Great Salt Lake Advisory Council Meeting – November 11th, 2025
Location:  Eccles Wildlife Education Center
(Video Recording: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pq1hZri3znw&list=PLdOWJfqOhvT6XDEEBULbycyE-TBG0mhaa&index=1)
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Notes

Welcome and Introductions (00:00:00)
Tim Hawkes, Chair opened the meeting with introductions.

Approval of Agenda and Meeting Notes (00:3:30)
Agenda and Notes Approved.

Update from the Office of the Great Salt Lake Commissioner (00:4:30)
Hannah Freeze, Deputy Commissioner, provided an update on the recent activities of the Commissioner’s Office.  She introduced Morgan Keller, the new PIO for the Commissioner’s office. She highlighted working with Utah Waterways on the Win-Win video production that is ongoing.  She gave an overview of the GSL 2034 Charter including $100M commitment of funding from Great Salt Lake Rising and an additional $100M from Ducks Unlimited over the next 10 years.   She also included a reminder about the GSL Water Delivery Program with $53M in available grant funding which was moved to January 16th.  She highlighted coordination efforts with USU and Wilson Sosini (Stanford University), USCID, UACD and Walker and Pyramid Lakes.

Preview of Botulism Study (00:12:35) 
Jaclyn Plasterer and Jessica Sanchez, USU introduced the Council to the ongoing study of Botulism outbreaks on GSL, which included an overview of botulism and its mechanism cycles, and spread in waterfowl in GSL.

Great Salt Lake Distribution Management Plan (00:40:50)
Blake Bingham, Deputy State Engineer, provided an overview of the GSL Distribution Management Plan, required by HB453 in 2024, which includes  the development of a priority schedule of apportions and a publicly available Distribution Accounting Tool.

Evaluating Surface Water Movement and Measurement near Great Salt Lake (01:10:20)
Eileen Lukens, USU, presented on a Division of Water Rights funded project which expands on prior projects evaluating measurement of tributary flow to GSL by documenting and quantifying other water movement through peripheral wetlands and other intermediate areas of the lake.

Brief update on GSL Basin Integrated Plan (01:32:00)
Laura Vernon, Division of Water Resources, provided an update on the status of the GSL Basin Plan (BIP) which is slated for completion in 2027.  She updated the Council on the modelling effort using the Riverware model  and the communications plan with Envision Utah. Laura will provide another update on the BIP at the January 14th, 2026 meeting which will include a discussion on performance measures and management alternatives.

Public Comments (01:39:17)
Lynn DeFreitas suggested a presentation on the work of the Salinity Advisory Committee and the adaptive management tool for the causeway berm.  Angela Gong reminded the group of the January 9th deadline for the Tech Team GSL Research Grants

Other Member Discussion, Recommendations & Actions (01:40:30)
Heidi Hoven suggested the possibility of getting a volunteer from GSLACto serve as a reciprocal member from the Council to play a role on the Jordan River Watershed Council.  Warren Peterson suggested another volunteer representative from GSLAC be appointed to represent the Council on the State Watershed Council as required by its charter. Leland Meyers recommended a future discussion on how we can accelerate water conservation efforts, both M&I and agriculture, and nominating Tim Hawkes to represent the council on the State Watershed Council (no formal action was taken).

Meeting Schedule 
Next meeting: Wednesday, January 14th at DNR in the Auditorium. Meetings in 2026 are planned for March 11th, May 13th, July 8th, and September 9th

Adjourn (01:46:05)
