IRON COUNTY COMMISSION MEETING
NOVEMBER 10, 2025

Minutes of the Iron County Commission meeting convened at 9:00 A.M. November 10,
2025 in Commission Chambers at the Iron County Courthouse, Parowan, Utah.

Officers in attendance included:

Paul Cozzens Commission Chair

Michael Bleak Commissioner

Kenneth Robinson Commissioner

Jonathan T. Whittaker County Clerk
Also present:

Lucas Little County Auditor

Kenneth Carpenter County Sheriff

Nichole Rosenberg County Treasurer

Terry Palmer

George Colson

Building/Zoning

Emergency Management

Wade Adams Fleet Manager

Jennifer Bradbury HR Director

Reed Erickson Planner

Brett Hamilton Planner

Candace Reid Public Defender-Via Telephone
Josh Martin USU Director

Others present:

Alan Adams Jamee Andersen Kevin Bunnell

Mollie Halterman Sam Halterman Marla Hoyt

Rebekah [verson Jeff Raiser Kate Richardson
Barbara Sherman Taryn Wahlquist Bruce Washbum
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PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Those assembled were led in the pledge of allegiance by Rebekah Iverson.

INVOCATION
An invocation was offered by Wade Adams.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Kenneth Robinson made a motion to approve the minutes of the Iron County
Commission meeting held on October 27, 2025. Second by Michael Bleak. Voting: Michael
Bleak, Aye; Paul Cozzens, Aye; Kenneth Robinson, Aye.

APPROVAL OF CLAIMS FOR PAYMENT FROM

Michael Bleak made a motion to approve Claims for Payment from October 27, 2024, to
November 9, 2024. Second by Kenneth Robinson. Voting: Michael Bleak, Aye; Paul Cozzens,
Aye; Kenneth Robinson, Aye.

Commissioner Cozzens invited Jeff Raiser from Senator Curtis’s office to speak.

Jeff Raiser, Qutreach Advisor for Senator Jim Curtis, reported that steps were being
taken to bring the Federal Government closer to opening. He noted that Senator Curtis sent his
best. Senator Curtis had been working with a task force trying to have Iron County and one other
county (yet to be determined) meet with Senator Curtis online at least 4 times a year to discuss
any issues. Mr. Raiser listed the services that Senator Curtis’s office could assist with: Military
and Veteran affairs, healthcare navigation, immigration assistance, post office issues, social
security, public benefits, IRS, taxpayer advocacy, passports, public land assessment, energy
sector concerns, and natural resources. There was a discussion regarding the government
shutdown.

DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS

Jon Whittaker, Iron County Clerk, noted that the Clerk’s budget was on track, except
for the travel training budget, and the elections postage and shipping were close to going over.
Some of the election costs would be reimbursed through state and federal funds. Jon reported on
the 2025 General Election. The election went well, and the post-election audit was scheduled for
November 12th, with the canvasses on November 18", He noted that the most asked question was
why someone could not vote. Jon explained that this was a Municipal Election, and the
unincorporated areas of Iron County could not vote because they were not within the city
boundaries. He reported that he, Luke Little, Nicole Rosenberg, Marcus Keller, and David
Johnson met with the Board of Realtors, where they discussed Public Infrastructure Districts
(PIDs). He expressed his appreciation for his office staff for working hard and handling
challenges well.

George Colson, Iron County Emergency Management (EM) Manager, noted that the
Emergency Management budget was on track. George reported on his activities during the last
quarter. In September, George, Sheriff Carpenter, and Commissioner Bleak met and discussed
issues regarding Air Ambulance/Gold Cross. He also met with the State EMS Director to discuss
a solution. There was an Airport Emergency Exercise which resulted in burn accident with Chief
Phillips. He was home and doing well. In October there was a fundraiser dinner held in behalf of
Chief Phillips. George was on flood duty October 9" through 12", mainly in the
Kanarraville/New Harmony areas, he attended the Summit County Voluntary Organizations
Active in Disasters (VOAD) meeting where they discussed the support of Hazmat Teams state-
wide. On October 28™, he participated on a call with Representative Snider regarding his HB48,
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which raised more questions and no solutions. There was going to be a Public meeting held on
November 18" at 7:00 p.m. in the Cedar City Heritage Center, where Mr. Snider would report on
HB48. There was a discussion on HB48 regarding the implementation of the program. George
reported that he received an email from the Fire District, which said they had completed 75% of
the Fire District Feasibility Study and needed a Zoom call with Fire Chief Wayne Peterson. Once
that was completed, they would present that report to the commission. He explained the confusion
with a burn permit issued to Mr. Hulet, which Dispatch denied, and George was able to get it
turned around to allow him to use the permit, and he explained the burn permit process.

Wade Adams, Iron County Fleet Manager, reported that the budget was on track,
except for vehicle operations, which were over budget. One employee left, and some of the
vehicles had to be sent to the Premier Vehicle Installation (PVI), which put the budget over. The
new hire, Jose Jimenez, was doing well and was a diligent worker. Wade noted that Dave Utley
finished outfitting one of the Sheriff’s vehicles last week. PVI quoted him $28K to do a full outfit
of the vehicle, and with Dave doing the job, the cost was $18K. He reminded the commissioners
about discussing the issues with the shop floor and the leaking roof. There was a discussion
regarding possible solutions. Wade explained that he was still looking a different auction sites to
handle the Public Auctions.

Jennifer Bradbury, Iron County Human Resource (HR) Director, noted that the
budget was doing well at 78.36%. Jennifer reported that since the last HR report, there had been
22 posted, interviewed, and hired positions, 10 internal promotion/transfers, and in the process of
recruiting 4 full-time positions, and 1 part-time position. She reported that the present employee
turnover for 2025 was 15.32% which equated to 38 positions. The Iron County Insurance open
enrollment was held the week of November 3™ and was completed. Jennifer expressed her
appreciation to Betsy Cummings and Carrie Christiansen for all the work and hours they put in
preparing the open enrollment. She reported on the milestone employee anniversaries. Celebrating
10 years were Colby Hulet in Roads, Lori Neighbors in the Justice Court, Nate Dennett in
Building & Zoning, and celebrating 20 years was Exilda Serrano in Assessors. Jennifer reported
that the Workers Compensation Experience Modification (EMOD) decreased to .76 for the 2025
year. EMOD figures under 1.0 result in lower overall costs for Iron County.

Candace Reid, Iron County Public Defender, via telephone, reported that the budget
was on track, and she did not anticipate going over. Candace noted that the only thing they were
working on was reimbursements for Conflict Attorneys and a few District Court expenses. She
reported that she would be working on extending contracts and getting them renewed before the
end of the year, which she had discussed with Sam Woodall, Iron County Deputy Attorney.

Josh Martin, Iron County USU Director, noted that there was no longer an after-school
program. The budget was on track, with no concerns. Josh reported that there had been a change
in programs and personnel in the department due to employees leaving. Marla Hoyt moved from
the after-school program to the 4H Coordinator position, Taryn Wahlquist was over Extension
Home and Community, Rebekah Iverson was the new Agriculture and Natural Resources, and
Jamee Anderson was a Staff Assistant. Josh turned the time over to have each person, those
previously listed, report on their programs. Taryn Wahlquist introduced herself as the new Home
and Community faculty member. Taryn reported on the Civil Dialogue Program she was putting
together to teach the community how to have civil conversations with challenging topics. She was
also working on addressing our youth’s mental health, which was the top need from the
community Needs Assessment Program. Taryn noted that the food preservation program would
continue. Rebekah Iverson was over Agriculture and Natural Resources. Rebekah reported that
there were 560 people in attendance at the Utah/Arizona Workshop, and Temple Grandin, Animal
Behaviorist, was the guest speaker. There were 75 in attendance at the Cattleman’s Reproduction
Workshop, which was $330.000 in terms of knowledge. She reported on Water Moisture Sensors,
the Gofer A, research on shock collars on cows, fencing research for the UPD, the Iron County
Fair Livestock Show and the upcoming Soil Health Field Day. Marla Hoyt, 4H Coordinator,
reported that there were close to 800 children registered last year, with 25 clubs, and 20 camps
during the summer. Marla noted that the 4H Robotic Team won the state competition and they did
well at the World Competition in Canada. She reported on pre-clinics for the Livestock show, and
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they were becoming interested in working with small animals. Jamie Anderson reported that she
was a Staff and programs assistant. Josh expressed his appreciation to the commissioners for their
support.

Michael Bleak, Iron County Commissioner, noted that he was also on the call with
Representative Snyder, and he would be attending the open meeting at the Heritage Center. Mike
reported that he met with representatives from the Utah Association of Counties (UAC) and the
Military Installation Development Authority (MIDA) regarding a resolution of support for an
energy project in Iron County. He met with the Children’s Justice Center (CJC) advisory board,
where they discussed Group Home statistics. Sheriff Carpenter, Chiefs of Police from
municipalities, the hospital, and probation and corrections were in attendance. The CJC board
continued to collect data, and once that was all collected, they would meet with Nick Hulet, CJC
Director, to work on a solution and approach it as a multidisciplinary team. Mike met with the
Gold Cross Ambulance and discussed logistics on coverage areas. Some new supervisors were
not familiar with the Iron County operating agreement. He also met with Paragonah Fire Chief
Barton.

Kenneth Robinson, Iron County Commissioner, reported that he attended the ribbon-
cutting for the 4-million-gallon water tank, a meeting regarding the Cross Hollow Event Center
addition, scheduling changes, and rate increases, and the Iron County Council of Government
(ICCOQG). Terribles was open and Maverick in Parowan would open soon. Ken noted that
Parowan Mayor Halterman announced that the Terribles and Maverick stations had their final
inspection, and Terribles was open for business, and he attended a Jail meeting.

Paul Cozzens, Iron County Commissioner, reported that he met with Layton
Construction regarding jail issues with change orders and paperwork. Paul had a Zoom meeting
with Union Pacific Railroad regarding the deeding of 2 of their wells to the Lund and Modena
water systems. Justin Wayment and Richard Wilson participated in the Zoom call. He explained
the water and decommissioned water wells by Union Pacific. Commissioner Cozzens noted that
it was good to see President Trump was addressing concerns facing lamb and beef producers.

PUBLIC HEARING, DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE APPROVAL OF A PROPOSED
GENERAL PLAN AMENDMENT (ORDINANCE 2025-12) AMENDING THE IRON
COUNTY GENERAL PLAN TO INCLUDE A WATER USE AND PRESERVATION
ELEMENT IN ACCORDANCE WITH UTAH SENATE BILL (SB) 110

Brett Hamilton, Iron County Planner, explained the role of the General Plan: 1. an
advisory guide to land use decisions; 2. describes where you are, where you want to be, and how
you will get there; and 3. does not create regulations or requirements, but may recommend new
policies or strategies. Brett reported that under Utah Code §17-27a-40 and §17-27a-404, as
amended by SB110, Iron County was required to adopt a Water Use and Preservation Element as
part of its General Plan, which must include 4 legislative requirements (SB110 & SB76): A. the
effect of permitted development or patterns of development on water demand and water
infrastructure; B. methods of reducing water demand and per capita consumption for future
development; C. methods of reducing water demand and per capita consumption for existing
development; and D. opportunities for Iron County to modify operations to eliminate practices or
reduce conditions that waste water. He noted that Iron County was not a water provider. The
Central Iron County Water Conservancy District (CICWCD), private wells or municipal
providers, each with independent water rights, supply these, and he noted that the Utah
Hydrologic Basin was primarily comprised of Cedar City and Beaver, and the Regional Goal
was to reduce gallons per person/per day. Brett reported on the Parowan Valley, Cedar, and
Escalante/Beryl Safe-Yield and Groundwater Management Plans, Groundwater Management
Plans, Growth forecasts, Conservation for Existing Development, Conservation for Future
Development Strategies, Agriculture Strategies, and County Operations and Agriculture. There
was a discussion between the commissioners, Reed Erickson, Iron County Planner, and Brett,

regarding water issues.

Paul Cozzens, Iron County Chair, declared a Public Hearing open regarding Ordinance
2025-12.
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No Public Comments were offered.

Paul Cozzens, Iron County Commission Chair, declared the Public Hearing closed.

Reed Erickson, Iron County Planner, reported that the Iron County Planning Commission
(ICPC) held a Public Hearing, and after review of the Criteria Evaluation, the Iron County
Planning Commission (ICPC) recommended the approval of Ordinance 2025-12 Amendment.

Kenneth Robinson made a motion to approve the proposed General Plan Amendment to
include a water use and preservation element, as presented by Brett Hamilton. Second by
Michael Bleak. Voting: Michael Bleak, Aye; Paul Cozzens, Aye; Kenneth Robinson, Aye.

PUBLIC COMMENTS
No Public Comments were offered.

PRESENTATION FROM THE DIVISION OF WILDLIFE RESOURCES (DWR)
ABOUT A PROPOSED LAND ACQUISITION IN IRON COUNTY FOR EXPANSION
OF THE PAROWAN VALLEY WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AREA AND APPROVAL
OF A LETTER OF SUPPORT

Kate Richardson, DWR, introduced Barbara Sherman, Utah Prairie Dog (UPD) Recovery
Biologist, and turned the time over to her. Barbara clarified/reviewed the purpose of the land
acquisition for the expansion to place the UPD that was reported at the previous commission
meeting held on October 27%. She explained that there was a development of the UPD habitat in
Iron County, which was under the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) General Conservation
Fund. The habitat and the mechanism for allowing it were developed. When a UPD was taken, a
mitigation payment was collected, which goes towards land acquisition for UPDs, which was the
fund that was being used to purchase the property. Barbara reported that the UPD was listed as
federally threatened under the Endangered Species Act. The FWS had the management authority
and had the ultimate say. They dictate all of the rules, laws, and regulations for the UPD, and
they were currently working towards delisting the UPD, and she explained the process. She gave
a report on the Baseline Survey that was taken when the Parowan Valley WMA was established,
and the control efforts. There was a discussion with the commissioners regarding the control
efforts that were allowed for the adjacent property owners, UPD counts, recovery units, fencing,
and the species status assessment. Barbara reported the history of trapping the UPD, and clarified
that the division covered the cost of all live trapping, translocation of the live trapped UPD, and
the costs of performing lethal control efforts. She noted that the division wants to make sure they
acknowledge that there had definitely been negative impacts on adjacent landowners, and she
would not minimize that in any way. They would continue to work with the landowners to
address and mitigate the conflicts to the best of their ability within the U.S FWS rules and
regulations. The division was committed to trying to work on their habitat management within
the Parowan Valley WMA to come up with strategies to reduce the conflicts.

Sam Halterman and Alan Adams, property owners of the adjacent property being
discussed, reported on their issues with the UPD damage on their property. They agreed that
there must be a stronger commitment to honoring the contract by staying on top of the
management of the UPD. Kevin Bunnell, Regional UDWR, expressed his appreciation for all the
staff's efforts to explain this land acquisition. They were in the process of rewriting the
Management Plan and committed to include Alma Adams and Sam Halterman in writing the
contract. Kevin reported the UPD delisting process. A discussion continued about the delisting
and management of the UPD. Jon Whittaker read the Letter of Support.

Michael Bleak made a motion to approve the Letter of Support regarding the proposed
land acquisition of 20 acres in Iron County for expansion of the Parowan Valley Wildlife
Management Area, and a Letter of Support, as is, with the following added verbiage: “A physical
barrier be installed on the East and South side of the property. The DWR will take into
consideration, and commit to the issues as discussed in their upcoming Management Plan, and
there be a combination of fencing, and or, other methods to protect the adjacent landowners from
encroachment.” Second by Kenneth Robinson. Voting: Michael Bleak, Aye; Paul Cozzens, Aye;

Kenneth Robinson, Aye.
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DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE APPROVAL AND PRESENTATION OF THE IRON
COUNTY 2025 TENTATIVE BUDGET

Lucas Little, Iron County Auditor, explained that Utah Code Annotated §17-63-303 was
renumbered and approved by the State Legislature last week. The main item was, “On or before
November 1%, the Finance Officer shall prepare for the next budget period, and file with the
governing body a tentative budget for each fund for which a county budget is required.” He
noted that he filed that and sent it to the commission on October 30"". Luke reported that this was
not a public hearing and only the presentation of the tentative budget. A public hearing would be
held at the next Commission meeting on November 24" and would be adopted at the December
8" Commission meeting. Luke covered some of the budget highlights, and the Tentative Budget
would be available to the public ten days before the Public Hearing on December 8th.

Michael Bleak made a motion to approve the presentation of the Iron County 2025
Tentative Budget as presented by Lucas Little. Second by Paul Cozzens. Voting: Michael Bleak,
Aye; Paul Cozzens, Aye; Kenneth Robinson, Aye.

PERSONNEL

Jennifer Bradbury, Iron County HR Director, presented the new hire of Skyler LaPrelle
as a Full-Time Deputy Medical Technician in the Sheriff’s Department-Corrections, effective
November 10", This was a backfill of a vacant position; the promotions of Jared Ferguson and
Jacob Borges from Part-Time Deputy 1 to Full-Time Deputy 2 in the Sheriff’s Department-
Corrections, effective November 9™; the promotion of Madisen Kropf from Full-Time Medical
Deputy 1 to Full-Time Medical Deputy 2 in the Sheriff’s Department-Corrections, effective
November 9": the new hire of Alondra Valdez as a Part-Time Animal Shelter Technician in the
Sheriff’s Department-Patrol, effective November 10", This was a backfill of a vacant position;
the new hire of Alyssa White as a Part-Time Patrol Administrative Assistant in the Sheriff’s
Office-Patrol, effective November 3. This was a backfill of a vacant position; the new hire of
Chet Smith as a Part-Time Reserve Deputy for the Sheriff’s Department-Patrol, effective
November 10™. This was a backfill of a vacant position; the new hire of Amber Nessen as a Part-
Time Cedar City Activities Director for Council on Aging, effective November 12", This was a
backfill of a vacant position; the new hire of Britni Robertson as a Part-Time Parowan Activities
Director for Council on Aging, effective November 3™. This was a backfill of a vacant position;
the promotion of Maliah Larson from Part-Time Assistant Cook to Part-Time Lead Cook for
Council on Aging, effective November 9", This was a backfill of a vacant position; the new hire
of Lisa Woolsey as a Part-Time Administrative Assistant for Building and Zoning, effective
November 24%; and the new hire of Austin Sannebeck as a Full-Time Landfill Technician,
effective December 8%. This was a backfill of a vacant position.

Kenneth Robinson made a motion to approve the personnel changes as explained by
Jennifer Bradbury. Second by Michael Bleak. Voting: Michael Bleak, Aye; Paul Cozzens, Aye;
Kenneth Robinson, Aye.

NON-DELEGATED ITEMS
No Non-Delegated items were presented.

ADJOURNMENT
Paul Cozzens, Iron County Commission Chair, declared adjournment.

LT L

est: Jonathan T. Whittaker, County Clerk
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