


FOUNTAIN GREEN CITY
PUBLIC HEARING
October 16, 2025 – 7:00 p.m.
Fountain Green City Hall
Mayor Coombs opened the hearing at 7:00 p.m. and explained that the purpose of the hearing was to allow discussion and public comment on the proposed ACE (Administrative Code Enforcement) Ordinance and Resolution Forms. The ordinance would authorize a City Code Enforcement Officer to issue citations for noncompliance with city ordinances, including but not limited to animal control, building codes, and zoning violations.
The Mayor stated that the intent is to improve local enforcement and responsiveness. Currently, violations must be processed through the County, which often results in delays since City issues are not prioritized over County matters. The proposed change would allow Fountain Green City to handle such cases directly.
The Mayor emphasized that enforcement would continue to begin with education and cooperation. The City’s Code Enforcement Officer works with property owners to bring them into compliance before issuing citations. Only in cases where individuals refuse to comply would fines be imposed.
Fines would range from $300 to $500 per incident, depending on severity and frequency. Violations may be classified as civil or criminal, depending on the circumstances. The City’s Code Enforcement Officer would handle civil cases, while criminal violations would continue to be handled by the County.
The Mayor noted that Judge McIff has been briefed on the proposed process and is prepared to handle cases arising from enforcement within Fountain Green City. All fines and related revenues would remain with the City.

Public Comment and Questions
Question: What types of ordinances would this cover?
Response: Building codes, planning and zoning violations, and animal control ordinances.
Question: How will citations and fees be determined?
Response: Each violation carries a minimum fine of $300 and may increase to $500 per incident. The Code Enforcement Officer will provide a 30-day window for compliance before any fee is assessed.
Question: How will the City enforce fines if a person refuses to pay?
Response: Unpaid citations will be forwarded to the City Court for resolution. The City Judge has agreed to oversee enforcement proceedings.
Question: What is the estimated annual revenue from citations?
Response: The City does not anticipate significant revenue—likely less than $5,000 per year. The goal is compliance, not revenue generation.
Question: How will residents be notified of violations?
Response: The Code Enforcement Officer, Amy, first attempts in-person contact. If necessary, certified letters are sent. She may request Sheriff’s backup if a situation requires it. Copies of the relevant ordinances are provided to the property owner.
Question: How many residents are currently in violation?
Response: There are currently three serious violations under review.
Examples were shared of cooperative residents who worked with the City to come into compliance and others who refused communication, even returning certified letters unopened. The Mayor reiterated that the City’s goal is cooperation and education, not punishment.
A discussion was also held regarding seasonal weed abatement concerns. The Fire Department had advised postponing certain weed removals during extreme fire danger to prevent ignition risk, which the City followed.
The Mayor confirmed that before any citations related to building code violations are issued, the matter is reviewed by the City Council. Animal control matters may be handled directly by the Code Enforcement Officer.

Conclusion
With no further public comments or questions, Mayor Coombs closed the public hearing at 7:25 p.m.
The Mayor thanked all attendees for their input and invited them to remain for the regular City Council Meeting beginning at 7:30 p.m.
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