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Meeting Minutes
SANPETE CONSERVATION DISTRICT 
Thursday, November 20, 2025 
Time: 10:00 A.M.
USDA Service Center
LOCATION: Ephraim, Utah
City Building
ATTENDANCE:
SURPERVISORS:  Michael Larson, Scott Sunderland, Bruce Christenson (online)
Excused: Scott Mower, Thomas Blackham
Utah Department of Agriculture and Food (UDAF): JP Contreras (Resource Coordinator), Jace Farnsworth (Conservation Deputy Director)
Natural Resource Conservation Services (NRCS): Wade Ingram (District Conservationist)
Other: Tracy Balch, clerk 

Agenda: 
a. Scott Sunderland moved; Bruce Christenson seconded to approve the agenda for November 20,  2025,  as presented.  The motion passed.
Meeting Minutes:
a. Bruce Christenson moved; Scott Sunderland seconded to approve the meeting minutes for October 9, 2025, with no changes.  The motion passed.  The approved meeting minutes were uploaded to the Utah Public Notice Website.

Clerk Report: 
a. FY 2026 Quarter 1 SERA and Financial reimbursement reports have been submitted to the UCC office.
b. FY 2026 Quarter 1 transparency report was submitted on the State Auditor reporting page.  There was an issue with it, but it has since been fixed and re-submitted and approved.
c. Tracy talked with the board about ending her time as the CD clerk.  It is interfering with some of her other work duties, and she feels that there needs to be made a clean break from her previous position as Resource Coordinator.  She suggested hiring Joanna Justesen, the admin for NRCS.  Joanna has been interested in the position previously.  The board agreed that this would be a good idea and Wade Ingram agreed that as Joanna’s supervisor, that this could work.  Tracy will finish out in December, at the end of the second quarter, and make sure that the reports are submitted before turning over duties.  Tracy, JP, and Jace will help Joanna get trained.

Financial Business: 
a. Deposits: CD Checking Account-Fremont River CD and Piute CD: $779.00 each for CD employee share; Watershed Checking Account-$45,000.00 for NPS projects.
b. Scott Sunderland moved; Bruce Christenson seconded to approve the following payments: The motion passed.
a. Michael Larson for USPS PO Box Annual Rental: Check #233 in the amount of $137.00
b. Tracy Balch for reimbursement of flowers for funeral: Check #234 in the amount of $114.55.
c. The board members reviewed the bank statements from October.

Board Business: Board Members
a. Mike Larson discussed what he learned at the UACD Convention last week.  There was quite a bit of Supervisor Training that emphasized the need to have a quorum for the CD Board meetings and the importance of having involved CD board supervisors. 

UDAF Business: 
a. JP gave an update to the board about the possible grants and funding that UDAF is doing right now: AgVIP, Land Conservation and Secession Planning, Water Optimization, Emergency Disaster Relief Loans.  He also updated the board on the new ARDL changes: as of 9/30/2025 the interest rate has gone to 4%.  The ARDL program will no longer be able to take credit cards as payments beginning January 1, 2026.
b. JP also gave an update on the poster contest.  JP and BreeAnn delivered gift cards to the winners and took candy to the other participants at the schools.
c. Jace discussed how UDAF is working on creating better conservation districts.  They will be working with the resource coordinator and the CD boards in doing a better job on training and getting Supervisors to become more engaged.  There may become a time when CD boards are combined.

[bookmark: _Hlk175122939]NRCS Business: 
a. Wade said that the federal government employees were back in the office as of last Thursday.  They are trying to catch up on CSP payments, they have 80 to do by the end of the year.
b. The application deadline will be January 15, 2025.  Deferrals on applications will be done differently.  If the participant wants to defer their application, they will need to respond to the letters that are being sent out to them.  If they do not, the application will be thrown out.  
c. NRCS MSFR Team has 180 active contracts that they are working on.
d. Emily Fife, the state conservationist, is being promoted to the Regional West Conservationist.  The state of Utah will be getting a new state conservationist.

CD Employee Business: 
a. Michael Larson let the board know that he finally heard from Michael LaRiviere, through Jason Krebs, that he will be resigning as of November 28, 2025.  Michael LaRiviere has not been in contact with anyone.
b. The board and JP will work on trying to figure out where the range and no-till drill are located.
c. Tyler in Levan wants to use the range drill and the Fremont River CD Board would like to use it as well.  The board is good with this if no one else in Sanpete doesn’t need it.
d. It was suggested that they need to get the debit card from Michael LaRiviere.
e. The board and those present discussed hiring a new CD planner.  There might be a difference in hiring an employee if they are not housed in Sanpete.  There is room at the office in Richfield and that might help get a broader candidate pool.  The CD employee would work for Sanpete, Sevier, Fremont River, and Piute.

Other Business:
a. The next Sanpete CD meeting will be held on Thursday, December 11, 2025, at 10:00 am in the Ephraim NRCS Conference room if the furniture is finished being installed.

A motion was made to adjourn the meeting by Scott Sunderland at 11:30 a.m.
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