Governor’s Executive Residence Commission Minutes

November 12, 2025
Page 2
[image: image1.png]





Governor’s Executive Residence Commission



MEETING

November 12, 2025

MINUTESU
Members Present:

Jesselie Anderson, Chair
Susan Crook
Ellie Sonntag

David Baird

Members Absent: 

Gloria Kummer

Vicki Bourns

Marvin Dodge
Paul Monson
Jennifer Ortiz
Guests in Attendance:

Abby Cox

Office of the First Lady

Lynda Horne
Governor’s Mansion
Byron Russell



Mansion Foundation

David Erickson


Mansion Foundation

Andy Marr



DFCM

Yulonda Green


DFCM

Jeff Wrigley



DFCM

Mike Keeney



DFCM

· WELCOME AND TOUR OF THE GOVERNOR’S MANSION WELCOME CENTER
Prior to the meeting the commission toured the Glendinning Welcome Center and then later moved to the Mansion Ballroom for the remainder of the meeting. The meeting commenced at 9:37 AM.
Chair Jesselie Anderson began the meeting by greeting commission members and other attendees, expressing gratitude for their dedication. She also noted First Lady Abby Cox was in attendance.  She introduced Andy Marr, the newly appointed director of the Division of Facilities Construction and Management, and Yulonda Green, as the new administrative assistant who will provide support going forward. She also thanked Cee Cee Niederhauser for her service to the commission as she prepares for retirement.
· APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF APRIL 3, 2025 MEETING

Chair Jesselie Anderson called for a motion to approve the minutes of April 3, 2025. 
MOTION: 
Susan Crook and Ellie Sonntag moved to approve the minutes of April 3, 2025, meeting. The motion was seconded by Jesselie Anderson and passed unanimously. 
· WELCOME AND INTRODUCTION OF NEW DFCM DIRECTOR, ANDY MARR
Chair Anderson gave a brief introduction of new DFCM Director Andy Marr Andy reporting that 
Andy brings nearly 16 years of dedicated public service to this role, having risen through the ranks at DFCM since joining as an apprentice maintenance specialist in 2011. His career has been marked by progressive leadership, from managing the Capitol Hill Complex to serving as Assistant Director overseeing 208 buildings and 160 employees. He was appointed DFCM Director in July 2025.  We are looking forward to working with Andy in his new role. 
· GOVERNOR’S MANSION UPDATE
Mansion Manager Lynda Horne and First Lady Cox shared updates on recent developments at the mansion. The First Lady voiced her enthusiasm for the new Glendinning Welcome Center, highlighting the significant security improvements it will provide for the Mansion block.
Mansion Manager, Lynda Horne, reported that the First Lady selected the furnishings and décor for the Glendinning Building which creates a legacy we can all be proud of.  Our security personnel are very pleased with this new facility, the screening process for Mansion visitors, and the added security it creates for the Governor and his family as well as the mansion staff.
· MASTER PLAN IMPLEMENTATION AND PROGRESS FOR BLOCK 407
Jeff Wrigley provided an update on the Block 407 project, highlighting the progress of the mansion block project.  Talking points from his presentation included:

· Parking gate as the key elements and underground passageway from the parking area
· Chillers and Boilers also underground

· Pavillion for First Family use with a private and secure yard area

· Secure parking garage area

· Carriage House main level as a gathering place

· Carriage House upstairs will be open event space

· Security as the main focus for the First Family

· Discussion of Carriage House design and improvements

· Maintenance Building and useful space

· Landscaping above the underground parking
· SECURITY AT THE MANSION
DFCM Director Andy Marr reported that the Governor’s Mansion is DFCM’s number one priority and we are looking to make it even more special.  He was pleased with the security processes that have been recently put in place and commented on the security of the future underground space.  
There were questions concerning funding for the project and Andy responded that he has worked closely with the Legislature to secure the appropriate funding.  We received an additional $14.5 million last session that follows our original funding of $30 million.  DFCM is working with Legislative leaders and keeping them informed of the project as well as maintaining transparency for taxpayer dollars. 
Recently, Okland Construction was selected as the contractor for the Block 407 project through a value-based selection process.  They are rapping up the North Capitol Building and have a great reputation for quality. They have been informed and have processes in place should there be any remains or historical artifacts and will work with the Department of Cultural & Community Engagement (CCE) should that happen.
· GOVERNOR’S MANSION FOUNDATION UPDATE
Byron Russell, representing the Governor’s Mansion Foundation, provided an update on the foundation’s recent activities.  The Governor’s Mansion Artist Awards event brings ongoing revenues so the Foundation can purchase furnishings for the mansion.  These furnishings add beauty and show the continuity of the mansion’s history and tell the story of this historic property.  The artist series recently highlighted Jeffery Pugh, a Utah-based artist known for his digital designs.  We are grateful for this opportunity to highlight our local artists and raise money for the mansion.
The First Lady praised the participation of the mariachi band called Mis Raices —who were recognized for their artistic talents, particularly in music. She emphasized the beauty of the mission: creating a safe space where kids can thrive and celebrate their culture. Sharing this vibrant cultural heritage through music and art is both meaningful and exciting

Byron mentioned the history of fundraising for the Mansion Foundation and the challenges and transitions with the various administrations.  The Covid Pandemic also caused problems for fundraising; however, their funding is presently healthy.  He appreciated the support of the Cox Family and their efforts to make the mansion a home.

· NEW BUSINESS, QUESTIONS FROM THE BOARD, NEXT MEETING
Chair Anderson announced our next meeting will be held on Wednesday April 8, 2026. 
· PUBLIC COMMENT
No members of the public were in attendance.
· ADJOURNMENT
Before the meeting concluded, First Lady Cox expressed her appreciation for Chair Anderson's leadership and the significant time and effort she dedicates to the commission.

Chair Anderson expressed appreciation for the board and adjourned the meeting at 10:08 AM

