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2191 East 6550 South — Uintah, Utah 84405 (801)479-4130 Office Hours M-W 9:00-5:00 Thy-Fri 9:00-1:00
Mayor Gordon Cutler UINTAH CITY COUNCIL Planning — Debra Wickizer
Council Members: TUESDAY, JANUARY 6th, 2026 Building Inspector-Jeff Monroe
Michelle Roberts Kristi Bell 6:00 p.m. Treasurer — Mike Ulrich
Daniel Combe Ross Patterson Sheriff — Lt. Slater

A GENDA Fire Chief — Britt Clark

AGENDA ITEMS:

1.

MEETING CALL TO ORDER:
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:
CONFLICT OF INTEREST:

PUBLIC COMMENT (2 minutes per person):

We would like to thank those of you who take the time to comment. We will not be addressing comments, and if it is appropriate, we will have
staff investigate those items and get back to you or add them as future agenda items.

CONSENT AGENDA: Action Item

A. Approval of City Council Meeting Minutes — December 16, 2025
B. Approval of Invoices - None

C. Financial Reports — None

OATH OF OFFICE FOR THE NEWLY ELECTED MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS:
Presenter: Mayor Cutler

COUNCIL COMMENTS:

MEETING ADJOURNMENT:

*NOTICE**

Uintah City does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, or disability in employment or the provisions of services.
If you are planning to attend this public meeting and due to a disability, need assistance in understanding or participating in the meeting, please contact
the City Clerk at (801) 479-4130 at least four working days in advance of the meeting and we will try to provide whatever assistance may be required.

*Agenda items are flexible and may be moved in order, sequence, and time to meet the needs of the Council.
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Clty Councll Present: Mayor Cutler, Councll Membsr Belf, Council Member Combe, Council Member Roberts, Councll Member Patterson

Staff present: City Attorney Bryan Baron, City Recorder Michelle Mortensen, Public Works Jack Burton, Sergeant Babinsky

Attendees: Chief Minton, Brandon Everett, Don & Marilyn Pearson
AGENDA ITEMS:

1.

MEETING CALL TO ORDER: Mayer Cutler called the meeting to order.at6:00 p.m.
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Led by Mayor Cutler.
CONFLICT OF INTEREST: None

PUBLIC COMMENT:
Marilyn thanked the Mayor and council for all they do.

CONSENT AGENDA: Action ltem .
A.  Approval of City Council Meeting Minutes —
B. Approval of Invoices - November
C. Financlal Reports — November
Motion made by Council Member Roberts to ap
Second by Councll Member Bell,
All in favor; the motion carries.
aye; Coungil Member Pattersi

. i3 sl ity would beéTégtired to approve the code before all details are finalized. It was explainad
uitiple sources. The County-generated WUI map Is separate from the map Identifying
created using analytics and wildfire risk modeling, showing that only limited high-risk
If is & building code, and the State is expected to release an official WUl map in the

s about insurance impacts, noting that insurance companies Initially supported the bill but later
inton stated he was unaware of that change and could not confirm how adoption of the YWUI
ouncil Member Roberts asked whether delaying adoption could result in fines. Legal counssl
de would make the City ineligible for state fire respense funding and wildfire mitigation grants,
énting the City from adopting the code at a |ater date.

»  Mayor Cutler referenced a signi dfire In 2017, recalling that the City daclined to participate in a state safety program at that time
and subsequently incurred nearl 0,000 in firefighting costs. Although payment arrangements were later paused, the matter remains
in litigation. The Mayor emphasized the concept of safely In numbers, expressing support for adopting the WUI Code to avoid similar
financial exposure and ensure continued eligibility for state assistance. The vote under consideration was to recognize the Weber Fire
WUI map, acknowledging uncertainty about future impacts,

«  Councll Member Roberts expressed internal conflict, noting that after past catastrophes there is often regret for not acting sooner, yet she
remained concemed about adopting a policy that could negatively affect residents, particularly with potential insurance implications. Clty
Attorney Bryan Baron clarified that adopting the WUI Code would primarily impact new construction and significant renovations, requiring
stricter bullding standards. City responsibilities would involve code enforcement and assisting homeowners with compliance. He
suggested that increased fire-resistant construction could potentially lead to lower insurance rates, though this remains speculative.

»  Council Member Patterson questioned the overall impact of adoption and asked why the City should not move forward. The City Attorney
and Chief Minton noted that Weber Fire can assist homeowners with creating defensible space and that other cities have adopted the
WUI Code without major issues. Council Member Combe remained hesitant, citing the fack of finallzed maps, unanswered questions,
risks to Gity parks and subdivisions, and concerns about unmanaged railroad property contributing to wildfire risk. However, he
acknowledged that failing to adopt the code could leave the City vulnerabls, like the 2017 wildfire situation.

»  Chief Minton stated that cities are expected to adopt the WUI Code and recommended doing so0. Council Member Bell asked whether
adoption would ensure confinued eligibility for state support, and Chief Minton cenfirmed that it would, Legat counsel was asked for a



recommendation and advised that adoption was appropriate.

5. OLD BUSINESS:
A, ORDINANCE 2898-25 WILDLAND URBAN INTERFACE CODE: AN ORDINANGE OF UINTAH CITY, ADOPTING CHAPTER 11.11
ENTITLED “WILDLAND URBAN INTERFACE (WU) BUILDING CODE” INCLUDING THE WUI SENSITIVE LANDS/HAZARD AREA
MAP IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE 2025 UTAMH LEGISLATURE HB 48; SEVERABILITY; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.
Presenter; Mayor Cutler
s  There was no further discussion on Ordinance 299-25.
»  Motion made by Council Member Combs to approve Ordinance 288-25 Wildland Urban Interface Code adopting Chapter 11,11
entitled Wildfand Urban Interface (WUI) Building Cods including the WU sensitive lands/hazard area map in accordance with
the 2025 Utah Legislature HB 48.
*  Council Member Bell sacondad the motion.
*  Allin favor; the motion carries. Council Member Combe, aye; Council Member Bell, aye; Mayor Cutler, aye; Council Member
Roberts ays; Council Membar Patterson, nay.

6. NEW BUSINESS:
None

7. INFORMATIONAL ITEMS:
A, Planning Commission: None
B. Public Works Report: Jack Burton )
«  Mr. Burton presented the annual fleet report and reg

and may be replaced with a newer model with
roadside mowing. —
¢« Mr. Burton also reported the new fruck is performlng

C. Sherriff's Report; none
D. Council Reports:

«  Council Member Bell took a minut

have seen a lot. They have done s

which came with an instruction manual

focused on what was best for Uintah C

for supporting he

she steps into thi

She thanked i

\,Eiunt together to keep moving the city fonNard
that he has given to the city.

ree and stIII walk away as friends and shake hands. Your example has
uper impartant and she has learned a lot from the Mayor,

bports everyone and thelr votes. He thanked those that come to city
‘City. Things change and evolve and he appreciated the staff for all
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