Minutes of the Bicknell Planning & Zoning Commission
Tuesday October 21, 2025 6:45 - 8:00
Bicknell Town Hall, 64 West 100 North Bicknell UT

General Plan Public Hearing

The hearing was called to order by Ellen Anderson.  The purpose of the hearing was to get input on the 2026 General Plan.  

Comments solicited from the citizens attending the BBQ were compiled and are included in the new goals.  What is presented are the goals and priorities set by the Town Council at this point in time.  This hearing is to collect input from citizens of the town prior to finalizing the 2026 General Plan.

Laura Lasco is the only ‘public’ present and had this to say:

Under Land Use Goals, Goal 3, ‘Explore ways to enforce town ordinances.  She suggested working with other towns to hire a shared enforcement officer that would work for multiple towns which would cut the cost for everyone.  

The next thing is Goal 4 dealing with people using the street right of way for parking and storing vehicles.   Laura said that 80% of homes in town look nice but there are a few that don’t.   She felt those people using the right of way for their personal storage should be charged rent.  Lets not try to enforce it, we should just charge rent.  Just leaving vehicles on the street should not be allowed.  

Next was ‘Community development and design’ goals,  Laura felt it is important to have a sign ordinance and to have attractive signs.  “I don’t know what happened to Big T’s down there but the sign was terrible.  She also felt we should have some sort of lighting ordinance, especially for businesses.  Just so we have sort of a standard.       

She mentioned that at the Commission meeting they mentioned moving forward with all the infrastructure for the industrial park.  She felt the town should not miss the boat and look into annexing that property.   She felt there is a lot of money that will be coming in that the town isn’t going to see.   

The public hearing was closed.


Welcome, call to order and pledge by Ellen Anderson

Roll Call: Deanne Frazier, Darcie King, Ellen Anderson, Jim Dudleston, Connie Durfey present.   

A motion was made by Darcie to approve the September 16th minutes.  The motion was seconded by Connie and unanimously approved.

First item: General Plan Goals   

Ellen stated that we’d just had our public hearing and Laura had given some good comments.  

Ellen suggested that we go through each goal in order and ask for comments or suggestions.   Ellen said that Steve had mentioned to her that it looked like there were too many action steps in the plan and that they should be cut back.

Goal 1:  To protect and preserve the rural atmosphere, values, safety and lifestyle of Bicknell.  Members felt it looks good.

Goal 2:  Maintain a family friendly community.  No changes.

Land Use Goals
Goal 1: Provide a stable and attractive environment throughout the town.

Jim suggested action item 4 should be changed to ‘properties’ instead of neighborhoods.

Goal 2:  Maintain an active Planning and Zoning Commission.

Goal 3:  Ensure all new structures built in Bicknell are compliant with current building codes.

Jim mentioned that if we want people to comply with ordinances, they need to be on the website so they are accessible.  Nobody is going to come to the town hall and rummage through the book to read ordinances.  Just like Laura asking if we had a sign ordinance, we do but it is not posted online.

Ellen said it should probably be listed under Community Development and Design Goals.  “Ensure all current ordinances are published on the website.”

Goal 3, action step 1, Jim suggested changing ‘ordinance’ to ‘ordinances’.

Goal 4:  Ensure that Bicknell Town rite-of-ways are respected and not used for personal reasons by Bicknell citizens.

It was generally felt that sending letters is a good start.

Goal 5:  Create and define a building code for commercial buildings.

The goal is the action item.  The goal should be: Establish a building code for commercial buildings.

Transportation Goals

Combine action steps 1 and 2 to say improve and provide asphalt on all roads in Bicknell Town to the extent possible.  

Public Service Goals

Looks good.

Community Development and design goals

Looks good after previous changes to Goal 1, action step 1.

Economic Development Goals

Looks good.

Ellen said she would update those items discussed and forward them on to the Town Council for their work meeting.

Next on the agenda is the zoning map:

Ellen stated that the town council had voted and approved extending the commercial zone to properties adjacent to Hwy 24.   ‘Main street’ was removed from the ordinance and it now just says that the commercial zone is that which is shown on the map.

Ellen and Jim both had mixed feelings on removing the description from the ordinance because it now contains no guidance on where re-zones can take place.  If HWY 24 was in there, P&Z could reject a rezone request that is not on HWY 24.  Without it, no real guidance exists.  It was felt that the following sentence should be added back in to the Building and Zoning Ordinance:  Highway 24 is the official Commercial Zone for Bicknell Town.

Jim made a motion to add Highway 24 to the general plan and the building and zoning ordinance in dealing with our commercial zone.

Deanne seconded the motion.  

The motion was unanimously approved.

Looking at the maps, we need to identify all those involved properties to mark on the map and to send out letters to property owners.   

First is the old Main Street.  On the West end of Main, Andrew and Katie are the only owners affected.  On the east end of Main, Jim and Kristi, Dortha, and the Torgensens, including the sawmill are affected.

Going south down HWY 24 on the east side of town, we ran into the first large chunk of land that goes from the highway down to Sandy Lane.  The maps we were looking at are not really accurate so we need to get current maps from the county before we can continue.

There was a lot of discussion on how far back from HWY 24 a commercial lot could go if it is sitting on one large parcel.  We kind of settled on 528 feet which is .1 miles.  That is the same distance as 1 full block within the platted town.       

It was decided that Ellen would get new maps of the east end of town so we can look at accurate parcels before proceeding.  

Next month we will revisit the maps and draw in the new ‘Commercial/Residential’ properties.

The meeting was adjourned.

