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Description automatically generated]lUtah Horse Racing Commission Meeting Minutes
Date: Wednesday, October 29th, 2025
Time: 11am to 1pm
Location: Utah Department of Agriculture
4315 S. 2700 W. TSOB S BLDG FL 2
Taylorsville, UT 84114
Room: 2508

Attendees: Chairman Steve McIntyre, Board Members: Dale Winterton, Brad Hart, Chuck Bentley, Billy Peterson, Keith Nellesen, Cody Allred, Asst. Attorney General Curtis Grow, State Veterinarian Dr. Amanda Price, UQHRA Rep. Angi Kellett, UQHRA Bill Shuldberg, UQHRA Joyce Mower, UQHRA President Brandon Heaps, UDAF Phoebe White, UHRC Executive Director Thane Marshall, UDAF Kortee McGee, UDAF Camille Knudsen, Animal Health Director John Keller, UDAF Scotty Mann
Invited but unable to attend: N/Aa
Agenda
1. Call meeting to order- Steve McIntyre, Chairman
a. Steve welcomed board members to the meeting. Steve welcomed the newest board member Brad Hart. Brad introduced himself to the commission. 
2. Approve 8/26/25 Meeting Minutes (Action) 
a. 00:01:28 Board was previously sent the meeting minutes to review. Motion to accept meeting minutes from 8/26/25 was made by Dale Winterton, seconded by Billy Peterson. The minutes were unanimously approved. 
3. 2026 Race Dates Approval – Angi Kellett (Action)
a. 00:02:43 Race dates that the UQHRA presented were May 8th, 9th, finals on May 30th. Spring dates are for the Beehive Futurity. The fall meet will be September 25th, possibly the 26th, October 4th, and 12th. If Weber Downs track approves the race date on October 12th, then the Hadley Giles Futurity would occur on September 25th, 26th, and finals on October 12th. If the 12th is not available, then the races will occur September 25th and the finals on October 4th. Nominations for the Hadley Giles fall futurity would occur in May, June and July. 
b. 00:09:20 The board was encouraged to see dates in the fall. The commission are concerned about doing the trials and finals a week apart in the fall if those dates are approved. The commission discussed having the fall dates happen at Dixie Downs. 
c. 00:17:55 The general manager still needs to approve October 12th. There is a big event happening right before that potential race date. The Weber Downs track is concerned about being able to get the grounds ready in time for the race day. 
d. 00:21:10 Funding and putting on a Wild West Event like Los Alamitos used to put on was suggested to do in the fall. In St. George the county has approved to do a 2–3-year contract for races. The reason for doing a fall futurity is because they have heard many people say that running in April is way too early for the young horses to be running. UQHRA did a poll of some horseman. Most horseman would love to do a fall futurity. Another reason was that Weber Downs didn’t have any dates available in April. 
e. 00:28:45 Main concerns with putting on fall dates in Dixie Downs include AQHA survey on the track. Chuck believes the track wouldn’t be approved today if they got the survey. Chuck said the things that need to be changed on the track are minor and can be done by the fall.
f. 00:43:26 Billy made the motion to approve the dates Angi laid out for the Spring meet (Beehive Futurity - May 8th, 9th, 30th) at Weber Downs. This was seconded by Chuck and approved by the board. Brad was assigned to get in contact with AQHA to see what Utah tracks are sanctioned and recognized. Billy made the motion to approve the fall dates (Hadley Giles Futurity - September 25th, 26th, October 12th), seconded by Cody and approved by the commission. 
4. Testing for Consolation Races (Discussion, Action)
a. 00:47:55 Dr. Price brought up this topic due to the testing requirements set last year didn’t really fit into the consolation races. There is enough money in the consolation races to make them stakes races. Last year only a blood test was ran on the winner of the consolation races, one consolation race got the top two places tested for blood based off the purse amount. In finals of the futurity the 10 qualifiers get hair tested from trials and the top three get blood test for the finals. 
b.  00:53:47 The testing cost rates are as follows, $225 for hair, $125 for blood, and $150 for urine. The extra $150 fee for finals on race day paid for testing. Angi suggested that could be a solution for consolation testing fees. There are no hair tests for consolation races. Keith suggested first through fourth places on consolation races be tested for blood. 
c. The commission used to test the top 12 qualifiers, but the tests never came back in time for the finals. Last year the commission decided to discontinue also eligibles because the horse never moved up. 
d. 01:00:56 The commission doesn’t scratch a horse based off preliminary results. If the test results come back officially in time, then the horse is scratched for a dirty test result. 
e. 01:10:23 Chuck made the motion to test blood on 1st through 4th place in finals and consolation/stakes races and to continue the remainder of the testing as was done like last year. Dale seconded the motion, and it was approved by the commission. 
5. 2026 Steward Candidates (Discussion, Action)
a. 01:11:41The commission decided to table this item until Billy and Steve contacted Scott Wilkinson and see if he would be willing to be head steward. Other names that were suggested by the club and commission are Ann Provost, Sherri Hansen, Amanda Hillman, Tyler Hunter and a few others. The club really enjoyed working with Scott last year and would like to see him again as a steward. Steve and Billy will contact him. A point Dr. Price made was that the steward cannot have immediate family race due to a conflict of interest. Phoebe brought up potential concerns with hiring a steward that is out of state. Their travel reimbursements can be pricey and as a result negatively impact the budget. Steve encouraged the commission and club to keep a lookout for steward candidates.
6. Works Proposal (Discussion, Action)
a. 01:21:55 Steve’s concern with the works proposal is using Canyon Breeze and Fillmore tracks. Wyoming doesn’t recognize them as real tracks. Curtis brought up the concern with taking liability for doing these works. If individuals are licensed through the commission, we would want to ask them to take liability for what happens on the track. UDAF would have to get risk management approval. The commission would like to do the bare minimum and not make these too complicated.
b. 01:34:35 The commission reviewed parts of the proposal and gave some recommendations on how to edit the document. The commission wouldn’t like to identify the horses by chip number unless required to. Billy and Keith will work on rewriting a proposal to present to the commission. 
7. Licensing Sanctioned Tracks – Steve McIntyre (Discussion, Action)
a. 01:46:32 The commission does not want to license tracks. 
8. Review Pending Litigation – Curtis Grow (Discussion)
· The Commission may consider a motion to enter a closed meeting pursuant to UCA § 52-4-205(1)(c) to address agenda item 4.
· 01:53:18 Keith made the motion to go into closed session per the statutory rule to discuss strategy to litigate. Seconded by Chuck and approved by the commission. Closed session began. 
· The commission voted to re-enter open session. The motion was made by Chuck and seconded by Brad. 
9. Round Table
a. 01:49:10 Joyce suggested putting on the agenda a Coggins and PYRO requirements discussion. There have been changes made to the nomination form that include the commissions rule book. Joyce will forward it to Phoebe, and she will send it to the proper individuals. 
10. Adjourn 
a. Open Session
b. (Recording 3) Keith made the motion to adjourn, Dale seconded, and the meeting was adjourned. 
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