Nov. 12, 2025, town council
Meeting minutes
Call to Order
The meeting was called to order by Mayor Jack Funk on November 12, 2025, at 7:00 PM.
Minutes for Oct. 10th, 2025
The minutes from the October 10th, 2025, meeting were presented for approval.
Motion by Kim Hansen, seconded by Mistie Christiansen, to approve the minutes as written. Motion carried unanimously.
Invoice Report
The invoice report was presented for review and approval.
Motion by Kim Hansen, seconded by Jack Funk, to pay the bills as stated on the invoice report. Motion carried unanimously.
Mayor Jack Funk
Kelly with Ensign - Water Plan, Cemetery, Restrooms
Kelly Chappell from Ensign Engineering presented findings on the town's water system and cemetery boundary issues. 
Two concerns were noted regarding the cemetery: First, there are inconsistencies between deed boundaries and existing fence lines. Second, a Bureau of Land Management (BLM) land exchange is still awaiting completion.  The town will need to wait for the patent documentation and potentially consider a boundary line adjustment with neighboring property owners.
Regarding the water system, Ensign Engineering completed a comprehensive analysis that included:
1. Remapping the entire water system with GIS integration
1. Hydraulic modeling showing the system meets peak demand requirements.
· Recognizing that fire flow capabilities fall short of recommended standards because of undersized pipes (specifically 2-inch lines)
1. Recommendations to replace 2-inch north-south lines with 8-inch lines and add two PRVs
The water system was determined to have sufficient source capacity and storage, but aging infrastructure will need replacement planning for the future.
Motion by Mistie Christiansen, seconded by Kim Hansen, to approve the Water master plan with anticipated corrections. Motion carried unanimously.
Election/Canvass
The mayor presented the election results: Jack Funk received 67 votes, Amy 23 votes, Mistie Christiansen 77 votes, Kim Hansen 73 votes, and Melissa Durfey 80 votes.
Motion by Mistie Christiansen, seconded by Kim Hansen, to approve the election canvas. Motion carried unanimously.
Fire Hose Auction
The council was informed that Glenys wants to purchase 2 fire hoses at $25 each, and Keith Taylor would take 10 hoses at $30 each.
Public Hearing Outcome on Fees
The council reviewed the fees discussed in the previous public hearing. Cemetery plot fees will be $300 for residents and $600 for non-residents. Burial fees for residents will be $300 weekdays and $400 weekends/holidays, while non-resident burial fees will be $400 weekdays and $500 weekends/holidays.
Motion by Kim Hansen, seconded by Melissa Durfey, to approve the new fee schedule for the cemetery as discussed in the public hearing. Motion carried unanimously.
The council also reviewed the utility rates increase of 3% annually and connection fee adjustments effective January 1, 2026.
Motion by Kim Hansen, seconded by Jack Funk, to approve the utility rate and connection fee adjustments effective January 1, 2026. Motion carried unanimously.
Councilperson Kim Hansen
Town Celebrations
Hansen gave an update on the Christmas decorations, mentioning that the old lights have been taken down and new ones have been ordered.  The tree lighting is scheduled for November 30th, and Tinseltown for December 19th.
Bingo/Craft Night
Bingo will be held on November 19th, and Craft and Chat on the 25th with limited spots available. The Council Christmas party was set for December 10th at 6:00 PM, followed by the regular meeting at 7:00 PM.
Councilperson Mistie Christiansen
Planning and Zoning - General Plan Review
Councilperson Christiansen reported on the general plan progress, noting the need for a risk and resilience chapter covering how the town would respond to emergencies. This discussion led to the revival of the CERT (Community Emergency Response Team) program, which Councilperson Durfey agreed to lead.
EEMSSD
Christiansen reported that the EEMSSD is facing a $350,000 budget shortfall due to the loss of mineral lease money from mine closures. The board is requesting $2,500 from Emery Town to help fund operations.
Councilperson Melissa Durfey
Town Beautification
Councilperson Durfey reported working on the Town Hall for Christmas decorations and the yard/porch contests.
Pioneer Church Update
Durfey reported contacting state representatives for grant assistance for the Pioneer Church. She plans to invite a representative to visit the town to help secure funding.
Councilperson Patrick Sundstrom
Animal Control - Update Resolution on Fines
Motion by Kim Hansen, seconded by Jack Funk, to approve the general ordinance No. 2025-1 regarding animal control licensing permits enforcement and care within Emery Town. Motion carried unanimously.
Adjournment
