Dear Legislator,
Recently, HB-48 was passed, impacting all Wildlife Urban Interface (WUI) areas, including our community of Brighton. While we understand that the intent of this bill was to reduce the risk that Utah homeowners could lose insurance coverage following a catastrophic wildfire, it also imposes a new tax on WUI properties. The initial costs for the first two years are low ($20-$100 per house), in year 3, the actual costs of this program will be inputted and divided amongst those in WUI areas which could result in significant property tax increases for all. Ultimately this tax is unlimited in scope and will negatively affect housing affordability in all WUI regions. Unlike other property taxes, homeowners will not have the opportunity to participate in public hearings to address the fairness or necessity of this assessment. We suggest this tax be eliminated or the funds be acquired in a more equitable manner.  
The bill also restricts insurance companies by requiring them to rely on the state WUI map, despite the fact that many insurers already use their own sophisticated systems to assess wildfire risk at the individual-property level. This mandate creates an unnecessary layer of government and cost where none was needed. We suggest this requirement be eliminated and insurance companies have the option to use WUI maps, UWRAP (Utah Wildfire Risk Assessment Portal) maps or their own maps.
As a town, we agree that WUI-specific building codes should be addressed at the state level in coordination with local ordinances. However, many WUI communities border federal or state-managed lands; including BLM, National Forest, and State Trust Lands which the bill does not address. This places additional burdens on homeowners who have no ability to mitigate risks originating from these neighboring properties. Likewise, the bill does not adequately address vacant or unmaintained parcels nor are these properties assessed or evaluated under HB-48, which are best managed through local governance and working with these land managers.  
We are encouraged by the creation of a catastrophic insurance fund within HB-48, but the bill currently lacks critical details about how this fund will be implemented and administered. Insurance loss remains the greatest threat to all WUI homeowners and was the original purpose behind this legislation. Rising insurance premiums directly impact housing affordability in our community. We are eager to explore solutions that protect homeowners from premium spikes while also providing insurers with adequate safeguards against catastrophic loss. Alternatives worth considering include developing a dedicated wildfire insurance product, similar to federal flood insurance, or establishing a state-funded catastrophic pool specifically for wildfire events.
Most wildfires are caused by recreational activities such as off-highway vehicle use, campfires, and fireworks; we suggest exploring a special sales tax on fireworks and a small additional sales tax within WUI areas to support fire-mitigation efforts. These options more fairly align costs with sources of risk.
Adding new property taxes to homeowners is not the solution.
Sincerely
