MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE UTAH
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE SERVICES COMMISSION
HELD THURSDAY, OCTOBER 30, 2025.

[A copy of the final agenda was posted on the bulletin board at the DABS Administrative Office,
emailed to the Salt Lake Tribune and the Deseret News, and posted on the Utah Public Notice
Website by 10:00 a.m. on Wednesday, October 29, 2025.]

Chair Stephen Handy called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m.

Commissioners Present: Stephen Handy, Jennifer Tarazon, Falyn Owens, Jacquelyn Orton,
Tara Thue, Juliette Tennert and Christopher Conabee.

Commissioner Participating Virtually: None
Staff Present. Ericka Evans, Executive Director; Todd Darrington, Deputy Director; Brian Swan,
Deputy Director, Jeremy Sommerlath, Managing Director of Operations; Doug Murakami,

Alcohol Education Director, and Craig Warr, Compliance Division Administrator

Also Present: Samuel McHenry, Assistant Attorney General.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:

Stephne Hanson led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance.

ANNOUNCEMENTS:

Mr. Handy introduced the commissioners and staff members that assist the commission. Mr.
Handy made the following announcements:

Mr. Handy made the following announcements:

a. Proposed Future Meeting Schedule: (subject to change)
- Thursday, November 20, 2025 - MASOB
- Thursday, December 18, 2025 - MASOB

b. Upcoming Holiday Closures

- Tuesday, November 11, 2025 (Veterans Day)

- Thursday, November 27, 2025 (Thanksgiving Day)
C. Public Comments:



- Those present, please complete the form located at the back of the room.

- Those participating virtually, please email your name, city, topic, and affiliation (if
applicable) to hotline@utah.gov by 5:00 p.m. on Tuesday, October 28, 2025.

- Comments will be addressed at the end of the meeting.

PARENTS EMPOWERED UPDATE:

Mr. Murakami, Alcohol Education Director, provided an update on the Parents Empowered (PE)
campaign. The full Parents Empowered Annual Report was distributed to attendees and
commissioners. This report will be formally presented to the Utah Substance Use and Mental
Health Advisory Committee, which oversees the Parents Empowered Campaign. Mr. Murakami
highlighted key successes documented within the annual report: A local community effort
focused on eliminating alcohol sales to youth. He noted that 33 Utah Department of Safety and
Utah Highway Safety Office’s participated in the law enforcement undercover underage check
with the report showing a 96% pass rate for compliance checks. He also shared the new
television spot that was launched in October.

FINANCIAL UPDATE:

Mr. Darrington, Deputy Director, presented the financial report covering period three through
September 30, 2025. Total revenue: $21.1 million, this represents a 3% increase in total
revenue compared to the same period in the previous year. Expenses for this period were $7.9
million. The department is currently on pace to return approximately $8.1 million to the general
fund. The department is tracking toward an overall financial outcome of $13.9 million.

OPERATIONS UPDATE:

Ms. Evans publicly acknowledged the retirement of executive assistant, Ms. Ashby and
expressed gratitude for her long-standing commitment and contributions to the success of the
DABS. The following official organizational changes to the agency’s reporting structure were
announced: Mr. Sommerlath has been officially moved to the role Managing Director of
Operations; Mr. Warr stepped in as the new Compliance Administrator; and Ms. Schmitt in the
role of Managing Director of Communications and External Affairs. Ms. Evans noted the details
of this month’s drawing for the rare and high-demand products, RHDP. Total entries were over
2,500 for individuals wanting to purchase a bottle of Old Forester Birthday Bourbon. Eighteen
individuals were randomly selected and able to purchase for $200. She noted that outside of
Utah, this product goes for about $1000.

Mr. Sommerlath, Managing Director of Operations, reported that he and Ms. Evans spent
several hours at the warehouse distribution center to gain a deeper understanding of the
processes related to receiving, warehousing, and shipping. He commended the warehouse
distribution staff for their exceptional dedication and hard work.



RULE UPDATES:

Mr. Swan proposed a rule revision to Rule 82-1-105. This revision pertains to label approvals to
remove the capital letter requirement on the labels for the alcohol statements, as well as a
correction of the numeral codification that follows under those subsections.

Mr. Conabee made a motion to change Rule 82-1-105 for label approvals as written in the staff
report. Ms. Owens seconded the motion to approve which passed unanimously.

VIOLATIONS:

*Referral Sources — Cache County Sheriff's Office (CSO), State Bureau of Investigation (SBI),
Unified Police Department (UPD), West Valley Police Department (WPD)

a. Consent Calendar:

[The following Consent Calendar items included uncontested letters of admonishment (written
warnings) and settlement agreements that were agreed to and accepted by the licensees. They
were considered as a block with one vote.]

@) La Selecta Meat Market Inc, West Valley City *WPD (OP)
(2) Holiday Oil Co #46, Magna and Eugene Montoya (employee) *UPD (OP)
(3) Miller Smithfield Chevron, Smithfield and Devon Ferlin (employee) *CSO (OP)
(4) Cultivate Craft Kitchen, Draper and Richard Gutierrez (employee) *SBlI  (RF)

(5) Walmart #3568, West Valley City *WPD (OP)

(6) Olive Garden #1815, South Jordan and Alyssa Cartwright *SBlI  (RF)
(employee)

(7) Liquid Joe’s, Salt Lake City *SBl  (BAR)

(8) Grill Bar, Taylorsville *SBl  (RL)

(9) Repeal, Salt Lake City *SBI  (BAR)

(10)  Maria’s Mexican Grill, South Jordan and Perla Lozano *SBlI  (RF)
(employee)

(11)  Charlies Market LLC, West Valley City *WPD (OP)

(12)  Ginza Japanese Shabu Shabu,Sandy and Junlin Tian (employee) *SBI  (RL)

(13)  Tita’s Restaurant, Taylorsville *SBl  (RF)

Mr. McHenry gave an overview of the items on the consent calendar noting they were complete
and ready for action by the commission.



Mr. Conabee moved to approve the settlement agreements for items #1 to #13 on the consent
calendar. Ms. Tarazon seconded the motion which passed unanimously.

LICENSEE RECOGNITIONS: PASSED UTAH PUBLIC SAFETY SBI COVERT (CUB)
INSPECTIONS:

Ms. Evans reported that since the September meeting, 107 licensees had passed the SBI
inspections. She congratulated those that passed and thanked them for following the alcohol
safety laws.

NOVEMBER 2025 LICENSE RENEWAL REMINDER:

a. Renewal Period November 1 to November 30, 2025
- Local Industry Representative (MR)

- Brewery Manufacturing (MB)

- Distillery Manufacturing (MD)

- Winery Manufacturing (MW)

- Public Service Permit (PS)

- Certificate of Approval - Out of State Brewers (COA)
- Beer Wholesaling (BW)

- Liquor Warehousing (LW)

Mr. Warr, Compliance Administrator, reminded those in attendance that the renewal period for
the above licenses begins November 1, 2025 and runs through November 30, 2025.

CONSENT AGENDA:

Mr. Swan gave an overview of the items on the consent agenda. He noted the items were
complete and ready for action by the commission.

a. Approval of the Minutes
(1 September 25, 2025 Commission Meeting

b. September License Renewal Campaign Results (Effective November 1, 2025)
(1 1,442 license records meet statutory requirements for renewal
(2) 53 license records will not be renewed

C. Off-Premise Beer Retailer State License

License Changes of Ownership:

(1 7-Eleven Store #21858D, Millcreek (purchase agreement August 21, 2025)

(2) Hitchin’ Post Cafe, Randlett (conditional) (purchase agreement September 11, 2025)



New Applicants:

(1 Bella’s Market, Vineyard City (conditional)

(2) Golden Gate-Crescent Junction, Grand County (conditional)
(3) Smith’s #290, Tooele (conditional)

d. Hospitality Amenity (Effective November 1, 2025)
New Applicant:
(1 Black Rock Mountain Resort, Wasatch County (conditional)

e. Add a Hotel Sub-License

New Applicants:

(1 Snowpine Lodge, Alta (Restaurant Full-Service)

(2) Montage Deer Valley, Park City (Hospitality Amenity)

f. On-Premise Banquet (Effective November 1, 2025)
New Applicant:
(1 Zion Lodge, Springdale (conditional)

g. Special Use Permit
New Applicant:
(1 DMC Water Lab, Cedar City (Industrial and Manufacturing)

h. Restaurant Limited-Service (Effective November 1, 2025)

License Change of Location:

(1) Bella Marie’s Pizzeria & Restaurant, St. George (moving from 720 E 700 S to
757 N Bluff St, St. George)

New Applicants:

) Kitchen Thai Express, St. George (conditional)

(2) Hug-Hes Cafe, Centerville

(3) Burger Fusion, Salt Lake City (conditional)

(4) Empanada Co LLC, Salt Lake City

i. Reception Center (Effective November 1, 2025)

License Change of Ownership:

(1 Log Haven Restaurant, Salt Lake County (purchase agreement July 31, 2025)
j- Restaurant Beer-Only

New Applicants:

(1 LD’s Cafe, Richmond

(2) Mad For Chicken, South Salt Lake (conditional)

k. On Premise Beer Retailer - Recreational Amenity

New Applicants:

(1 Cage Baseball LLC, West Valley City (conditional)

(2) Salt Lake Game Show Experience, Salt Lake City (conditional)



(3) Black Rock Mountain Resort, Wasatch County

l. Restaurant Full-Service (Effective November 1, 2025)

License Changes of Ownership:

(1 Salsa Leedos Mexican Grill, Draper (conditional) (purchase agreement July 27, 2025)
(2) Cafe Trio, Salt Lake City (conditional) (purchase agreement September 3, 2025)
(3) Log Haven Restaurant, Salt Lake County (purchase agreement July 31, 2025)
New Applicants:

(1) Christopher’s Prime and Sonoma Wine Bar, Salt Lake City

(2) Sol Agave Salt Lake City, Salt Lake City

(3) Applebee’s Hurricane, Hurricane (conditional)

(4) El Cappuccino, Hildale (conditional)

(5) Harvest Midway LLC, Midway (conditional)

(6) Galeano’s, Heber City (conditional)

(7) Wolfe’s Hotel Moab, Moab (conditional)

(8) Steiny’s Family Sports Grill, South Ogden (conditional)

Mr. Handy reminded the commissioners that there are several items on the agenda that had an
effective date of November 1, 2025. Ms. Orton moved to approve the items on the consent
agenda. Ms. Thue seconded the motion which passed unanimously.

Ms. Orton commented that both the Delta Sky Club and American Express Centurion Clubs are
now open in Terminal B at the Salt Lake City Airport. She noted that this is the second largest
Sky Club in the world.

LICENSE APPLICATIONS CONSIDERATION ITEMS:

a. Bar Establishment:

New Applicants:

(1 The Cave Saloon, Heber City

(2) Peppers Cantina Inc., St. George (conditional) (violation history)
(3) Black Rock Mountain Resort, Wasatch County (conditional)

Mr. Hansen, Program Manager, gave an overview of the new applications. He noted that there
are 31 full-year and two winter seasonal bar establishment licenses available.

Ms. Thue moved to grant a bar establishment license to #1 The Cave Saloon in Heber City, a
conditional bar establishment license to #2 Peppers Cantina Inc. in St. George, and a
conditional bar establishment license to #3 Black Rock Mountain Resort in Wasatch County. Ms.
Tennert seconded the motion which passed unanimously.

COMMENTS FROM COMMISSIONERS AND PUBLIC:



The commissioners concluded the meeting by extending a personal and public commendation
to Ms. Ashby, Executive Assistant, for her numerous years of service and dedication to the State
of Utah and her work with the Utah Department of Alcoholic Beverage Services. The
commissioners conveyed their collective well wishes for her retirement and noted that her
presence and contributions are already missed. Ms. Evans confirmed that Ms. Ashby was able
to hear the commissioners' acknowledgement. Mr. Swan read a prepared statement on behalf of
Ms. Ashby. Ms. Ashby publicly expressed her sincere gratitude to Ms. Evans, Ms. Schmitt, Mr.
Darrington, along with the commissioners for their unwavering support throughout her transition
into this next challenging chapter in her life.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 10:46 a.m.
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KID'S CHOICE
Ask what your kid
wants to do with you.
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CONVERSATION

GET TO KNOW
THEIR FRIENDS

FAMILY

DESSERT NIGHT CHECK-N MOVIE NIGHT
WITH THEM

Have regular
conversations.
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