can do. It is a producer driven program. 

Taylor inquired if there is any monitoring requirements for long term. Will said on their end there is not further monitoring, it is just habitat and working lands conservation. 

AGENDA ITEM

Reganne Briggs- USU Extension

January 21st is the Northern Utah field days. It is at the Cache county event center at 8:30am to 3:30pm. 
February 11th- Rich County forage school. At the next meeting she would like to bring a 4H coordinator to the next meeting to see how to get more youth involved. 
Action item for next meeting- Public lands initiative.UAES grant.  She is writing a grant to work on grazing distribution. She is going to focus on management of cattle. It requires a match and she will bring it to the next meeting. 

DISTRICT BUSINESS

Candy Cornia- Chair 
Next meeting will be held on February 11th at 3:00p for CD and 4:00pm for local work group followed by a forage school. 
The SERA forms were filled out. 
Braden Cornia made a motion with Judy Stuart seconding to pay the SERA, this was unanimously approved.

MOTION TO ADJOURN
Braden Cornia moved to adjourn the meeting and Judy Stuart seconded, unanimously approved.  The meeting was adjourned at 7:30pm. 
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