

Charleston Town Council Meeting	 	Page 2
December 4, 2025
                                  Regular Meeting Minutes
 
Town Council Members Present: Mayor Brenda Christensen- Presiding, Don Sant-, Scott Solum-, Jim Brown-, Marc Mair.

Staff: Planner-Brian Preece, Clerk-Karen Mair, Public Works-Justin Hooper, Dave Hendricksen- Cemetery.

Public: Bob Kowallis, Alan Brown.  
	
Meeting called to order: 7:00 p.m. 
Pledge of Allegiance: Don Sant
Opening Prayer: Scott Solum

[bookmark: _Hlk213145296][bookmark: _Hlk213146745]Approval of the Meeting Minutes for November 6, 2025– Mayor Christensen asks if all the members have had a chance to read through the minutes and if so, she will accept a motion. Jim Brown makes a motion to approve the minutes for November 6, 2025. Don Sant seconds the motion. Voting is unanimous. The minutes are approved as written. 

Approval of the Financials for November 2025 –Mayor Christensen asks the council if they have had a chance to review the financials for November 2025. Without further comment, Jim Brown makes a motion to approve the financials for November 2025. Scott Solum seconds the motion. Voting is unanimous. Financials are approved for November 2025.

Public Comment: None

Wasatch County Fire District HB 48- 
Troy Morgan and Clint Neerings visited the Charleston Town Council to discuss the implementation of the Wildland Urban Interface Code, as required by House Bill 48. The code aims to mitigate wildfire risks in high-risk areas, with homeowners facing annual fees based on the structure's risk level. The state is still developing the high-risk map and associated assessment criteria, which will determine the fee structure. The council was advised to wait for more detailed information before making decisions, as the current lack of data could lead to unintended consequences if they act prematurely. The mayor stated that they had adopted a policy in 2017 that was similar or was what they implemented at that time under the CWS system.  
Troy and Clint discussed the implications of House Bill 48, which aims to shift some wildfire suppression costs from urban areas to residents in the wildland-urban interface. They explained that non-compliance could result in full cost responsibility for fires and encouraged the Town Board to review the 2017 contract. Troy also highlighted the potential for fluctuating fees starting in 2028, and addressed concerns about property value and insurance impacts, noting that standardized assessments could help stabilize insurance costs.
Troy and Clint explained that insurance companies are updating their wildfire risk maps, which has led to changes in how they assess and charge for homes in high-risk areas. They described how the first two years of collected fees will fund certified inspector training, after which the fees will be used for home charting based on zone risk levels. Clint noted that homes in high-risk areas are implementing preventive measures like removing trees and installing fire safety features, and he emphasized the importance of informing homeowners about these changes before they appear on tax bills in November. 
They discussed the importance of managing resources effectively during wildfires, emphasizing the need to balance engine allocation between homes to prevent catastrophic losses. They highlighted the role of natural features like lakes and golf course ponds in reducing fire risks and proposed adopting a wildland urban interface code to define boundaries and guide fire suppression efforts. Clint also mentioned ongoing efforts to help homeowners reduce fire risks through chipping programs and explained that the code would only apply to structures with taxable value, not unoccupied land.
Since this is or will be a mandated item, they suggest waiting until the fire boundaries are more clearly identified with the state mapping and they will continue to keep the town informed of the changes. 

Canvas Results for the 2025 General Election and the Mayoral Recount Certification:
 The mayor states that the recount for the general election has been completed by the Wasatch County Clerk’s Office. The results stayed the same as the General Election night count.
The total votes for Jan Wilson were 92, Shawn Taylor 72, and Doug Clements 93. 
Doug Clements will be the new mayor starting January 2026. 
The council totals were Micheal Bauer 180, Scott Solum 165, and Marc Mair 108. Micheal Bauer and Scott Solum will fill the 2 council seats starting January 2026. The Oath of Office will be given at the beginning of the January 2026 Town Council meeting.  

Town Council Meeting Change for January 2026:
The mayor states that the regular meeting would fall on January 1, 2026, which is a holiday. She asks the council which day of the following week would work best for everyone’s schedule. After some discussion the council and Brian decide that January 8, 2026, would work best for everyone. Don Sant makes the motion to move January 1, 2026, Town Council Meeting to January 8, 2026, at 7:00pm. Scott Solum seconds the motion. All in favor. Motion carried. 

Cost of Living Increase for the employees: 
The mayor explains that this is something that is done every year. It is in the budget and is based on what the social security rate is. This year it is 2.7%. This only applies to the employees and not the council. We have 3 full-time and 2 part-time employees. The council discusses some of the rates that the other government entities are giving. After some discussion, Don Sant makes the motion to give the Towns employees a 2.7% cost of living increase. Scott Solum seconds the motion.

A roll call vote was cast. Results are as follows:

						     Aye		Nay		Abstain

Council Member – Marc Mair        	                                                                         X   		
Council Member – Don Sant     	   	       X				      		
Council Member – Scott Solum 	      	       X				      
Council Member – Jim Brown 		       X   
Mayor - Brenda Christensen 		        	       X   
  
All in favor. The motion carries.





Engineer Report: 
The mayor informs the town council that Wes Johnson, the Town Engineer, has given his resignation. Wes has been with the town for several years and has done an amazing job helping the town with all issues we have had. He has always put the town first and helped find the most affordable ways to help the town with the roads, subdivisions, and numerous other items without cutting the quality of service. Due to time restraints and pending health issues, Wes has decided to take a step back. He is more than willing to help find new engineers that will help the town with anything we may need. Wes would like to offer any of the information to a new engineer about any projects that he has completed in the past. 
We want to wish Wes the very best in his health and will always cherish his kindness and friendship he has so freely given to the residents of Charleston. 

Firework Bid for the 2026 Pioneer Day Celebration: 
The mayor indicated that we did receive a bid for the fireworks for the 2026 Pioneer Day Celebration. She stated that it would cost about the same as last year except it would have 100 less shots. She asks the council for their input. Scott Solum explains that he has spoken to Danny and that they were still acquiring a company that could offer more than the bid that was sent. Danny stated that they would make sure that the town would have their fireworks by the time needed. After some discussion, the council decided to table the fireworks bid until further information is available.

Resolution 2025-10 Heber Light & Power Distribution Income: 
The mayor explains that this resolution amends the Heber Light and Power Company Organization Agreement to clarify the distribution of distributable income. Brenda explained that the towns have not received dividends for three years due to high energy costs, but the updated agreement will help in the future when they are able to do distribution again. Jim Brown makes the motion to accept Resolution 2025-10 Heber Light & Power Distribution Income. Scott Solum seconds the motion. 

A roll call vote was cast. Results are as follows:

						     Aye		Nay		Abstain

Council Member – Marc Mair        	                    X                                                     		
Council Member – Don Sant     	   	       X				      		
Council Member – Scott Solum 	      	       X				      
Council Member – Jim Brown 		       X   
Mayor - Brenda Christensen 		        	       X   
  
All in favor. The motion carries.

Resolution 2025-11 State Mandated Privacy Policy: 
Brian explains that this is a state-mandated privacy policy that requires appointing a Chief Administrative Officer and implementing annual training on the Privacy Act. Brian explained that the policy sets parameters for handling information and protecting privacy, this would most likely be the clerk taking on most of the duties since they deal with most of the sources for protecting the privacy issues. This was just made mandatory by the state to take effect by the end of December or the first of January 2026.
Jim Brown makes the motion to accept Resolution 2025-11 State Mandated Privacy Policy. Don Sant seconds the motion.

A roll call vote was cast. Results are as follows:

					     Aye		Nay		Abstain

Council Member – Marc Mair        	                    X                                                        		
Council Member – Don Sant     	   	       X				      		
Council Member – Scott Solum 	      	       X				      
Council Member – Jim Brown 		       X   
Mayor - Brenda Christensen 		        	       X   
  
All in favor. The motion carries.

Town Christmas Party Update:

The board also discussed the success of the town's Christmas party, noting it went well despite some missing attendees. With it being so close to the Thanksgiving Holiday attendance seemed to be down. We enjoyed the dinner and the little kids were very excited to see Santa and Mrs. Clause. They always do a wonderful job and look very authentic. 

[bookmark: _Hlk194571286]Staff Reports: – Justin Hooper –He and Dave have been getting the cemetery marked for the winter and servicing the tractor and making sure the sander is in the truck incase of snow. He has had to keep putting the stop sign back up by the school. Someone keeps knocking it over.  Dave Hendricksen-Nothing, Brian Preece- As part of the yearly business license renewals, I have been taking care of the fire inspection as needed. He suggests we coordinate with the MAG consulting team to begin the general plan update after the first of the year. This will involve the Planning Commission and the Town Council and the Town Engineer as soon as possible. He noted that it may be wise to note on the general plan that even though we are zoned for 1 acre lots, the health department mandates 2 acres for septic. We have been letting any potential buyers be aware of these issues. Karen Mair –Most of November has been dedicated to the elections. I have been in contact with Duane and have time scheduled with him for Monday to go over the website and see if there are other things that we need to update. Marc Mair–Would like to thank the town for their continued support over the last 4 years. - Scott Solum, Expressed his gratitude to Mayor Christensen and Marc Mair for their years of service. - Mayor Christensen-She would like to thank everyone that has supported her in the 8 years that she served on the Town Council and the 8 years being the mayor. She hopes that the work that has been done over the last 16 years has left the residents in a better place. She has the upmost faith in the new mayor and council that the residents will be in good hands. She wants to wish everyone safe and happy holiday season and is looking forward to retiring and spending time with her husband on some new adventures. - Jim Brown-Stated that he will get in contact with APEX and confirm a date for the reseeding at the cemetery and make sure it is completed.  Don Sant-nothing. 


Marc Mair makes a motion to adjourn Jim Brown seconds the motion.

Meeting adjourned at 9:00 p.m. 

Submitted by Karen Mair – Clerk\Recorder




