
Dear PC Members, 

I am concerned that there is discussion about putting a pharmacy on PU land.  This is 
inappropriate.  Please do some research before your meeting this Wednesday and not allow 
that — especially a pharmacy with any 24/7 availability.  It would be the only one in Southern 
Utah.  Pharmacies are businesses and should not be on PU land, so if the land next to Town Hall 
is approved for a zone change to PU, it still should not house a pharmacy.  According to the 
information provided by Mr. Dansie, the definition of medical clinic includes pharmacies, but 
that is highly unusual and should be changed.  Most consider them separate, one appropriate 
for PU land, one not. 

Typical treatment: 

• In most laws, leases, and zoning codes: 
“Clinic (dental or medical)” refers to facilities that diagnose or treat patients, usually 
where medical professionals provide services. 
Pharmacies are usually classified separately as “retail pharmacy,” “drugstore,” or 
“pharmaceutical services.” 

 

I wish you well in your discussions.  This feels like something Town Council will do what they 
want regardless of what Planning Commission decides.  Obviously I hope I’m wrong or I 
wouldn’t bother to write especially when today happens to be my busiest day of the year so 
far.   

Thank you for your time, this meeting and all your meetings.  You have a difficult job and I, more 
than most since I watch nearly every meeting, am very much aware of your time and 
commitment. 

Warmly, 

Elizabeth Cutler 

 

Additional research yields: 

In most cases, a pharmacy is not considered an appropriate use for land designated as Public 
Use, unless it is part of a larger public facility. 

Here’s how it typically works: 

 



When a Pharmacy Could Be Allowed on Public Use Land 

A pharmacy might be appropriate only if it is part of a public facility, such as: 

o A public hospital or health clinic 

o A county health department facility 

o A VA or public medical center 

In these situations, the pharmacy directly supports the public purpose of the primary facility. 
Some jurisdictions classify these as “accessory uses” to a permitted public use. 

 

 When a Pharmacy Is Not Appropriate 

A stand-alone, privately operated commercial pharmacy (e.g., CVS, Walgreens, Rite Aid, 
independent drugstore) usually does NOT meet the Public Use definition because: 

o It is a private commercial business, not a public facility 

o It does not serve a governmental, civic, or public-infrastructure purpose 

o Zoning for Public Use is intended for schools, libraries, parks, civic centers, public 
works, hospitals, etc. 

Most zoning codes place pharmacies in commercial districts, not public-use districts. 

 

 Exceptions (Rare) 

Some cities may allow: 

o Leasing of small spaces within public buildings to private vendors 

o Commercial services that directly support a public facility’s function 

But these require specific authorization or conditional use permits. 

 


