
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE 
BOARD OF EMERY COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
HELD IN THE EMERY COUNTY COURTHOUSE


NOVEMBER 18, 2025


Present at the meeting was Commission Chairman Keven Jensen, Commissioner Jordan Leonard, Commissioner Dennis Worwood, Deputy Clerk/Auditor Carol Cox, elected officials and citizens.

CONSENT AGENDA	

(1)
APPROVAL OF CHECK EDIT LIST, REQUISITIONS, AND DISPOSITIONS

The Warrant Check Edit List #269720 through and including #269844 was presented for payment.  

There were no Requisitions or Dispositions	


(2)
APPROVAL OF OCTOBER 21, 2025 COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES

(3)
APPROVAL OF LETTER OF SUPPORT FOR SERDA ON BEHALF OF THEIR RCOG APPLICATION.

(4)
APPROVAL OF BUSINESS LICENSE FOR R&M WELDING & REPAIR.

(5)
APPROVAL OF BUSINESS LICENSE FOR DINING TABLE, LLC

(6)
APPROVAL OF BUSINESS LICENSE FOR CAEZ MAKERS, LLC

(7)
APPROVAL OF BUSINESS LICENSE FOR BURRO’S BURROW.




COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES
NOVEMBER 18, 2025
(8)
APPROVAL OF OUT-OF-STATE TRAVEL FOR CAPTAIN SHON ROPER, SGT MICHAEL HOWES, SGT DALLON COLOGIE, DEPUTIES KYLER FARLEY, DALTON JEFFS, PRESTON WILSON AND SHERIFF TYSON HUNTINGTON TO ATTEND THE CNOA ANNUAL TRAINING INSTITUTE IN SAN DIEGO, CA.

(9)
NOTIFICATION MOVED CAMBRIE JENSEN TO A REGULAR PART TIME DEPUTY CLERK/AUDITOR I WORKING UP TO 19.75 HRS PER WEEK AND APPROVAL TO GIVE HER A 3% WAGE INCREASE FOR SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION OF HER 6 MONTH ORIENTATION PERIOD, EFFECTIVE 11-24-25	

(10)
APPROVAL TO GIVE JESSE CHILDS, CODY HOWARD, GIDEON MECHAM, AND ASHLEY MESLER A 3% WAGE INCREASE FOR SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION OF THEIR 6 MONTH ORIENTATION PERIOD AS A LIFEGUARD, EFFECTIVE 11-24-25.


DISCUSSION AGENDA	

(1)
ITEMS PULLED FROM THE CONSENT AGENDA

Commissioner Dennis Worwood made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Jordan Leonard.  The motion passed.
YEA:  Dennis Worwood
          Jordan Leonard
          Keven Jensen
NAY:  none

(2)
SAFETY MINUTE PRESENTATION- WEED & MOSQUITO SUPERVISOR, CORY WORWOOD.

Cory Worwood presented information regarding night driving safety.

(3)
AWARDING OF SAFETY VISA GIFT CARDS- 301 DAYS WITHOUT LOSS TIME WORKER’S COMP INCIDENT.

Double the winners:
Safety Sensitive employees:  Rayna Dorsch, Brayden Liechty, David Luke, Cody Morris 
Full time employees:  Denise Reid, Lane Taylor
Part time employees: Kendra Bell, Kaylee Taylor

(4)
RECOGNITION OF THE EHS GIRLS CROSS COUNTRY TEAM-3A STATE CHAMPIONS

Coach Hugh Christiansen along with the EHS Girls Cross Country Team shared their excitement at winning the 3A Girls Cross Country State Championship.  Captain Abby Guymon talked about the race and the fact that cross country teams usually have seven girls on their team but they won by .2 points with six girls.  Throughout the season the team averaged 40 mile runs a week. Coach Christiansen estimated that the girls ran 4000 miles over the course of their time on the team. 

(5)
OPEN AND ACCEPT BIDS REGARDING THE RFP FOR THE LANDFILL TRAILER REMODEL AT THE EMERY COUNTY LANDFILL.

Arrowhead	$27,300
Phoenix Contracting    $151,250
Engman Builds      $64,000

Motion to accept the bids was made by Commissioner Dennis Worwood, seconded by Commissioner Jordan Leonard, and the motion passed.
YEA: Dennis Worwood
         Jordan Leonard
         Keven Jensen
NAY:  none

(6)
OPEN AND ACCEPT BIDS REGARDING THE RFP FOR THE LANDFILL GREEN WASTE AREA FENCE INSTALLATION AT THE EMERY COUNTY LANDFILL.

SouthWest Fencing        $27,807.30
Vinyl  Industries, LLC     $45,333.25

Motion to accept the bids was made by Commissioner Jordan Leonard, seconded by Commissioner Dennis Worwood, and the motion passed.
YEA:  Jordan Leonard
          Dennis Worwood
          Keven Jensen
NAY:  none


(7)
PRESENTATION OF PATRONAGE CHECKS BY EMERY TELCOM.

Darren Woolsey, Emery Telcom presented checks for each of the departments. These are refunds back to the members.  Most of the return is from outstanding patronage from 2004 and represents the $2.5 million dollars sent back to its members.  The checks totaled $47,671.28.

(8)
RATIFICATION OF ROLL-BACK PARCELS

Commissioner Dennis Worwood made a motion to ratify the approval of roll-back parcels.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Jordan Leonard.  The motion passed.
YEA:  Dennis Worwood
        Jordan Leonard
        Keven Jensen
NAY:  none

(9)
RATIFICATION OF APPROVAL TO REMOVE THE TAX AMOUNT OF $1,646.81 FROM THE TAX EXEMPT PROPERTY PARCEL #01-0187-0016

In a previous Commission Meeting the Commissioners voted to grant Parcel #01-0187-0016 Tax Exempt Status.  However, the tax was not removed from the parcel.
Commissioner Dennis Worwood made a motion to approve removing the tax amount of $1,646.81 from the tax exempt property parcel #01-0187-0016.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Jordan Leonard.  The motion passed. 
YEA:  Dennis Worwood
          Jordan Leonard
          Keven Jensen
NAY:  none

(10)
RATIFICATION OF SIGNING OF MOU BETWEEN EMERY COUNTY AND FERRON CITY REGARDING TRT FUNDS FOR THE FERRON CITY AGRICULTURE CENTER REBUILD.

Travel Director AnnDee Mead explained that the MOU between Emery County and Ferron City is regarding TRT Funds for the Ferron City Agriculture Center rebuild.  The MOU establishes an agreement between Emery County and Ferron City regarding a one-time financial contribution from the County to assist with the rebuild of the Ferron Agricultural Center.  The purpose of this funding is to support a project that aligns with the intended uses of the Transient Room Tax (TRT) revenues and to enhance tourism-related infrastructure within Emery County. The County agrees to provide a one-time payment to Ferron City in the amount of $500,000 from TRT funds.  The County assumes no ongoing financial responsibility for the project beyond this one-time payment. Commissioner Dennis Worwood made a motion to ratify the signing of MOU between Emery County and Ferron City regarding TRT Funds for the Ferron City Agriculture Center Rebuild.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Jordan Leonard.  The motion passed.
YEA:  Dennis Worwood
          Jordan Leonard
         Keven Jensen
NAY:  none


(11)
DISCUSS/APPROVE/DENY REQUEST FOR FUNDS BY EMERY COUNTY RECREATION SPECIAL SERVICE DISTRICT.

Mike Justice representing the Recreation SSD Board came before the Commission to discuss the decline in revenue funds received through Mineral Lease Funds.  Commissioner Jordan Leonard talked about the fact that MLF has dried up fast.  This has negatively affected the Special Service Districts.  Discussion only. No action taken.

(12)
DISCUSS/APPROVE/DENY MONETARY REQUEST FROM THE WILD BUNCH BIKE CLUB.

Sarah Hayward representing the Wild Bunch Bike Club requested a monetary donation to assist volunteers in paying for EMR (Emergency Response Course).  They have two volunteers who have committed to be volunteer EMT’s.  Commissioner Worwood suggested that they take the EMT course.  You do not have to sign on to be an EMT.  Being an EMR limits what you can help do when you respond to an incident.  Commissioner Dennis Worwood made a motion to table this and ask Sarah to come back when they have confirmed numbers who will take the course.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Jordan Leonard.  The motion passed.  
YEA:  Dennis Worwood
          Jordan Leonard
          Keven Jensen
NAY:  none

(13)
DISCUSS/APPROVE/DENY MONETARY REQUEST FROM AMERICAN LEGION POST #39.

Sarah Hayward representing American Legion Post #39(Orangeville post) requested sponsorship for their Combat Santa program that provides assistance to families in need in Emery County communities.  Commissioner Dennis Worwood made a motion to donate $1,000 to each of the three American Legion Posts in Emery County.   The motion was seconded by Commissioner Jordan Leonard.  The motion passed.
YEA:  Dennis Worwood
          Jordan Leonard
          Keven Jensen
NAY:  none

(14)
DISCUSS/APPROVE/DENY RESOLUTION AMENDING RESOLUTION NO. 9-3-24 ESTABLISHING THE DISBURSEMENT OF STATE PILT FUNDS TO THE FOLLOWING SPECIAL SERVICE DISTRICTS.

Emery County receives payment in lieu of taxes (PILT) funds annually.  The Board of Commissioners established a process to distribute funds (307,922 from the liability account to accommodate the needs of various special service districts in Emery County.  Resolution 11-18-25A amends a previous Resolution #09-03-24 and distributes the PILT funds as follow:
Emery Emergency Medical SSD         $40,000
Emery County Fire Protection SSD     $90,000
North Emery Water Users SSD           $35,000
Emery County Recreation SSD           $90,000
Castle Valley SSD                               $52,922
Commissioner Jordan Leonard made a motion to adopt Resolution 11-18-25A a resolution  establishing the disbursement of State PILT funds to the specified Special Service District in Emery County.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Dennis Worwood.  The motion passed. 
YEA:  Jordan Leonard
          Dennis Worwood
          Keven Jensen
NAY:   none

(15)
DISCUSS/APPROVE/DENY TRANSFERRING MICROFILM RECORDS TO THE STATE DIVISION OF ARCHIVES.

Archives Director Suzanne Anderson informed the Commissioners of a letter from the State Division of Archives regarding closing their Microfilm program.  The state has digitized all records and provided two options.   Transfer records to the State Archives to be digitized or continue to keep the records here and we would be responsible for the care and upkeep.  Commissioner Dennis Worwood made a motion to transfer microfilm records to the State Division of Archives.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Jordan Leonard.  The motion passed.
YEA:  Dennis Worwood
          Jordan Leonard
           Keven Jensen
NAY:  none





(16)
DISCUSS/APPROVE/DENY MOU BETWEEN EMERY COUNTY AND UTAH STATE UNIVERSITY FOR EXTENSION SERVICES.

USU Extension Agent Rowe Zwahlen requested approval for their 2026 Cooperative Agreement for Utah State University Extension Services-Emery County. The Agreement allows for $90,000 as a total operating budget for Extension Services for the year 2026.  Emery County provides   office space and storage at the administrative building in Castle Dale, UT.  USU Extension Service provides and administers Extension Services within Emery County, directed at improving the quality of life for people in the county, enhancing economic opportunity within the county, and sustaining the natural resources of the County. Educational activities, field days, local leadership development, training schools, etc. are part of Extension services. Commissioner Dennis Worwood made a motion to approve an MOU between Emery County and Utah State University for Extension Services in Emery County.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Jordan Leonard.  The motion passed. 
YEA:  Dennis Worwood
           Jordan Leonard
           Keven Jensen
NAY:  none

(17)
DISCUSS/APPROVE/DENY RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A ONE TIME 2025 COST OF LIVING PAYMENT.

The Emery County Commission desires to authorize a one time 2025 cost of living payment for Emery County employees and elected officials. The EC Commission, having looked at all relevant facts and circumstances, determined it is in the best interest of the county, the employees of the county and the citizens of the county.  A one time 2025 cost of living payment shall be paid as follow:
Full time employees/elected officials- $3,000
Three Fourth time employees             $2,250
Part time employees			 $1,500
Part time lifeguards                             $   200
The payment will appear as one payout on the employee’s paycheck for the pay period ending on November 23, 2025.  Employee must have been employed for a minimum of 6 months in order to be eligible for the one time 2025 cost of living payment,
Commissioner Jordan Leonard made a motion to approve Resolution 11-18-25B a Resolution authorizing a one time 2025 cost of living payment.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Dennis Worwood. The motion passed.
YEA:  Jordan Leonard
          Dennis Worwood
          Keven Jensen
NAY:  none





(18)
DISCUSS/APPROVE/DENY RESOLUTION AMENDING TITLE 7 CHAPTER C SECTION 2 AND TITLE 7 CHAPTER D SECTION 9 OF THE EMERY COUNTY POLICIES AND PROCEDURES MANUAL..

The Emery County Commission desires to amend the Emery County Personnel Policies & Procedures Manual to assure that they are in full compliance with federal and state laws and administrative requirements. The Emery County Commission has reviewed and considered the recommended amendments to Title 7, Chapter C, Section 2; Title 7, Chapter D, Section 9; and found it in the best interest of the County, the employees of the County, and citizens of the County to amend the policies and procedures as recommended.  It was proposed the the Personnel Policies and Procedures Manual that was previously adopted on August 7, 2028, and which has been amended from time to time,  be amended as detailed in the Emery County Personnel Policies and Procedures Manual revisions.   Commissioner Jordan Leonard made a motion to adopt Resolution 11-18-25C A resolution amending Title 7 Chapter C Section 2 and Title 7 Chapter D Section 9 of the Emery County Policies and Procedures Manual.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Dennis Worwood.  The motion passed. 
YEA:  Jordan Leonard
           Dennis Worwood
           Keven Jensen
NAY:  none

(19)
DISCUSS/APPROVE/DENY HUNTINGTON AIRPORT INSURANCE RENEWAL 11-29-25 TO 11-29-28 WITH A 3 YEAR FIXED PREMIUM.

Personnel Director Mary Huntington explained that the Huntington Airport Insurance Renewal will lock in the premium rate for 3 years( 11-29-25 through 11-29-28).  Commissioner Jordan Leonard made a motion to approve the Huntington Airport Insurance Renewal 11-29-25 through 11-29-28 with a 3 year fixed premium.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Dennis Worwood.  The motion passed. 
YEA:  Jordan Leonard
          Dennis Worwood
          Keven Jensen
NAY:  none





(20)
DISCUSS/APPROVE/DENY ADOPTION OF THE EMERY COUNTY BLUEPRINT.

Commissioner Leonard explained that this is a working document regarding the Economic Development strategic plan. The Blueprint is a state assisted program.  Moving forward we will be looking closely at water availability and housing. The Commissioners invited the mayors and city councils of the county to be a part of this plan and work towards goals for their specific city’s needs.  Commissioner Jensen suggested that moving forward we need to be cautious to not hurt existing businesses in the county.. Commissioner  Jordan Leonard made a motion to adopt the Emery County Blueprint.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Dennis Worwood.  The motion passed.
AYE:  Jordan Leonard
          Dennis Worwood
         Keven Jensen
NAY:  none   


(21)
DISCUSS/APPROVE/DENY SECOND AMENDMENT TO RADIO SITE LEASE AGREEMENT BETWEEN EMERY COUNTY AND NEW CINGULAR WIRELESS PCS, LLC.

IT/Communications Director Jeff Guymon requested approval for Second Amendment to Radio Site Lease Agreement between Emery County and New Cingular Wireless PCS, LLC.  Jeff explained that this is a renewal contract agreement for New Cingular and mirrors what we have for Verizon and AT&T to be in the building on Horn Mountain.  They pay a lease to Emery County which allows for inflation each year, to use the tower and house their equipment in the building.  Commissioner Dennis Worwood made a motion to approve a second amendment to the Radio Site Lease Agreement between Emery County and New Cingular Wireless PCS, LLC.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Jordan Leoanrd.  The motion passed.
AYE:  Dennis Worwood
          Jordan Leonard
          Keven Jensen
NAY:  none

(22)
DISCUSS/APPROVE/DENY SIGNING A MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT BETWEEN EMERY COUNTY LIBRARY SYSTEM AND UTAH STATE LIBRARY DIVISION TO PARTICIPATE IN THE BEEHIVE CONSORTIUM FOR OVERDRIVE SERVICE FOR 2026.

Library Director Desiree Malley requested approval to sign a MOA between Emery County Library System and Utah State Library Division to participate in the Beehive Consortium for OverDrive Service for 2026.  The dollar amount will be based on the Library’s percentage of the total OverDrive circulation from the previous year’s calendar year.   Commissioner Dennis Worwood made a motion to approve signing a MOA between Emery County Library System and Utah State Library Division to participate in the Beehive Consortium for OverDrive Service for 2026.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Jordan Leonard.  The motion passed.
AYE:  Dennis Worwood
          Jordan Leonard
          Keven Jensen
NAY:  none

(23)
DISCUSS/APPROVE/DENY ACCEPTING THE 2026 LSTA GRANT PROJECT LET’S MAKE THIS PARTY LEGENDARY: EXPANDING EM.CO.LIBRARIES’ LIBRARY OF THINGS.

Desiree Malley requested acceptance of the 2026 LSTA Grant Project ‘Let’s Make This Party Legendary: Expanding Emery County Libraries’ Library of Things. This is a reimbursable grant for up to $12,000.  The funds will be used to purchase items for the county libraries’ Library of Things that patrons may check out at the library.  Commissioner Dennis Worwood made a motion to accept the 2026 LSTA Grant Project ‘Let’s Make this Party Legendary: Expanding Emery County Libraries’ Library of Things.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Jordan Leonard.  The motion passed. 
AYE:  Dennis Worwood
          Jordan Leonard
          Keven Jensen
NAY:  none

(24)
DISCUSS/APPROVE/DENY ACCEPTING MEMORIAL BENCH DONATION HONORING JOY MCFARLANE AT CLEVELAND BRANCH LIBRARY.

The Emery County Commission was contacted by the granddaughter of Joy McFarlane, a devoted Cleveland Library patron.  She is requesting approval to place a bench in the Cleveland Library landscape.  She will cover all the cost to design,purchase and place the bench.  Commissioner Dennis Worwood made a motion to move forward with placing a bench at the Cleveland Library as requested by the granddaughter of Joy McFarlane, who will cover all costs related to the project.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Jordan Leonard.  The motion passed.
AYE:  Dennis Worwood
          Jordan Leonard
          Keven Jensen
NAY:  none






(25)
DISCUSSION REGARDING REQUEST TO DO A DRONE SHOW AT THE 2026 EMERY COUNTY FAIR.

Kim Birkenshaw suggested having a Drone Show at the 2026 Emery County Fair.  He explained that he attended a Drone show in Price, UT.  The Drone show in Price was sponsored and paid for by the car dealerships in Price at a cost of $15,000.  Commissioner Leonard suggested it could be brought up in the next Fair Board meeting and recommended contacting Huntington City for their Heritage Days Celebration.  Discussion only item.

(26)
ELECTED OFFICIAL REPORTS.

Commissioner Worwood reported that Sheriff Huntington is providing training on the Guardian Program for the schools to Law Enforcements in other counties in the State .  

Commissioner Jensen talked about the Deep Water Port and reported that a public hearing will be held in Price to receive information.

(27)
ADJOURN

Commissioner Dennis Worwood made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Jordan Leonard.  The motion passed.
AYE:  Dennis Worwood
          Jordan Leonard
          Keven Jensen
NAY:  none




ATTEST:__________________________COMMISSIONER:____________________________



 
