CITY OF OREM
NATURAL RESOURCES ADVISORY COMMISSION
November 6, 2025
APPROVED
Those present: Paul Dunn, Quinn Mecham, Sarah Bateman, Hilary Hungerford, Darren Hawkins – Natural Resources Advisory Commission members; Jenn Gale – City Council Rep., Tyler Peay – Public Works Assistant Director, April Nielson – Public Works Administrative Assistant

Those excused: Reed Price – Public Works Assistant Director
1. Welcome and Introductions:
Commission Chair, Paul Dunn, called the meeting to order. 
2. Guest: Reed Price / Water Consumption and Conservation:
Tyler Peay explained Reed Price had a personal conflict and would not be joining the meeting as planned.
3. Invitations for Future Guests – Waste Management in December:
· The commission decided to invite Reed Price to the December meeting instead, and schedule Waste Management for January.
· After discussion of tree cover in Orem, the commission adjusted the guest speaker schedule:
· December – Discussion of Tree cover and increasing tree planting with Orem City Arborist, Josh Story
· January – Discussion of Water Consumption and Conservation with Public Works Assistant Director, Reed Price
· February – Discussion with Waste Management
4. Plan for Future Activities: 
· The commission noted the importance of working with other organizations for activities to double their reach. Ideas included working with the city library and UVU for a seed starting workshop and with Robert McFadden, a master gardener for classes. Bike Orem was also listed as an option to join in with the “Bike Bus.”
· “Pop-up” snow shoeing event proposed asking interested individuals to sign up for a contact list that would be used to notify them quickly when conditions are suitable. Tyler Peay would check if a sign-up link could be made like the award nomination site to create a list.
· Jenn Gale suggested The Youth Council and Events Commission as great resources for participation ideas
· Use of social media to advertise the awards site and also create holiday themed content such as sustainable gift wrapping and winterizing ideas were proposed.
5. Discussion about trees and tree cover: 
· Darren Hawkins shared an analysis of tree cover data for the metropolitan area, showing that while Provo/Orem has 9.3% tree cover, slightly better than Phoenix, Orem specifically appears to be losing trees over a five-year period. Jenn Gale recognized this as an opportunity for the commission to be impactful by advising the city on how to address the issue.
· The commission suggested the idea of proposing a larger tree planting goal for Orem, similar to Provo's thousand-tree goal. They discussed planning community tree planting events and leveraging existing programs like the "tree-bate" or a state grant for pollinator gardens to help increase tree cover. Jenn Gale suggested creating a report for the Council retreat in January to help get staff resources and funding behind the initiative.
· The potential of a tree planting initiative as a "uniting topic" for the city was discussed. The importance of planting native trees suitable for the local climate, noting that much of the existing tree cover is non-native and "thirsty," suggesting that not all trees are created equal for the project was emphasized.
· Jenn Gale requested that Darren Hawkins provide a one- or two-page executive summary containing salient information, such as the number of trees lost and Orem's comparison to the average in the West and similar-sized cities in Utah. Darren Hawkins confirmed he would be able to produce the fact sheet and expressed that he will "fact check the “peerness" of the peer cities listed, like Flagstaff, as they believe some may not be fair comparisons.
6. Other items of business:
· Concerns from citizens about the Heritage Park landscaping, noting that it currently looks like a "big rock pile," contrary to expectations of lush vegetation and trees shown in the maps. Tyler Peay offered to contact Lane Gray, the project manager, to find out the current status, the expected final date, and the final landscape plan to see if native vegetation and educational components the commission previously advised on were included.
7. Review & approval of October 2, 2025, meeting minutes:
Quinn Mecham moved to approve the October 2, 2025, meeting minutes.
	Sarah Bateman seconded the motion.
	Aye – 5 – Quinn Mecham, Paul Dunn, Sarah Bateman, Hilary Hungerfod, Darren Hawkins; Nay – 0
	Minutes approved.
8. Adjournment:
Darren Hawkins moved to adjourn the meeting.
Hilary Hungerford seconded the motion.
Meeting adjourned.
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 PAGE   \* MERGEFORMAT 1

