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Purpose

To update Salt Lake County's Wasatch 
Canyons, Sandy Hills, & the West General 
Plans with a Water Conservation Element that 
complies with Utah Code §17-27a-403 (SBs 110 
[2022] and 76 [2023]).

This plan will:
• Consider impacts of water resources on 

current and future development 
• Coordinate land use and water planning for 

Unincorporated Salt Lake County
• Identify strategies to reduce water use



Water Element Vision

Salt Lake County envisions a future where water sustains thriving 
communities, healthy ecosystems, and resilient economies and is 
managed as a shared resource through integrated partnerships, 
planning, innovation, and stewardship to ensure abundance for 

future generations.



Water Element Goals

Align Growth with Sustainable Water Futures
Guide land use, housing, and infrastructure decisions so that future development patterns 
reflect available supplies, conserve water at the parcel and system level, and protect long-
term resilience.

Safeguard Source Waters and Natural Systems
Treat the Wasatch Canyons, the Great Salt Lake, and local aquifers as living infrastructure 
that are protected and valued for water supply, ecological health, and climate resilience.

Build a Culture of Water Stewardship
Advance water conservation as a community ethic through education, land use controls, 
and partnerships that normalize efficiency and water-wise landscapes in homes, 
businesses, agriculture, and public spaces.

Lead by Example in County Operations
Demonstrate innovation and accountability by embedding conservation into County 
facilities, properties, and infrastructure; reduce operational demand and model best 
practices to prove what’s possible.



Engagement
We implemented a multi-channel engagement process to 
gather feedback from residents across the planning areas 

• Launched a project website with surveys, FAQs, and interactive 
maps for public input.

• Conducted in-person outreach through tabling at community 
events, including the Save Our Great Salt Lake Symposium; 
placed interactive boards at County building

• Developed and boosted social media posts targeting residents in 
unincorporated SLCo and neighboring communities. 

• Convened coordination meetings with water providers, irrigation 
companies, and other stakeholders.



Existing Conditions

Wasatch Canyons General Plan - 2020
SLCo West General Plan - 2022
Sandy Hills General Plan- 2023

This Element considers current community vision and 
goals expressed in each document to broadly guide 
county-wide decisions.

Each of these plans already discuss and promote water-
wise landscaping. This element will highlight those 
commitments and supports long-term water supply security 
for unincorporated County through land use tools



Land Ownership 

Existing Conditions
Land Ownership and County Park Facilities

County Park Facilities



Impervious Surface Growth, 2004- 2024

Existing Conditions
Growth Areas – Experienced and Projected

WFRC Future Land Use



FCOZ and 
Source Water 

Areas

Existing Conditions
Other Land and Water Elements 

Retail Water 
Providers

Waterways and 
Irrigation 
Systems

Agricultural Land 
Use



Subarea Analysis

Organized by watershed and 
retailer boundaries, specific 
analyses divide unincorporated 
areas into 11 subareas with 
tailored evaluations of land use, 
supply, and conservation 
conditions.

Given data limits and development 
constraints, the Northwest (teal) 
and Camp Williams (purple) areas 
do not have a dashboard.



Subarea Dashboard
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RECOMMENDATIONS



Develop a land use ordinance for unincorporated Salt Lake County 
new development of single-family homes, multifamily 
development, and commercial that incorporates sustainable 
landscaping standards, requiring consideration of principles such 
as:

• Reduction or limitation of traditional lawn or turf;
• Promotion of site-specific landscape design that reduces stormwater runoff and irrigation-related 

discharge;
• Integration of stormwater Best Management Practices (BMPs) consistent with Salt Lake 

County’s stormwater permit;
• Preservation and use of healthy, climate-appropriate trees and vegetation with low to moderate 

water demands;
• Reduction of yard waste through efficient planting and maintenance practices; and
• Use of efficient irrigation systems—such as drip irrigation—optimized to deliver appropriate 

water to plant types, with emphasis on drought-resistant trees and plantings, and irrigation 
designs that separate tree and turf zones while limiting turf to active use areas.

1. Reduce Water Demand In New and Existing 
Developments



Consider potential updates to Salt Lake County’s Corridor
Preservation Fund. Prioritize project rankings that utilize water-wise 
landscaping plants and design guidelines, and that reduce turf in low-traffic or 
low-use areas.

Expand policy 1155 Tax Increment Policy to include screening criteria 
that recognize and prioritize projects demonstrating efficient water use and 
reuse practices. These criteria would provide information for policy makers as 
they consider proposals that incorporate verified water conservation measures 
or technologies. This ensures public investments support growth that aligns with 
long-term supply capacity and strengthens the County’s overall resource 
management framework.

1. Reduce Water Demand In New and Existing 
Developments



2. Modify Local Government Operations to Improve 
Conservation and Implement Efficient Practices

County-Wide / Department-Level Standard Operating Procedure 
(SOP) Audit of Water-Inefficient Practices. 
 
Conduct County-wide and department-level audits of existing irrigation 
infrastructure to identify:

• Aging or inefficient sprinkler systems;
• Areas lacking drip irrigation for trees and landscaped zones;
• Turf and grass areas without water-efficient delivery systems;
• Irrigation systems that are not equipped with smart technology to track 

weather conditions or automatically shut off during rain events;
• Opportunities to upgrade to modern, water-smart controllers and 

systems that support drought resilience and reduced runoff.



2. Modify Local Government Operations to Improve 
Conservation and Implement Efficient Practices

County Turf Audit & Conversion Program. 
Conduct a comprehensive turf audit and consider a phased conversion program 
to replace non-functional grass with low-water landscapes and efficient irrigation 
systems. This reduces long-term maintenance and water demand, freeing 
supply for growth while maintaining quality recreational spaces and 
demonstrating fiscal and environmental leadership.

Water-Wise and Drought Resistant Landscaping. 
Incorporate water-wise and drought-resistant landscaping principles into the 
design and renovation of County facilities to reduce long-term maintenance and 
irrigation needs. This approach supports responsible resource management, 
enhances landscape resilience, and demonstrates visible County leadership in 
sustainable design without constraining project flexibility.



3. Support Coordination for Regional Water 
Conservation Efforts

Support and promote DWR programs — such as Utah Water Savers and 
Flip Your Strip—for residents in Salt Lake County by sharing information through 
County social media channels, newsletters, and other communication platforms 
to increase participation in turf replacement and water-wise landscaping efforts.

Highlight and share Salt Lake County’s own successes with Flip Your 
Strip at County facilities to demonstrate leadership by example and encourage 
residents to adopt similar water-efficient landscaping practices. 
 

Continue and expand the use of “Water Wednesdays” on County 
social media platforms to highlight water conservation tips, programs, and 
success stories, increasing public awareness and engagement on sustainable 
use.



4. Develop New and Utilize Existing Land Preservation 
Tools and Resources

Continue to utilize Salt Lake County’s Open Space Fund (Salt Lake 
County Code, Chapter 2.93) to acquire and permanently protect land within 
sensitive landscapes, such as the Jordan River Parkway corridor, the Great Salt 
Lake shoreline, foothill and Bonneville Shoreline areas, and other critical riparian 
or habitat zones, in alignment with the fund’s stated purpose of preserving 
natural open space and ecological resources.



5. Protect Water Resources and Great Salt Lake 
Quality

Enhance Water Quality and Habitat.  
Develop vegetated riparian buffers along perennial and ephemeral streams to 
reduce erosion, filter pollutants, and improve ecological conditions in waterways 
such as Rose, Midas, and Butterfield Creeks.

Support Compliance with Water Quality Standards. 
Implement riparian corridors along waterways that  support Best Management 
Practices (BMPs) to meet updated UPDES permit requirements and support 
long-term restoration objectives outlined by the Jordan River E. Coli TMDL study 
and the Salt Lake County Integrated Watershed Plan.



6. Coordinate To Maintain System Integrity And 
Protection

Support and promote a consistent coordination framework with 
irrigation and canal companies  
 
Encourage shared mapping, notification, and consultation procedures to 
integrate irrigation and storm water systems within
areas that are part of the County’s Flood Control system, including
unincorporated areas and municipalities that contract with the
County, into County planning and permitting processes. This improves current 
practice by creating clear communication
channels to mitigate service disruption and ensure early
coordination in the event of zoning or land use changes. 
 
 



Steps for Adoption

Planning Commissions
• Salt Lake County and  Mountainous Planning 

District Planning Commissions 
December 10 / 18, 2025

County Council
• Public Hearing / Second Reading  

January 2026



Questions  
& 

Comments 


