Approved 1/14/2026
LEAMINGTON PUBLIC HEARING & TOWN COUNCIL
Wednesday, December 10, 2025 6:30 PM

PUBLIC HEARING

Roll Call:
Mayor, Russ Finlinson: present
Council Members Present: Michael Lovell, John Pruitt, Steven Holman
Council Members Not Present: Clark Nielson
Clerk/Recorder, Ashlee Echols: present
Treasurer, Brittney Nielson: present
Town residents: Todd Tolley, Tyler Christensen
Other attendees: Jess Peterson (Six County Advisor), Mike Hansen (Hanson Planning Group)

Meeting called to order at 6:41 PM

Ordinance review and updates: Mike reported the previously discussed updates have been made, including the cross-connection requirements and cemetery/gravesite revisions. Updates were made to the zoning ordinances based on council & community input surrounding RV’s at the last public hearing, Mike detailed each zone’s RV/camper allowances & restrictions. Russ suggested increasing the time RV’s may be unconnected to water/sewage be increased from 45 to 60 days for short term use, the council agreed & ordinance was updated. Mike reviewed the general provisions clarifying distinctions between mobile homes and recreational vehicles with their permitted use. Russ raised concerns over the two mobile homes already in existence in town that do not comply with new zoning regulations. Mike confirmed these are addressed under the ordinances nonconforming use provisions. Russ thanked both Mike Lovell & Mike Hansen for their hard work on the ordinance updates as well as Mike Lovell’s tech expertise. 
Ashlee asked if the types of businesses were now listed on the business license application form & if we could establish a business license number assignment system that would work with Pelorus to help track business licenses. The application form will be updated & delivered as an appendix with the final adopted code. Mike Hansen will clean up that ordinance to establish a license number assignment system.  
The council discussed a recent state legislative change affecting nonconforming uses & structures, specifically the period after a discontinued nonconforming use must comply with current zoning standards was shorted from 1 year to 6 months. The council agreed to retain the town’s existing one-year standard. Due to recent legislative renumbering, there are outdated statutory references within the code that will need to be cleaned up to align citations with current state statutes.  
Once the ordinance is approved with the discussed minor edits, Mike Hansen will finish those small edits & clean up, create a big PDF for the website, add in the application forms & mail the town a few hard copy binders of the adopted ordinances/code then send his final invoice. We will retain access to the drafts that we can amend in the future as needed.  

Mike motioned to adjourn the public hearing, John seconded, all in favor; motion carried.
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Bills: The bills were approved and signed.
Minutes:  Mike motioned to approve November minutes, John seconded, all in favor; motion passed. 
Ordinance review & approval: Steven motioned to adopt the ordinances with the corrections discussed in the public hearing, John seconded, all in favor; motion carried. New ordinances will take effect January 1, 2026. Russ shares his gratitude for all those who put effort into getting the ordinances updated & completed, Oak City for the initial starting point, Mike Hansen & his team for their hard work. 

Water Project updates: Russ expressed appreciation to Todd for insulating the piping & emphasized the need to finalize insulation. In an effort to save money & not surpass our USDA grant funding, Russ has asked Bob Chew to wire the wellhouse & review the SCADA needs. Bob was able to give an estimate of around $20,000, significantly reducing the cost compared to the requested $90,000 change order from Brotherson’s. Further discussion with Todd, Mike & Russ clarified that installation of the tank control system and communication equipment cannot proceed until the new well house is completed, as the control center and internet connection are designed to be housed there. Until then, tank levels can only be monitored and controlled manually. To prevent freezing while construction continues, the group discussed the need for temporary 120-volt power to run heat under the tarps. Action items included contacting contractors to expedite power installation, confirming block availability (including darker color options), and pushing forward on construction to avoid further delays. Concerns were also raised about unexpected monthly power charges at the tank site, prompting a plan to review utility billing and transformer costs to better understand ongoing expenses and avoid unnecessary charges.

Town hall/parks project updates: Russ reported that he heard from Seth Johnson & he will be starting on the grading of the Maintenance bldg. the week of Dec. 15th. Todd & Russ discussed the French drain installation. Additional piping will be purchased as needed to route the runoff correctly. We purchased the change unit for the propane to gas conversion; Todd plans to get that done Friday.   

CIB submittals: We submitted reimbursement requests for the town hall & maintenance bldg. grants. Heather sent back some questions for both; Russ has given our response for one grant & is working through the other. We will revise the submittals as needed & submit them again within the week. 

Christmas Eve celebration: Steven will contact the family who rented the town hall the 20th about decorating before & if that doesn’t work with their plans, the town will hold Klippe Klister Tuesday, Dec. 23rd.  The council will bag candy on Monday, Dec. 22nd. Assignments were given to prepare for the celebration.  

Town hall use: Upcoming rentals have been discussed. Ashlee asked if residents want to use the town hall for basketball or something simple for an hour or so if they are charged a rental fee. The council clarified that the town hall is meant to be used for the town & if there is not a scheduled rental, residents need only request the key from John. Once the bride’s room has been completed prices will be raised for wedding events. John suggested increasing the cancellation/deposit fee for residents as low cancellation fees allow dates to be reserved far in advance then later cancelled, preventing others from booking popular dates. After a discussion, it was agreed the rate needs to be increased. 

Church land sale: Mike needs to adjust the proposal/letter of intent to include the parcel of land that has the access road on the side of the church. Once it’s updated, Russ will sign & it will be sent. They have already done the lot line adjustment with the county. 

Financial Audit report: Russ reviewed the financial audit report with the council. Fund balances increased over $300,000 due to revenues exceeding expenditures. The fire & class C road funds have sufficient funds for future necessary expenses. The audit currently reflects only a portion of the town’s assets; meaning we are in even better position than the audit currently reflects. Overall, the audit presents the town as financially stable & well positioned for future growth. 

Capital asset additions: There is a list of capital assets needing to be added to the Pelorus system to track depreciation, including new well & water system, town hall and maintenance building improvements, road projects, land purchases and other infrastructure upgrades. 

Clark resignation/Chronical Notice: Clark has given a resignation letter and has resigned effective December 15th. We will run a vacant council seat notice in the newspaper for two weeks to inform residents & encourage applications. 

Bag Candy: As discussed earlier, candy bagging has been moved to the 22nd. Mike will get the status of the bags; Russ will finish ordering & picking up candy/oranges. 

Cemetery: Cemetery trailer has been moved to the maintenance building to have solar panels cleaned. Discussed plans to wire the trailer for the capacity to triple charge the batteries used to the run sprinkler system. 

Parks project updates (cont.): Russ bought a generator for the town hall & well house; Bob Chew will rewire and help set up the ability to move between the buildings as needed. Steven will get the hitch the town needs for the generator. 

Six County Info: Jess reminded the council of the Wildland urban interface ordinance being adopted before the new year—it has been added to the new ordinances pending the map. He offered the required yearly OPMA training as well as new mayor/council member training. Discussed the data privacy report required to be done by Dec. 31st that will be GRAMA requested at a later date.  

Mike motioned to adjourn, Steven seconded, all in favor; motioned passed. 
Meeting adjourned at 8:33 PM
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