[image: ]UTAH DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE AND FOOD
State of Utah 
Fish Health Policy Board 
 October 1, 2025
 1:00 – 2:30 PM
UDAF offices
    Taylorsville, UT  
Conference Room #2508
 
Teleconference link: https://tel.meet/myd-fetf-esj?pin=1044021855935
Join by phone: (US) +1 219-281-4414 PIN: 
This meeting will be conducted in person and via electronic means. Here is the available link to the public for live broadcast and on-demand viewing: https://tel.meet/myd-fetf-esj?pin=1044021855935
If you do not have access to the Internet, you can join via telephone calling: (US) +1 219-281-4414 and using meeting PIN: 599 035 977

AGENDA 
· CALL MEETING TO ORDER – WADE CAVENDER, CHAIR. 
· Wade Cavender (chair) commenced the Fish Health Policy Board meeting on October 1st, 2025 at 2:00 pm, from an alternate location (UDWR offices) due to a gas leak at the original venue (UDAF offices). During the roll call, Randy Oplinger, Mike Canning, Drew Cushing, Melinda Bennion, Dr. Robert Martinez, Anthony Siegle, Xavier Matheson, Christine Swan, and Dr. Ari Fustukjian were all present. Tylyn Griffin and Tyler Coleman joined the meeting remotely a little late. (00:01:22).
· PUBLIC COMMENT 
· None
· APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE FHPB: [action Item] 
· May 28, 2025 FHPB meeting (Handout) 
· The minutes from the May 28th, 2025, meeting were approved without changes, following a motion by Xavier Matheson and a seconded by Mike Canning (00:03:54).
· Aquatic Animal Health Policy Movement Updates [discussion item]
· Presented by Christi Swan on behalf of UDWR.
· Christi Swan introduced a UDWR Health Waiver update on Bonneville cutthroat trout (BCT) movement in summer of 2025. This involved relocating 96 Bonneville cutthroat trout from Blubber Creek to the Fountain Green isolation station on June 27th, 2025, due to fire concerns, with the plan to use them as a brood population for repopulating other creeks over six to seven years (00:05:11). Mike Canning commented on the success of a similar past effort with Beaver Creek cutthroat trout, highlighting the isolation station's effectiveness (00:08:29).

· WOUNDFIN VARIANCE [action item]
· Randy Oplinger and Melinda Bennion presenting on behalf of UDWR.
· Melinda Bennion then introduced a hardship variance for fish movement. This variance request involved salvaging woundfin to develop a propagation program at the Aquatic Animal Health Research Center AAHRC in Logan, with both Randy Oplinger and Melinda Bennion presenting the details (00:09:33). Melinda explained that woundfin have been federally listed since 1970, with a viable population in only 16 miles of the Virgin River in Utah (00:11:10). They noted that the species' persistence relies on stocking due to a short two-year lifespan and challenges in reproduction linked to water year conditions (00:12:20). They added that the primary brood source in the Virgin river was depleted and the population at Southwestern Native Aquatic Resource and Recovery Center (SNARK) experienced significant losses, necessitating the establishment of a second brood stock location in Utah at AAHRC (00:13:37) (00:16:03).
· The board discussed the variance request for woundfin, noting that fish from Utah's Virgin River are health-certified, unlike those from Arizona, but the risk is low due to a temporary holding facility and the urgency of conservation (00:17:13) (00:25:51). Melinda Bennion and Randy Oplinger presented a flowchart outlining various fish movement scenarios, including transfers from SNARK to AAHRC, and wild fish to temporary holding facilities or directly to SNARK (00:18:21). Xavier Matheson affirmed that the proposed variance, including the use of an isolating holding tank as well as the Utah portion of the Virgin River being health approved mitigated risks for importing fish from non-health-approved sources (00:25:51). Dr. Robert Martinez suggested extending the variance duration from two to five years, due to the extremely low population numbers and short life cycle of woundfin. After discussion, the board unanimously agreed this variance should be passed. Xavier Matheson made a motion to approve the woundfin variance with the modification to extend its duration from two to five years, this was seconded by Dr. Robert Martinez. (00:30:47).

· LOVELAND LIVING PLANET AQUARIUM VARIANCE [action item]
· Anthony Siegle presenting on behalf of LLPA. 
· Anthony Siegle requested a continuation of a variance from 2020, allowing the Loveland Living Planet Aquarium to transport fish when a health-approved source is unavailable, with continued permission-seeking and collaboration with regions (00:34:34). Randy Oplinger supported the variance, noting that it ensured official documentation for instances where ornamental species might not come from health-approved sources (00:35:54). The board approved the variance, extending it for another five years, consistent with previous long-term approvals for similar cases (00:37:07). Mike Canning motioned to approve the variance with the modification to extend its duration to five years, this was seconded by Xavier Matheson

· ANNOUNCEMENTS [discussion item] 
· No announcements at this time.
· Xavier Matheson announced that the next meeting would address the "Clear the Rules Initiative," a governor's initiative to remove redundant and unnecessary language from aquaculture-related code and rules (00:38:16). The goal is to eliminate copy-and-pasted definitions and fix incorrect references, streamlining existing regulations without changing their substance (00:39:30). The next meeting, likely an online gathering, is anticipated for early December to vote on these changes before the legislative session (00:40:47). 

· ADJOURN -  Meeting adjourned by chair Wade Cavender.

IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE AMERICAN DISABILITIES ACT, INDIVIDUALS NEEDING ACCOMODATIONS DURING THIS MEETING SHOULD CONTACT UDAF AT 801-982-2200. AT LEAST THREE WORKING DAYS PRIOR TO THE MEETING. HEARING IMPAIRED INDIVIDUALS SHOULD CALL UTAH RELAY SERVICE AT 801-298-9484 OR 1-800-364-4128
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