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Mayor – Cody Grundy, Town Clerk – Michelle Brian, Treasurer – Amber Perkins


Loa Town & Waterworks Town Council Meeting			November 13, 2025

Mayor Cody Grundy welcomes everyone to the council meeting dated November 13, 2025, starting at 6:30 pm and being held at the Loa Town Hall at 80 W. Center Street in Loa. Town board members are present: Chris Olsen is absent, Don Bone is present, Derek Woolsey is present, Kori Brown is present, Michelle Brian is present, Amber Perkins is present, Cody Peterson is present.

Public Attendance: Barbara Tewell, Ellis Brown

Arsenic Results: blend is .95, well #2 is .83 and well #3 is .108 

The mayor asks Cody Peterson what he has to discuss. Cody said Trace was going to start cleaning out culverts on Wednesday so if anyone asks what the vac truck is doing that is what they will be working on. Trace is still working on the drainage issue as well. Michelle did bring up that they are still working on non-working meters. She said it’s strange because on the map it will show that they are reading but they aren’t reading on the billing side. They feel like they make some progress, but it still isn’t enough. They still don’t understand why some are not reading. Brad is so busy that he sent a different guy over to help do some trouble shooting but the guy knew less than Cody so that was not helpful at all. They are going to have to get Brad back over here, this has just been going on for way too long. Cody will try to get Brad scheduled that is about all they can do. Michelle said they probably all received their lead line letters so if they haven’t done so she told them to go in and report what their pipelines are. The qr code isn’t working but they can still go the link. The more people that report the better of course. They will continue to mail out the letters every year because it is required but once everyone has reported what they have and replaced lines to be compliant then that will help. Just keep spreading the word that even if they don’t have lead lines they still need to report in case it has not been listed. Sunrise has a number listed so they can call them if they have any problems. Cody said if anyone comes in and needs help replacing lines, Trace said he could help them, so we can give them his name and number. She said Jason Grundy is going to come fix the outlet outside this building and check to see how much it would take to put outlets outside the civic center building too and let us know. It would be good to have outside outlets on both buildings not just for the Christmas lights but for other events that they may have. She asked when Derek and Cody have planned to do the lights. She will leave that up to them, but Kori and Chris would like to have them up by Thanksgiving if possible. Derek said next week should be fine so he will get with Cody and figure out a time. Don said the big tree needs to be put up too. Michelle said maybe you guys can do that the same day that you do the other lights. They had some discussion about the civic center and the things that need to be addressed. Michelle had talked to Phillip Winters about checking the projector to see what it would take to get it working. He said he would be happy to come check. They also talked about the closets being used by the quilters and 4h, it may be something that they will need to address in the future. There are also trophies in the case that probably need to be taken to the county or ask if someone from those groups want them. 

Action Items:

Accounts Payable: The mayor called for a motion to approve accounts payable for November. Kori motioned to approve account payable for November. Derek seconded the motion to approve accounts payable for November. All others voted in favor of approving accounts payable for November. Accounts payable for November are approved. 

Meeting Minutes: The mayor called for a motion to approve minutes for October 9, 2025, public hearing and regular meeting. Don motioned to approve minutes for October 9, 2025, public hearing and meeting. Kori seconded the motion to approve minutes for October 9, 2025, public hearing and meeting. All others voted in favor. Minutes are approved. 

Other Approvals: bank recs for October, checks written for October, deposits for October, delinquent water listing for October standard financial reports all approved by signature of each council member. 

Approve/Deny Brown Brothers Construction Water Request: Ellis came on behalf of Brown Brothers Construction. They are bidding on a job for the fish hatchery in Fremont and if they get awarded the bid they will need quite a bit of water. They must use town water to wash cement materials because the state will not allow them to use secondary water for this. They have their own meter with the town out to their cement pit and they could use that. They would need 80,000-100,000 gallons per day until they can get some ponds built. Then they could recycle some of the water that way they could drop to 40,000 to 50,000 gallons a day. They have been doing this in Big Water on a system there and they have been running about 75,000 to 100,000 gallons in an 8-hour day. The project wouldn’t happen until springtime when it warms up enough to do it. He just wants to be proactive and just see if this is something the town would allow if they get the job. They could run it at night, so the impact wasn’t as high during the day and then store it and use it during the day. If they don’t get the project, then the town won’t have to worry about it, but he just felt it was a good idea to come see what they thought about it in case they do. He wondered if they had a higher charge for different uses. Michelle said they had just increased the rates for use out of the hydrants but if they are using a meter then the rates are set at the same for residential and commercial. She printed up what the current rates are but said that they are going through some studies now and the rates may change. Ellis said their water bill in Big Water last year was $390,000, he’s paying $5 per every 1,000 gallons, so it is a lot more than what Loa is charging. The mayor said we should have enough water but if it starts to affect something then they won’t be able to continue. The dairies were using about 300,000 gallons a month but not 100,000 gallons a day. They are both shut down so pretty much, so they aren’t drawing near the water that they were. They anticipate running the water five days a week until they can get a pond put in where they can store and recycle some. Ellis said Hanksville is charging $20/1000 but they also can’t supply the water. Michelle said they had better talk to their engineers and see where our system stands and if we can supply that much every day before they commit to anything. The mayor said we can probably call a vote to supply it if it is available but that is about all we can do until we know for sure where our system stands. The mayor calls for a motion to approve Brown Brothers request dependent on the amount of water we have available to supply them. Don motions to approve Brown Brothers’ request dependent on the amount of water we have available to supply them. Derek seconds this motion. Kori says due to the conflict of interest this is for her she will not vote. With Chris being absent, the mayor votes yes and the motion carries. 

Approve/Deny Santa Claus for Community Event: Some discussion was had and they felt like they should have one. Michelle said it would cost at least $100 but she does have him lined up if they want him. The mayor asks for a motion to approve hiring Santa for the community event coming up on December 1st. Kori motions to approve hiring Santa for the community event. Derek seconds the motion to approve hiring Santa for the community event. All others voted in favor. Michelle will let Santa know. 

Rob Smith Dog Issuse: Michelle said Rob has 4 or 5 dogs that are running loose and trying to attack people. One little dog did bite a young girl, and the cops were called about that incident, but the dog is still at home and still running free. If someone tries to walk down that street they will come out and chase them. One other lady was chased on a scooter, and she started screaming, luckily Rob came out and got them, but she said they would have hurt her she is sure of it. The cops will only help if someone gets bit, but we don’t want someone to get hurt. He has been talked to about them, but he doesn’t listen. We put a trap in Carl’s yard and did trap one, but it wasn’t one of Rob’s dogs, it was a heeler/pitbull mix dog of Lyndsay Tomilson’s. The new rates are helpful because it should hurt them in the pocketbook and that may give them incentive to keep them locked up. She had to pay over $100 to get hers out. Rob had a dog caught a couple of times in the trap, but he went over in the night and got it out. Michelle doesn’t really want to go to Rob’s home to talk to him about them if they are not nice dogs so she thought maybe they could send a letter and see if Rob would meet and talk about them and the stuff he has started to accumulate on his property again. She needs to talk to Todd and see if there is anything they can do because we don’t want anyone else to get bit or seriously injured. No action was taken but they decided to have her send him a letter to set up a time to meet with him. 

Business Items: 

Updates on Non-Compliant Town Citizens: Michelle said she thought most people that they had sent letters to seem to be cleaning up but they do have a new one. The Hickman’s that live on the corner by Chris and Jeff. They were given permission to add to that old home and the garage barely made it in compliance with setbacks but now they are parking trailers and boats in the driveway and next to the home on that side where it’s a corner and just not safe or in compliance. She was going to talk to Eric to see if he could say something to them. They have also been told that there is a trailer out by the TLQ’s across the street from there that people seem to be living in. It is a vacant lot, so Michelle had to ask Colleen who owned the lot and got an address for them. It sounded like it was the people that own Sunglow and a few other restaurants that own the lot. Michelle would send a letter and try to get some response 

Report on last mayor/commission meeting by Don Bone: Michelle said the mayor went to this meeting as well so he and Don can both give them an update on this. Don said he learned that the UDOT has layers. They are working on their first layer and that is permanent residents. They are going through the county trying to figure out how many permanent residents there are. There is no money available because there isn’t any growth or enough growth from permanent residents. The only source of revenue is the secondary highway tax. Don said Brock was supposed to send over information on what that tax would be. Michelle didn’t see anything. Don said it wasn’t much though. The mayor said you can apply to get some of the secondary highway tax. It came from roads that are used a lot so maybe center street or the road out by rodeo grounds. They didn’t feel like it was really going to be that beneficial, but they can look at what Brock sends them.

Water Meter in Sleeping Legends Subdivision: Michelle had a call from a realtor that had sold a lot in the Sleeping Legends Subdivision. This is the one out by Desi’s. Michelle said they called to see if there was a meter there. There have been a couple of lots that meters were not installed to and unfortunately this is one of those lots. Michelle said she has driven up that road recently and where the road was cut to install water line it has ruined that road. The asphalt has settled and it is breaking apart. This road is a county road, but when we had Jackson’s do water line work for us, they cut that road and installed the water line in a section of it. This was to avoid power and fiber, but that road should have been done differently when they fixed it afterwards because it is terrible now. So, we have the water line in the road, and this will make another cut in that road and another mess. She is wondering if there are any other options. The mayor said it should have been compacted and yeah, it’s not a good thing at all. She said this is coming to us, so we need to figure out a way to not ruin the road further but still install the meter. The mayor said there are a couple of options, the old 4-inch line runs up there next to the fenceline, we could cap one end of it and then just use it for that meter and there is one other lot that probably doesn’t have a meter that would need one too. There are the two middle lots that don’t have water, so they need to figure out something. Unfortunately, this is problem that the subdivider didn’t do and now it has changed hands several times. The town had a 4-inch line that wasn’t in the road, and it got abandoned so the town needs to do something, so they aren’t going into the road again. Michelle doesn’t know when he is coming in but she figured they should get things figured out and have the line in for both parcels. The mayor said the line would have to be on the subdivision side, so we’d have to see about getting easements from them to put the line in. Cody said he could call Brad and see what he thought about it. The mayor said she needs to find out who owns that other lot and then see if he would give an easement so they can put the line in and be prepared for when he wants to put a meter in. The cost of the line will be the responsibility of the town because they abandoned that 4-inch line. The owner will pay for the meter, parts and labor like everyone else. 

Grant/Loan update for Water Master Plan: Michelle said remember we had Sunrise help us apply through the division of drinking water for a grant to update our water master plan. We did not get approved for grant because our MAGI is so high and our rates aren’t high enough. They offered us a loan instead. Michelle still can’t figure out why our MAGI is so high, but it is based on taxes that were filed so somehow it was just a lot higher than it’s ever been. Sunrise said they have seen that before with other communities and then they drop back down the following year so it’s hard to know what was so different, but it does happen. Sunrise did send a letter to the state asking them what made our MAGI go up so much this last year, but he hasn’t heard back from them. The average income for Loa is showing to be 102% higher than the average overall I the state. That just doesn’t seem possible. They show us in the $61,000 average annual income and the years prior we were in the $45,000 range. We haven’t had growth here so it’s hard to understand how people have jumped that much on average. Our current water bill average is $47 so that is way below our MAGI which we knew were too low and needed to increase our rates, but they show us needing to be an average of $56.99. So about $10 increase. The loan will be $43,000 at 0% interest for five years; there would be legal fees for bonding that could be added to this amount so the loan would be $48,000. Michelle said she is going to leave this decision up to them but with the legal limbo we are in it may be best to say no to the loan until we know how much we are going to have to pay in legal fees. It’s just hard to justify a loan right now when we may need the money elsewhere. We need to raise the rates so maybe we need to start there and then wait and reapply down the road after we get the legal stuff behind us. Cody said I wonder if they use the 84747-zip code and maybe that is taking in Fremont and Loa. That is wrong for them to do that where Fremont has its own water system but maybe they are using taxes from there too. The mayor said I think we should pass on the loan for now. The council agrees with him. The mayor does think we should raise $1 or $2 every year just so its gradual but also expected if it is done every year to keep up with costs. They will meet with Rita and figure out what they want to do with rates and go from there. 

Rita Trick – water rate meeting: Michelle was going to have Rita come discuss the rate scenarios she came up with, but it will probably have to be in January. Michelle was going to talk to a few other people about the rates she came up with to see what they thought as well. 

Information Items: 

The mayor calls for a motion to go into a closed session for reasons permitted under UCA 52-4-205(1)© strategy sessions to discuss pending, or reasonably imminent litigation. Kori motions to go into a closed session for reasons permitted under UCA 52-4-205(1)© strategy sessions to discuss pending, or reasonably imminent litigation. Derek seconded the motion to go into the closed session for reasons permitted under UCA 52-4-205(1)© strategy sessions to discuss pending, or reasonably imminent litigation. Kori voted yes, Derek voted yes, Don voted yes and the mayor voted yes to go into the closed session. 

The mayor calls for a motion to reopen the regular meeting. Derek motions to reopen the regular meeting. Don seconded the motion to reopen the regular meeting for November 13, 2025. Roll call is taken, the mayor is present, Don is present, Kori is present, Derek is present, Chris is absent, Michelle is present, Cody is present and Amber is present. 

No other items were needed to be discussed at this time. 

The mayor calls for a motion to adjourn. Derek motions to adjourn. Kori seconded the motion. All others voted in favor.

Meeting adjourned. 


