






17.60.120 General fencing/screening provisions. 

P. Maintenance Required. All fences, walls, and retaining structures shall be 
maintained in good repair/condition and in a safe, upright condition. 
 
Fences shall be: 
 

1. Structurally sound, stable, and free of hazards. 
 

2. Free of missing, broken, rotted, burned, decayed, destroyed (whole or in 
part) or severely bent components -- including slats, posts, and panels. 

 
3. Kept painted, stained or cleaned to appear as new or nearly new. 

 
4. Kept free of graffiti, unsightly damage, or deterioration that constitutes a 

visual or aesthetic nuisance. 
 

5. Repaired or removed if they become severely damaged, dilapidated, 
dangerous, or abandoned. 

 
Maintenance and repairs shall be completed in a timely and workmanlike manner 
using materials of comparable quality. 
 
Fences that are not maintained shall be deemed unlawful. 
 
Q. Abatement – Abatement of Unlawful Fences. The following fences are declared 
unlawful nuisances and shall be subject to the enforcement provisions of EMMC 
Title 4: 

1. Any fence or wall (including retaining walls with walls or fences atop the 
same) that is in whole or in part weak, or constructed of broken, unsightly, 
inferior or old, worn materials of a flammable nature that may impair the value 
of the adjoining land. 

2. Any fence (including retaining walls with walls or fences atop the same) 
constructed or maintained for the purpose of maliciously annoying the owners 
or occupants of an abutting property. Such fences or walls are considered as 
“spite” fences/walls. 

3. Any fence (including retaining walls with walls or fences atop the same) not 
constructed or maintained in accordance with this section. 
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R. Temporary Fencing. Temporary fencing may be approved by the city (e.g., 
during site plan review) for causes related to construction area protection, interim 
open air yard use prior to construction of a structure on that land area in 
commercial or industrial zones, or for security prior to installation of a permanent 
fence. 
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