
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE 
BOARD OF EMERY COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
HELD IN THE GREEN RIVER CITY OFFICE
GREEN RIVER, UTAH

OCTOBER 21, 2025


Present at the meeting was Commission Chairman Keven Jensen, Commissioner Jordan Leonard, Commissioner Dennis Worwood, Attorney Mike Olsen, Sheriff Tyson Huntington, Elected officials and citizens. 

CONSENT AGENDA

(1)
APPROVAL OF CHECK EDIT LIST, REQUISITIONS, AND DISPOSITIONS.

The Warrant check Edit List #269530 through and including #269639 was presented for payment.

There were no requisitions.

Dispositions were presented for the following:
580-4804 port switch, 211-1448 Panasonic laptop, 210-8701 Dell Optiplex Computer, 122-8732, 122-8732 Dell Optiplex Computer, 136-9747 Dell Poweredge Server, 580-5176 Lenova Chromebook, 580-9339 Dell Optiplex Computer.

(2)
APPROVAL OF SEPTEMBER 22, 2025 SPECIAL COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES.

(3)
APPROVAL OF OCTOBER 7, 2025 COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES.

(4)
APPROVAL TO APPOINT CORY CLOWARD TO THE EMERY WATER CONSERVANCY BOARD TO SERVE A PARTIAL TERM BEGINNING OCTOBER 2025 AND ENDING APRIL 4, 2025.

(5)
NOTIFICATION SELECTED CHEY JOHNSON TO BE THE FERRON LIBRARY CUSTODIAN WORKING 7.5 HOURS PER WEEK IN ADDITION TO THE 6 HOURS PER WEEK SHE ALREADY WORKS AT THE EMERY LIBRARY AS THEIR CUSTODIAN.  NO WAGE CHANGE.




DISCUSSION AGENDA

(1)
ITEMS PULLED FROM THE CONSENT AGENDA.

Commissioner Dennis Worwood made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Jordan Leonard.  The motion passed.

(2)
SAFETY MINUTE PRESENTATION- MERRILL DUNCAN, ROAD DISTRICT GRADER OPERATOR.

Merrill provided safety tips for hauling trailers.  Know your vehicle’s capabilities. Don’t pull more than your vehicle is capable of pulling.  Make sure your hook up is correct and secure.  Know your balance. Slow down when pulling a trailer.

(3)
AWARDING OF SAFETY VISA GIFT CARDS-273 DAYS WITHOUT LOSS TIME WORKER’S COMP INCIDENT.

Full time employee:  Becky Jewkes      Part time employee:  Jan Olsen
Safety Sensitive employees:  Blaine Allen and Gary Price. 

(4)
PRESENTATION BY TYLER JEFFS REGARDING ENFORCEMENT OF HOMELESS ENCAMPMENTS AND SIMILAR CONCERNS SURROUNDING THE ISSUE.

Tyler expressed his concern regarding camp trailers and other dwellings being parked just anywhere.  The concern is that the ordinance is not being enforced.  He indicated that he has brought this concern before the Commission in the past where he was assured the issue would be addressed, but nothing has changed.  There are still encampments throughout the county.  These encampments do not have sewer and water facilities.  These people are not being made to follow the ordinance.  He urged the County Commissioners to adhere to the county’s ordinance or do away with it.

(5)
DISCUSS/APPROVE/DENY APPOINTMENT OF MARY HUNTINGTON AS THE EMERY COUNTY REPRESENTATIVE AT THE ANNUAL UCIP CONFERENCE AND MIKE OLSEN AS THE ALTERNATE REPRESENTATIVE.
 
Commissioner Dennis Worwood made a motion to approve Resolution 10-21-25, a resolution appointing Mary Huntington as the Emery County Representative at the annual UCIP Conference and Mike Olsen as the Alternate Representative.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Jordan Leonard.   The motion passed.
AYE:  Dennis Worwood
          Jordan Leonard
          Keven Jensen
NAY:  none

(6)
DISCUSS/APPROVE/DENY 2026 TENTATIVE BUDGET FOR EMERY COUNTY.

Commissioner Jordan Leonard made a motion to approve the 2026 Tentative Budget for Emery County.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Dennis Worwood.  The motion passed.
AYE:  Jordan Leonard
          Dennis Worwood
          Keven Jensen
NAY:  none

(7)
DISCUSS/APPROVE/DENY 2026 TENTATIVE BUDGET FOR CASTLE VALLEY SPECIAL SERVICE DISTRICT.

Jacob Sharp presented the 2026 Tentative Budget for CVSSD.  They have three budgets, General Fund, Capital Projects, and Debt Service.  Jacob indicated that CVSSD will be holding a Public Hearing next week to receive public input regarding an increase in culinary water user fees, connection fees, secondary water and sewer fees.  Mineral lease revenue has been minimal if any at all.  CVSSD provides services to eight towns on the western side of Emery County. Commissioner Jordan Leonard made a motion to approve the 2026 Tentative Budget for CVSSD.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Dennis Worwood.  The motion passed.
AYE:  Jordan Leonard
          Dennis Worwood
          Keven Jensen
NAY:  none


(8)
DISCUSS/APPROVE/DENY SELLING ADVERTISING SPACE FOR BANNERS HANGING IN THE EMERY COUNTY AQUATIC CENTER.

At one time the Emery High Swim Team sold advertising space for banners hanging in the AQ Center.  They are no longer doing that, so the AQ would like to sell advertising space for banners to raise funds for the AQ Center.   Commissioner Dennis Worwood made a motion to approve selling advertising space for banners hanging in the Emery County Aquatic Center.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Jordan Leonard.  The motion passed.
AYE:  Dennis Worwood
          Jordan Leonard
          Keven Jensen
NAY:   none

(9)
DISCUSS/APPROVE/DENY ORDINANCE REPEALING ORDINANCE NO. 1-13-2020 AND PROVIDING FOR A NEW ORDINANCE SEPARATING THE CURRENTLY CONSOLIDATED OFFICES OF EMERY COUNTY TREASURER AND EMERY COUNTY RECORDER.

Recorder/Treasurer Josie Stilson explained that she has been in the job for five years now and it is getting progressively harder.  They are recording over 3,000 documents. The work load is not manageable with the responsibilities of both offices.  Each year adds on extra work load with the CRA solar projects.   She requested separating the offices to assure that the recording is done correctly.  Attorney Mike Olsen indicated that separating the offices according to State Statute requires an election process.  Timing the separation would require the elected office to go through the election process.  A new ordinance was drafted by Attorney Mike Olsen to the effect that the Emery County Commission wishes to repeal Ordinance No. 1-13-2020 that combined the office of Treasurer and Recorder.  They find it in the best interest of Emery County to separate the offices of Treasurer and Recorder into two distinct elected positions and offices. The duties of the Emery County Treasurer and Emery County Recorder shall be separated and performed as outlined in Title 17, Chapters 21 and 24.  That the election for two distinct elected positions of Emery County Treasurer and Emery County Recorder shall be held at the next general election following the passage of this ordinance.  The ordinance shall take effect on the first Monday of January, 2027, or as soon thereafter as the duly elected Emery County officials are formally sworn in.   Commissioner Jordan Leonard made a motion to approve Ordinance  10-21-2025 an Ordinance Repealing Ordinance  1-13-2020 and providing for a new ordinance separating the currently consolidated offices of Emery County Treasurer and Emery County Recorder.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Dennis Worwood.  The motion passed.
AYE:  Jordan Leonard
          Dennis Worwood
          Keven Jensen
NAY:  none

(10)
DISCUSS/APPROVE/DENY COMMISSION ADJUSTMENT ON PARCEL 01-0151-0038

Assessor Kris Bell explained that Parcel #01-0151-0038 has a tax amount of $3,994.62.  This tax needs to be removed and the correct amount of $3,360.81 needs to be attached.  Commissioner Dennis Worwood made a motion to approve a Commission Adjustment on Parcel #01-0151-0038 as presented.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Jordan Leonard.  The motion passed.
AYE:  Dennis Worwood
          Jordan Leonard
          Keven Jensen
NAY:  none

(11)
DISCUSS/APPROVE/DENY THE PERSONAL PROPERTY EXEMPTION LIST FOR 2025.

Assessor Kris Bell requested approval of the Personal Property Exemption List for 2025.  These are small businesses whose Personal Property is under $29,300.00 for the year 2025.   Commissioner Dennis Worwood made a motion to approve the Personal Property Exemption List for 2025.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Jordan Leonard.  The motion passed.
AYE:  Dennis Worwood
          Jordan Leonard
          Keven Jensen
NAY:  none


(12)
 DISCUSS/APPROVE/DENY COMMISSION ADJUSTMENT ON PARCEL 01-0187-0016

Utah Housing Corp. is by statute Tax Exempt. They recently acquired this property due to default.  They have requested tax exempt status for this parcel. Once the property has been sold it would be removed from exempt status.  Commissioner Dennis Worwood made a motion to approve a Commission Adjustment making them tax exempt on Parcel 01-0187-0016.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Jordan Leonard.  The motion passed.    
AYE:  Dennis Worwood
          Jordan Leonard
          Keven Jensen
NAY:  none

(13)
DISCUSS/APPROVE/DENY ADVERTISING A REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS/BIDS FOR THE LANDFILL OFFICE REMODEL PROJECT.

The Emery County Commissioners desire to solicit competitive proposals from qualified individuals interested in performing needed remodeling on the landfill trailer at the Emery County Landfill.  Proposals would need to be directed to the Clerk/Auditor’s office no later than November 14, 2025. Commissioner Dennis Worwood made a motion to approve advertising for RFP/Bids for the Landfill Office Remodel Project.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Jordan Leonard.  The motion passed.
AYE:  Dennis Worwood
         Jordan Leonard
         Keven Jensen
NAY:  none



(14)
DISCUSS/APPROVE/DENY ADVERTISING A REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS/BIDS FOR A FENCE AROUND BURN PILE.

The Landfill is experiencing problems with cows eating debris from the burn pile.  The Landfill would like to fence the pile in to eliminate the problem.  They requested to advertise for a RFP/Bids for a qualified individual or company to put up a fence around the burn pile.  Commissioner Jordan Leonard made a motion to approve advertising for a RFP/Bids for a fence around the burn pile at the Landfill.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Dennis Worwood.  The motion passed.
AYE:  Jordan Leonard
          Dennis Worwood
          Keven Jensen
NAY:  none

(15)
DISCUSS/APPROVE/DENY CONTRACT BETWEEN EMERY COUNTY TRAVEL BUREAU AND PLACER AI. 

AnnDee Mead explained that Placer.ai will provide research data reports that will assist the Travel Bureau in Marketing and Grant writing decisions as well as understanding the data and how it may be used to our benefit.  Commissioner Jordan Leonard made a motion to approve a Contract between Emery County Travel Bureau and Placer.ai.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Dennis Worwood.  The motion passed.
AYE:  Jordan Leonard
          Dennis Worwood
          Keven Jensen
NAY:  none

(16)
DISCUSS/APPROVE/DENY ANNUAL WELLNESS CLINIC TO BE PROVIDED BY GAGON FAMILY MEDICINE NOVEMBER 12TH AND 13TH.

Personnel Director Mary Huntington requested approval of the Annual Wellness Clinic to be provided by Gagon Family Medicine on November 12th and 13th.  The cost is $1,800.  There will be several medical professionals on site to provide basic wellness checks as well as blood draw.  This year she requested to extend the clinic to include variable ¾ time employees.  The cost for these 13 women and 1 man will be $682.00.  She added that in the past this clinic has been able to catch several health issues that could have been catastrophic for the employee and their families.  So, in her opinion, adding the variable time employees is a good thing.   Commissioner Jordan Leonard made a motion to approve the Annual Wellness Clinic including the variable ¾ time employees.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Dennis Worwood.  The motion passed.
AYE:  Jordan Leonard
       Dennis Worwood
       Keven Jensen
NAY:  none

(17)
DISCUSS/APPROVE/DENY GIVING FULL TIME EMPLOYEES WHO PARTICIPATE IN THE WHOLE WELLNESS CLINIC 4 HOURS OF ACCRUED SICK LEAVE.

Mary Huntington requested giving full time employees who participate in the whole Wellness Clinic 4 hours of accrued sick time. Commissioner Dennis Worwood made a motion to approve giving full time employees who participate in the whole Wellness Clinic 4 hours of accrued sick time.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Jordan Leonard.  The motion passed.
AYE:  Dennis Worwood
          Jordan Leonard 
          Keven Jensen
NAY:  none

(18)
DISCUSS/APPROVE/DENY PAYING THE COST FOR PART TIME EMPLOYEES TO GET A FLU SHOT IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE ANNUAL WELLNESS CLINIC. 

Commissioner Dennis Worwood made a motion to pay the cost for part time employees to get a flu shot in conjunction with the Annual Wellness Clinic.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Jordan Leonard.  The motion passed.
AYE:  Dennis Worwood
          Jordan Leonard
          Keven Jensen
NAY:  none

(19)
ELECTED OFFICIALS REPORTS

Sheriff Huntington reported that it's good to visit Green River.  Green River is the only town in Emery County that has law enforcement present 24/7.

Attorney Mike Olsen echoed Sheriff Huntington’s comments

Commissioner Leonard talked about coming events in the County.

Commissioner Worwood talked about the open house for the new Huntington Senior Center.



(20
ADJOURN
 
Motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Commissioner Dennis Worwood, seconded by Commissioner Jordan Leonard, and the motion  passed.
AYE:  Dennis Worwood
          Jordan Leonard
          Keven Jensen
NAY:  none



ATTEST:________________________ COMMISSIONER:___________________________

