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LEAMINGTON TOWN COUNCIL
Wednesday, November 12, 2025, 6:30 PM

PUBLIC HEARING

Roll Call:
Mayor, Russ Finlinson: present
Council Members Present: Michael Lovell, Clark Nielson, John Pruitt
Council Members Not Present: Steven Holman
Clerk/Recorder, Ashlee Echols: present
Treasurer, Brittney Nielson: present

Meeting called to order at 6:37 PM

Ordinance Review: Mike reported we are in the process of establishing 11 ordinances. Planning & Zoning has reviewed the ordinances required of them. Todd & Chad still need to give input on the water ordinances. Forms discussed with Ashlee were sent to Mike Hanson to be included as Addendum A within the relevant ordinances. The lot line adjustment request form is missing & still needs to be created & added. Mike Hanson has been informed of the public hearing and is prepared to help make any additional revisions necessary for the December public hearing to ensure a clean finalized draft. Eva Neilson had concerns regarding airbrake noise from the gravel pit trucks turning on cemetery road & community feedback has already been incorporated in some way. 
Clark asked whether the new ordinances regulate living in a camper. Mike explained that the draft ordinance currently requires sewer and water connections from day one with a six-month limit, unless the person has an active building permit. Some members felt this was too restrictive and suggested allowing 30–45 days without hookups; others questioned whether time limits were needed at all, emphasizing that sanitation is the real concern. Russ referenced a past police-involved eviction that relied on the six-month rule & emphasized that most trailer residents pose no problem, but occasional enforcement tools are valuable. Members discussed long-term RV living as functionally similar to having an Accessory Dwelling Unit (ADU). Some felt that if the unit is safely connected to sewer, water, and utilities, and is essentially serving as a small detached dwelling, long-term occupancy should not be a concern.

There was debate about the origin of the six-month rule, how to handle people who move a trailer to “reset” the clock, if a limit provides useful enforcement authority for crime/nuisance and whether those details truly matter. Many favored simplifying the ordinance and focusing on proper sewage disposal. The question remained whether to preserve the time limit as a tool for unusual cases of nuisance or criminal activity.
Brittney Neilson expressed concerns about attracting problematic situations if limits are loosened, given current housing shortages and increased trailer living. Clark clarified that her concern related more to squatting than to permitted trailer living. Mike summarized the various comments, asking for a specific time-limit for stay & hookups. Russ recommended allowing up to six months without connection, requiring connection afterward, and allowing indefinite stays once connected. 
The council noted the fee schedule may not list a sewer-dumping fee. Since there is an unused septic connection at the firehouse, they suggested adding a fee of $25.

Public hearing adjourned 7:12 PM
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Bills: The bills were approved and signed.
Minutes:  Mike motioned to approve October minutes, John seconded, all in favor; motion passed. 
CIB application award of funds: Russ reported that the town received an offer of a $763,000 loan and $1.143 million grant for the back up well project. Russ proposes that we decline the loan due to unsustainable $30,000 yearly loan repayment that would deplete rainy day funds. Given heavy cuts to other applicants, he suggests we return with a downsized request of a $250,000 grant only to cover meter replacements, land acquisition, surveying, engineering, fencing, legal fees, and contingency; eliminating the back up well component and reducing the overall grant request. Mike motioned to approve Russ’s proposed adjustments to the CIB request, John seconded, all in favor; motion carried. 

Water projects update: Mike asked who was doing the cement work & foundation in the wellhouse. Russ reported that Barton was responsible for the work. The only anticipated change order may involve adding a floor drain that was left off the original plans; Jones & DeMille indicated they would cover that mistake, but no formal change order has been submitted yet. Construction is moving forward: the footing has been completed, the wall was poured today, Nov. 12th  & concrete samples were taken for quality testing. Once the wall cures, crews can begin backfilling and building up the dirt around it. with the cement work & foundation. 
Russ met with Brenda at Jones & DeMille to go over the funding left in USDA & CIB grants. Several project items still need funding, including the retaining wall, emergency generator, well abandonment and reimbursement for a land purchase. USDA funds appear sufficient to cover the land purchase, barton’s $150,000 change order, the estimated $20,000 well abandonment and a $15,000 retaining wall—but only if the generator is removed from the USDA budget. If we purchase a generator with the CIB Town Hall grant, it can be shared between both projects. As for the CIB Culinary water improvement grant, the project is essentially out of money, with roughly $1,000 unspent. Recent Scholzen & Tolley Plumbing expenses may or may not be reimbursable. Further meter replacements can continue only if additional funding (the proposed $250,000 grant) is received; otherwise, the town would need to cover costs from its maintenance budget. Brenda is currently holding invoices from Scholzen & Tolley Plumbing for the final CIB reimbursement submission to determine whether any further reimbursement is possible. Mike noted that only a limited number of meters still require digging, so if we change the priority to non-dig meter replacements we can reduce costs for the maintenance budget until the new grant is awarded. 

Lead & galvanized piping report: Russ had meters potholed to identify for galvanized & lead piping that requires replacement. We have 3 accounts with confirmed galvanized piping though only one is to a residential home. Russ recommends we have Bliss conduct multiple lead tests over several months to verify water safety at the Johnson home & see if replacement is necessary. The other galvanized lines serve only livestock troughs; owners can abandon or replace the lines to meet the state requirements. 

Update on town hall & maintenance bldg. projects: Russ reviewed concerns raised by Heather with CIB regarding proper filing practices for reimbursement. All expenses should be submitted within  the same fiscal year in which they are incurred. A recent reimbursement request included charges from up to two years prior, which prompted a warning that such items may not be reimbursed in the future. To avoid this, the town will submit all outstanding expenses for both the town hall and maintenance bldg. on the next reimbursement request. 
Russ reported the complications with the SAM registration renewal, which is necessary for USDA grant payments. While the SAM registration is still active until Dec. 7th, the Defense & Logistics Agency (DLA) has requested extensive documentation to verify the CAGE Code. Russ expressed frustration that annual renewal requirements designed for evolving businesses also apply to stable municipal governments. He hopes to get congressional support to ease the burden for small towns in the future. 
For the maintenance bldg we are preparing to install a French drain on the south side(back); materials have been purchased but digging still needs to be scheduled with Seth Johnson. Technicians recently repaired the wheelchair lift which has locked out due to an object being wedged underneath. Concerns were raised about the current key system as the lift requires the key to remain inserted for operation, making it easy for keys to be lost or taken. The town plans to switch to a keyless control system to secure the lift properly. The repair work cost about $1,000 which was covered by grant funds. During the visit the technician also adjusted the basement door so it opens without rubbing on the tile floor. Mike proposed hiring local labor at $15/hour to rip remove old carpet and reinstall the baseboards in the new office upstairs.  
For the maintenance bldg., recent tasks included installing the French drain and ordering a conversion kit so Todd can convert the repurposed cemetery water heater from propane to natural gas before installing it. 

Upcoming town hall reservations: The council reviewed the upcoming reservations as follows: Thanksgiving Day, Dec 6th, 7th, 12-13th, 14th, 20-21st, 22-25th reserved for the town, 26-27th, 30th. Steven & Anna typically organize a Klip Klisters activity the Saturday before Christmas for kids crafts & decorating the town hall for Santa’s visit Christmas Eve. It will need to be moved to earlier in the month or held on a weekday leading up to Christmas due to a conflict with the town hall being booked the 19-20th.  John emphasized that for future town events we need to block out those dates in advance to avoid them being taken by paid bookings. Thanksgiving is the most popular reservation & is already reserved for 2026. Rental rates were briefly discussed—once the new bathroom, brides room and office are completed the plan is to raise the rental fee to $500. 

Final Leamarado Day accounting: The town received the remaining rodeo income & Russ got a final bill of $1,500 from Del Hammacker for the dinner meat. All income & expenses have been entered into Pelorus & the budget reflects correctly. 

Cemetery road signs installation: Russ spoke with the mowing crew supervisor io request installation of new cemetery signs approximately 16X24. The area has already been blue staked in preparation. We also requested installation of a radar speed sign as previously discussed. Once we have a cost estimate we will follow up with Adam Pace about getting the signs done. The town is considering applying for the TPA transportation grant in January to help fund the radar speed sign & replacement of road signs. 

Church property: Mike has received phone calls from multiple church representatives about church owned land, one representative initially asked detailed questions about the properties, confirmed the church intends to sell it and inquired whether the town was interested. Mike expressed the town’s strong interest, preferably as a gift but also willing to purchase & referenced what the town paid for land acquisition for the well project. Another representative called and clarified that the church would be splitting the land between the Wrights & the church, selling one parcel to pay for the upgrade of a pavilion & grass area for the church to continue ownership of. Surveyors have already begun reviewing the property, noting existing lot-line issues. There are two additional parcels behind the rodeo grounds that the town is very interested in but no further information has been provided & it is unclear if the church intends to sell those. The church representatives suggested decisions will be made by a centralized church committee, local leadership, and resale expectations may be higher than the town paid for our well’s land. 

Status of misc. town projects: Russ would like to maintain this line on the agenda to discuss any last-minute town items & take action on them without conflicting with OPMA requirements. 

New council member training: Utah league of cities & towns has council member training that Russ believes would be helpful for our incoming councilmembers Tyler & Drey. He emailed the information to Mike to pass along to them. 

Christmas celebration: Russ was hoping to have Steven here to discuss the Christmas Eve Santa visit. There was discussion about who to have be Santa and whether Anna was doing Klip Klister. Russ will order candy from Quality for the council to bag after the December council meeting. 

Misc. Discussions: There was discussion about various water accounts with potential billing, usage & leaking issues including the fire house, Burmingham trucking and other residential meters. Ashlee will make the needed usage & billing corrections. 

Mike motioned to adjourn, John seconded, all in favor; motioned passed. Meeting adjourned at 8:40 PM
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