Bicknell Town Council Meeting
November 6, 2025
7:00 PM

Welcome/Pledge Of Allegiance
Mayor Noreen Johnson called the Bicknell Town Council meeting to order on Thursday, November 6, 2025, at 7:00 PM. The mayor led the Pledge of Allegiance.
Roll Call
Present: Mayor Noreen Johnson, Gregg, Weston, Kerry, Steve, Carrie, Scott, and Kelsey.
Other Present: Laura Lasco, Ellen Anderson, and Jim Dudleston.
Approval Of Minutes
Mayor Johnson presented the October work meeting minutes for approval.
Motion to approve the October work meeting minutes was made by Steve, seconded by Gregg Anderson. The motion passed unanimously.
Mayor Johnson presented the September 25, 2025, Bicknell Town public hearing minutes on the extended stay ordinance. She noted that no one had attended the public hearing. Motion to approve the September 25, 2025, Bicknell Town public hearing minutes on the extended stay ordinance was made by Steve, seconded by Gregg Anderson. The motion passed unanimously.
Mayor Johnson presented the October Town Council meeting minutes for approval.
Motion to approve the October Town Council meeting minutes was made by Gregg Anderson, seconded by Steve. The motion passed unanimously.
Public Comments
Laura Lasco shared several comments:
1. She thanked everyone for working together on flood control solutions, noting that community members had collaborated well.
2. She suggested that the beautification committee consider including the town park in their cleanup efforts, recommending they spend half an hour monthly pulling weeds.
3. She asked about placing "No Parking" signs on the triangle in front of her house, noting that cars were frequently parking there.
A lengthy discussion ensued regarding the ownership of the triangle property. Jim Dudleston explained that only a small portion was private property, belonging to the Giles family estate, not Howard, as previously thought. The discussion revealed that the Howie sign was positioned on the street rather than on the triangle property. Laura Lasco suggested removing the road delineators and smoothing out the area to make it match the other improvements on the opposite side of the road. No formal action was taken on this issue.
Business
Shawn Davis- School District
Mayor Johnson reported that Shawn Davis was not present. She announced that on Monday at 6:00 PM, the school district would be holding a ribbon-cutting ceremony at the high school with a program and tour of the new building.
Planning & Zoning Report
Jim Dudleston provided the Planning & Zoning report:
1. The committee held a public hearing on the general plan with one public attendee (Laura Lasco), who made several suggestions:
· Under Goal 3 (Land Use): Explore ways to enforce town ordinances, possibly by working with other towns to hire a shared enforcement officer
· Under Goal 4: Consider charging rent for vehicles that never move from street rights-of-way
· Under Community Development Design Goals: Implement a sign ordinance (though Jim noted they already have one) and consider a lighting ordinance for future development
· Laura also suggested exploring annexation of the industrial park property, though Mayor Johnson commented that the county would never allow it
1. The committee worked extensively on the general plan goals during their regular meeting.
2. The committee began examining the zoning map, particularly regarding changes to Highway 24 for the commercial zone. Jim reported they decided their maps needed updating, as they were outdated. He explained they may need to obtain maps from the state to accurately determine town boundaries.
3. The committee had concerns about removing descriptions from ordinances without clearly defining commercial zone areas. They approved a motion to add Highway 24 to the general plan and building and zoning ordinance as part of the commercial zone definition.
4. There was discussion about how far back from Highway 24 the commercial zone should extend on large parcels being brought into town. Jim noted they had discussed either 528 feet (the standard block length in town) or 221 feet (the current zone depth).
Ellen Anderson discussed the timeline for finalizing the zoning changes:
· The Planning & Zoning Commission would meet on November 18th to write descriptions and finalize maps
· Given the holidays in December, they recommended scheduling the public hearing in January
· The Town Council would review everything at its January 29th work meeting
· Final approval would occur at the February 5th meeting
The Council agreed to this timeline and confirmed their meeting schedule would be:
· November 6 (current meeting)
· December 4 (regular meeting)
· January 8 (moved from January 1 due to New Year's Day)
Brock Jackson- R6
Mayor Johnson reported that Brock Jackson was unable to attend due to illness. She shared that Brock had sent an R6 newsletter containing information about various grants, including a land acquisition grant that could be used to purchase property for recreational purposes with a 50% match.
Mayor Johnson explained she had inquired about potentially using this grant to purchase the old school district office property. She reported that:
· The building itself was in poor condition and would need to be demolished
· Brock had confirmed there was another grant that could help with demolition costs
· Mayor Johnson had contacted school board members about the town's interest in purchasing the land at market value (but not the building)
· The school board had met the previous night, and the superintendent indicated they would give the town a chance to purchase the property if they didn't decide to use it for parking
Mayor Johnson noted that the grant application deadline was in January, which might be too soon for the school district to make a decision. She mentioned she would check with Brock about whether they could apply for the grant anyway as a precautionary measure.
The Council discussed potential uses for the property, including:
· Pickleball courts (possibly converting the existing tennis court)
· A splash pad
· Possibly purchasing additional adjacent land from Dave Love that extends to Main Street for parking
Several council members expressed support for recreational uses but had concerns about the maintenance requirements for certain facilities, such as pools.
Member Reports
Gregg: Nothing to report.
Weston: Initially said he had nothing to report, but later mentioned that Christmas preparations were coming along well. Mayor Johnson asked about a girls' basketball game scheduled for the night of their Christmas parade. Kerry confirmed the game had been added to the schedule after the parade was planned.
Steve: No report.
Kelsey: Presented the bills for payment. Motion to pay the bills was made by Steve, seconded by Kerry. The motion passed unanimously.
Scott Woolsey provided the following maintenance report:
· Mountain Springs is producing 27 gallons per minute with tanks full
· Last month's water sample was good, but Bicknell Bottoms recently had a bad sample; Scott plans to chlorinate the tanks before taking the next sample
· Installed two water meters (for Jim and Gaylen)
· Dug two graves (for Maureen Winters and Kathy Rees)
· Blew out the irrigation water with compressed air
· Reported that a new property owner wanted red rocks to place along a fence line; the Council discussed saving the remaining rocks for the memorial and other town projects
· Reported they were working on the operating permit for the new well with John Chartier.
Mayor Johnson mentioned a sinkhole that had formed at Dewey's grave at the cemetery. She had filled it with six five-gallon buckets of dirt. The Council discussed the cause, ruling out water line breaks in the area.
The Council also discussed:
· The county's water line installation to the industrial park
· Gopher trapping at the cemetery, with several members reporting successful trapping efforts
· The status of the well operating permit
Mayor Johnson reported that 26 new mayors were elected in the six-county region, and two towns (including Glenwood) had no candidates run for mayor or town council. If they cannot find volunteers, those towns may be unincorporated.
Closed Session As Permitted By Utah Code Annotated Section 52-4-205(1)(a)
Motion to go into executive session was made by Kerry Stevens. The motion was seconded and passed unanimously.
Adjournment
The Council resumed the regular meeting and adjourned.

