


Milford City Council Meeting
Tuesday, October 28, 2025 4:00 PM
Milford City Hall, 26 South 100 West
Milford, Utah 84751


Members Present: Mayor Nolan Davis, Council Members Russell Smith, Les Whitney, Scott Symond, and Terry Wiseman.
Absent: Ian Spaulding
Staff: City Administrator Makayla Bealer, City Recorder Monica Seifers, Attorney Leo Kanell, Foreman Benjamin Stewart.
Visitors (Official Roster):  Elliot Spiering, Buddy Christensen, Valorie Rollins, Pete Brown

Call to Order
Mayor Davis called the meeting to order at 4:00 p.m. followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Visitors
a. Western Rock – Property lease at Milford Airport for temporary batch plant
Buddy Christensen, St George ready mix manager for Western Rock, along with Elliot Spiering, was seeking a location to employ a temporary batch plant to provide concrete on a large volume project for FERVO over next 2 years. He has previously met with Mayor Davis and Administrator Bealer. Mayor Davis reported they met on site north of the hangar and have determined there is power out there. There are a few concerns from pilots as well as the city regarding dust that may go into the hangars, weather station, or onto the apron. Buddy explained the plant is clean and has a dust collector. The most recent job was at Black Desert Golf Course in Ivins and there were no problems there. Most dust would be from equipment entering the yard but it looks compacted. They can bring in material and a water truck to keep it under control if needed. Mayor Davis felt those were the issues they had. Buddy reported that Rocky Mountain Power was coming to look at it and see what it took to get three phase and 600 amp to get them going. 
 
Discussed locations and power and water availability and there are some logistics with best placement and utility access being within sections that would not be favorable due to FAA regulations. Buddy expressed that water could be trucked but it is most favorable for them to tie directly into water so they could batch. He would need to take that to Western Rock for consideration. 

Makayla asked if the city council was interested in entertaining an agreement with Western Rock and further research with the airport engineer? The next question is the city would have to do an airspace environmental study, and they take 90-days to complete and the government is currently shut down so it would be delayed until it reopens. Members of the council agreed it was something that was needed.  
Buddy explained that Wester Rock would like to utilize local operators if they can, if needed they can shuttle operators out of southern Utah. He will talk to his boss about trucking water where it is an additional cost. He would review the sites at the airport while in town.  

Matt Sterzer entered meeting at 4:19 PM

· MOTION: Council Member Les Whitney moved to authorize an agreement with Western Rock with a  $2000 monthly lease fee. The motion was seconded by Council Member Terry Wiseman. The motion carried with the following votes:
Yes:  Scott Symond, Terry Wiseman, Les Whitney, Russell Smith
No: None 
Absent: Ian Spaulding

Elliot Spiering and Buddy Christensen left the meeting at 4:22 PM 

b. Pete Brown/Valorie Rollins, Heritage Plaza – Discuss Main Street parking 
Mr. Brown and Ms. Rollins were in attendance to discuss parking on main street. They have been working on cleaning up the buildings and noticed congestive parking on main street and the dangers it presents. They have purchased the corner lot where the drug store was once located. Pete stated that having minimal parking on main street is a deterrent. They want to discuss the possibilities and opportunities of a joint venture with the city regarding parking space on main street with the post office, salon, dog salon, and the various businesses Heritage Plaza will offer. Pete has met with Matt Sterzer to identify grant opportunities. It was indicated that there might be some low-interest long-term loans that would facilitate some sort of project that might increase parking from 20 to maybe 65-75 parking spots. It would have to be engineered. They are not asking the city to build it, they will fund that. It would require sprinkler systems, lighting, it would possibly be a multi-tiered structure. If engineered properly, it could  not only be a benefit but could add to the character of Milford. Mayor Davis is curious if that lot is large enough to accommodate a parking garage. He has looked at one in Cedar City that is quite a bit larger and it is still tight for parking. He feels there is a lot of engineering that needs to go into it before committing to see if it is going to be feasible. There are a lot of logistics that go into this. He cited that the city is aware of the issues with the narrowness of main street which hinders parking. UDOT will not come in and redo anything, they won’t widen the highway. The traffic issues and parking have been discussed in various local meetings and there are no viable answers right now. There is not a lot UDOT can come in and do. There are a lot of hoops that have to be jumped through. Council Member Whitney asked what challenges or obstacles were involved if they were to butt up against the existing building to the north? Mayor Davis cited that a structural engineer would have to determine that. Council Member Symond was in support of increasing parking downtown stating it was something the council needed to look into it. Mayor Davis replied that nobody was disputing that and it has been discussed and looked into previously; we can’t go to the east side because it falls into railroad property and they don’t even want to talk. 

Mr. Brown cited that they did not come with any answers to the parking issues but wanted to see if there was any interest or possibility of utilizing that property for more than just their use. They could take the second level and leave the lower level for elderly and handicapped use. Mayor Davis reiterated that it would take a structural engineer to design it. What would those costs be? That is where we are. Pete asked Matt Sterzer if he had any idea what those costs would be. Matt responded that he did not know for a two-level parking structure but he could look into the costs of a structural engineer. Pete indicated that originally they were proposing 30 parking spaces including two large handicap accessible as well as some landscaping. There is not a lot of room but with proper engineering he feels they can take off some of the pressure off of main street. Council Member Whitney revisited that we won’t have an approach off main street, will have to use the alley and 500 South. Mayor  Davis would like to do some research and determine costs for the engineering. 

Mayor Davis explained that the city does not want the developer to enter into a project and spend a lot of money to find out that it won’t work. He would prefer they make sure it is feasible. 

Consent Issues
a.  Consent issues including bills and payroll, Financial Report September 2025, and minutes of the September 16, 2025 Public Hearing and Regular Council Meeting. 

· MOTION: Council Member Russell Smith moved to approve the consent issues as presented. The motion was seconded by Council Member Scott Symond. The motion carried with the following votes:
Yes:  Scott Symond, Terry Wiseman, Les Whitney, Russell Smith
No: None 
Absent: Ian Spaulding
· 
New Business
a. Approval of library background check policy 
Administrator Bealer explained that this is a state requirement that all libraries have a policy. The policy was included in the council packet and has been reviewed by the Library Board and recommended it for council approval.
· MOTION: Council Member Scott Symond moved to adopt the background check policy for the library. The motion was seconded by Council Member Terry Wiseman. The motion carried with the following votes:
Yes:  Scott Symond, Terry Wiseman, Les Whitney, Russell Smith
No: None 
Absent: Ian Spaulding

b. Consideration of Lease Agreement for airport property 
Action taken under visitors. 
c. Acceptance of bids for surplus property: 1989 Dodge 
Administrator Bealer reported that the 1989 Dodge was advertised and bids were received from Cox Brothers for $126; and from Terry Wiseman for $510. Terry paid for the vehicle and the title has been reassigned. 
· MOTION: Council Member Russell Smith moved to approve the surplus and sale of the 1989 Dodge to Terry Wiseman for $510.00. The motion was seconded by Council Member Scott Symond. The motion carried with the following votes:
Yes:  Scott Symond, Terry Wiseman, Les Whitney, Russell Smith
No: None 
Absent: Ian Spaulding

d. Approval of deeds for library property 
Deeds were prepared for the three property owners. Tom Jones’ property includes two parcels. The deeding of these properties will line up the property lines with the property owned by Dave Stewart (ADDRESS) at the retaining wall where the walking path is located. 
· MOTION: Council Member Les Whitney moved to approve the mayor and city recorder to sign the deeds for the library property, and authorize the city to pay the $40 filing fees for recording each deed. The motion was seconded by Council Member Scott Symond. The motion carried with the following votes:
Yes:  Scott Symond, Terry Wiseman, Les Whitney, Russell Smith
No: None 
Absent: Ian Spaulding 

e. Appointment of Loni Wright to Milford Elementary Booster Club 
· MOTION: Council Member Les Whitney moved to approve the appointment of Loni Wright to the MES Booster Club. The motion was seconded by Council Member Terry Wiseman. The motion carried with the following votes:
Yes:  Scott Symond, Terry Wiseman, Les Whitney, Russell Smith
No: None 
Absent: Ian Spaulding

f. Hiring of Employees: Jordan Carter – crewmember; Mark Russell – street sweeper operator

· MOTION: Council Member Les Whitney moved to approve Jordan Carter as a crew member and Mark Russell as a street sweeper operator. The motion was seconded by Council Member Scott Symond. The motion carried with the following votes:
Yes:  Scott Symond, Terry Wiseman, Les Whitney, Russell Smith
No: None 
Absent: Ian Spaulding

g. Declaration of surplus property – old bay doors and miscellaneous metal 
Mayor Davis reported that the city was approached by an individual who would like to take all metal from the city. The crew was busy with water leaks so he went and met with the individual who is willing to pay $1.10 per pound for copper and $1.00 per pound for all other metal.  The council and foreman discussed options for weighing with Terry mentioning that he had access to certified scales that could be used.  Attorney Kanell cited that the council would first have to declare it surplus and accept bids. If the council just wants to get rid of it, no minimum bid would be required.  

· MOTION: Council Member Scott Symond moved to declare the old bay doors and all metal at the yard as identified by Foreman Stewart as surplus at a minimum bid of $1 per pound. Following further discussion regarding the pricing, minimum bid, and identification and location of metal to be included in the surplus, Council Member Symond withdrew his original motion and moved to table the issue until Foreman Stewart had the metal inventoried and located for the surplus. The motion to table was seconded by Council Members Russell Smith and Les Whitney. The motion carried with the following votes:
Yes:  Scott Symond, Terry Wiseman, Les Whitney, Russell Smith
No: None 
Absent: Ian Spaulding

h. Discuss easement for Heritage Plaza 
Administrator Bealer reported that the city had been contacted by Pete Brown regarding electrical service for the Heritage Plaza project. He has been working with Ricky Mountain Power to establish the necessary service. Pete explained that RMP wants a 5” foot easement in the alley. The power lines will run parallel and next to the building, while the meters will be placed on the rear side of building in the alley. RMP
RMP will need access to read the meters. Pete is working on getting an engineer to provide the documents, the  council needs to be aware so when documents are ready the city can move it through quickly. 
· MOTION: Council Member Les Whitney moved to approve the mayor and recorder to sign the documents once available and has been agreed upon by both parties and reviewed by the city attorney. The motion was seconded by Council Member Terry Wiseman. The motion carried with the following votes:
Yes:  Scott Symond, Terry Wiseman, Les Whitney, Russell Smith
No: None 
Absent: Ian Spaulding

 Mr. Brown and Ms. Rollins left the meeting at 4:59 PM 
i. Discuss the purchase of two 5 row bleachers for recreation complex using Impact Fee Revenue 
Administrator Bealer presented the proposal for expending impact fees from the recreation fund to purchase bleachers to satisfy the expense before the deadline. There is currently $22,787 available. A quote has been obtained from BSN for $19,998 for two bleachers.
· MOTION: Council Member Scott Symond moved to approve the purchase of the bleachers using the impact fee funds. The motion was seconded by Council Member Terry Wiseman. The motion carried with the following votes:
Yes:  Scott Symond, Terry Wiseman, Les Whitney, Russell Smith
No: None 
Absent: Ian Spaulding 

j. Discuss Beaver County Education Center in Milford 
For the past three years, Mayor Davis has reported in Council that Beaver County Economic Development has been working toward establishing an Education Center in Milford and he had met with SUU. The goal of this center is to provide essential training and educational opportunities for nursing, EMT, mining, and geothermal programs, as well as other fields that help Milford High School students transition into the local workforce as well as adults in our area. This project also aims to keep our youth in Milford and Beaver County by creating local training and job pathways, while also offering continuing education opportunities for adults. Southern Utah University (SUU) and Southwest Tech have partnered to operate the center and provide college courses. Beaver County is submitting a grant through the governors office to see if funding to construct the building is available. Mayor Davis and Administrator Bealer attended a meeting last week, and they are requesting a letter of support. A few of the things they are looking for is donation of land in the upper parking lot. The reasons they like this location includes: the students at MHS can leave the high school campus and attend a college environment and the adults that are enrolling can attend a campus that is not tied to a high school environment. Is the city council in support of donating the land at 175 West Center and waiving the impact fees associated if it is funded through the governor’s office? Mayor Davis felt it was a great thing and he has met with them several times over the years. He appreciates the work that Matt Sterzer and Administrator Bealer have done over the past couple of weeks to get the application prepared for submission.  
Attorney Kanell asked who would own the land. Administrator Bealer replied that the city would retain ownership of the property, there would be an operating agreement with Beaver County or SUU, that will have to be figured out. The city would maintain the grounds. Attorney Kanell asked about the value of the project. Matt Sterzer reported he has received a range of bids between $450k - $550K for the building, explaining that the building would be a modular center with wheels, but it will be placed permanently. The grant should cover most if not all the project. Makayla explained that they have been working with Beaver County Assessor, Trent Brown – who assessed the property at $75K. Milford City would be donating the land for the building but would retain ownership of the land. We would have an agreement like the one for the senior citizen center. 

· MOTION: Council Member Les Whitney moved to approve the donation of land and waiving of impact fees for the center. The motion was seconded by Council Member Terry Wiseman. The motion carried with the following votes:
Yes:  Scott Symond, Terry Wiseman, Les Whitney, Russell Smith
No: None 
Absent: Ian Spaulding 

Ordinances and Resolutions
a. Resolution 14-2025 “Rounding Policy for Cash Payments” 
Administrator Bealer explained that the treasury has determined it is not feasible to make pennies and they will eventually be phased out. Cash payments will be rounded to the nearest nickel. Only cash payments will be affected. The policy will go into effect November 1st. 

· MOTION: Council Member Scott Symond moved to adopt Resolution 14-2025 “Rounding Policy for Cash Payments”. The motion was seconded by Council Member Russell Smith. The motion carried with the following votes:
		Yes:  Scott Symond, Terry Wiseman, Les Whitney, Russell Smith
		No: None 
		Absent: Ian Spaulding 

Staff and Council Reports 

Attorney Kanell
· Update on the condemned property for the water project. The owners have not worked with the city on deeding the property to the city. The court has contacted Attorney Kanell, they have been holding funds in an account and would like to release it to the owners, so he has prepared paperwork and scheduled a hearing for November 24th. He has sent a notice to the owners. If the owners contact the city, just explain that we are trying to get the title worked out and their money released. If they don’t respond, Attorney Kanell is hopeful that the judge will order the deeds be recorded and funds released.  

Administrator Bealer 
· Spoke with Sunrise Engineering for an update on the wastewater project. The plans are expected to be submitted to DEQ within a few weeks. Once DEQ gives approval the wastewater project committee will sit down and discuss the contracts, review the plans, and establish a project deadline. Tentatively looking at January 2026 with construction starting early Spring.  
· Waiting for survey results from South Central Communications on the north-south alley on the block of 100 North to 200 North and 600 West to 700 West.
· Utah State Tax Commission Letter was included in t the packets regarding the administrative fee increases, members of the council are urged to look at it. 
· Discussed IOOF in September. We will need to discuss in November so she will place it on the agenda. 
· Received $1500 for the American250. Council needs to brainstorm ideas. 
· SR 21 crosswalk – UDOT waiting for lighting material to arrive and then will have Cache Valley Electric install.
· Applied for $298K through the Rural Community Grant Program for phase 2 of the Industrial Park Project. Funds are limited this year so we applied for a lesser amount but we feel that amount would allow us to continue our road work in the Industrial Park. Matt Sterzer added that Beaver County would be submitting $100K to this project through a grant as well. 

Zoning Administrator Thompson
· Reported that the alleyway has been staked, we are waiting for the survey report from SCC. Lisa has had several conversations with Todd Breinholt and he is supposed to be emailing her their plan. She will let the council and property owners know. She has drafted an ordinance for vacating an alley. It will specify that no alleyway will be considered for vacation if utilities exist or if the alleyway provides current or potential access for the maintenance, repair, or installation of public utilities. This ordinance will go to Planning Commission next month for review.
· Hotel Milford issue – Bryon McCarty reached out to Enbridge for a gas meter at his property located at 502 South Main. Enbridge then contacted Kyle Blackner at the building department as part of their standard procedure  to get approval to install. The building department was not aware the building was occupied. Inspector Blackner met with Mr. McCarty and learned that the hotel has been occupied occasionally for many, many years, even though the county assessor’s office still classifies the property as vacant. To change the classification, a certificate of occupancy would have to be issued. Mr. Blackner has explained to Mr. McCarty that in order to issue the certificate of occupancy and officially change the use from commercial to residential, he is required to apply for a building permit. This is the same process that the McDermott’s had to go through when they converted the old elementary school to a residence. Under the International Building Code, any change in use or occupancy requires a building permit to ensure safety standards are met, including: fire protection, emergency egress, smoke alarms, and heating systems. The permit and inspection process allows the building department to verify that the areas being used as living space meet the necessary safety requirements for residential use. Mr. McCarty has contacted Lisa several times and he is confused about the process. She has been communicating with Kyle and Mr. McCarty and has emailed the information to Mr. McCarty, she has also called him to explain the information in the email over the phone. The notes that the building inspectors have put on the portal state that Mr. McCarty needs to specify how all habitable areas are being heated, smoke and CO alarms are to be brought up to current code, wall outlet spacing has to be met, working kitchen and working bathroom is required, and each sleeping room must have emergency escape and rescue openings complying with window sizing, specifying on plans all sleeping rooms with dimensions, and specify which rooms will be used for storage, if any. As of today, there has been no progress made on the permit. She explained the online process of the building permitting by the county building department and the city. She wants the members of the council to be aware of the situation; Mr. McCarty seems to be confused and does not understand why he is required to do that after all this time. Mayor Davis thanked Administrator Thompson for the update. He cited that when the hotel had a fire, he and Fire Chief Whitney and the Fire Marshall from Richfield investigated it, the Fire Marshall took Mr. McCarty to the side and visited with him and advised him that there was a process that he needed to go through to continue to use that property as a residence, as he called it. He has been told, not only by the city, but the building inspector, that there are steps that need to be taken to avoid a disaster down there, we don’t want that. 

Recorder Seifers 
· Municipal Election November 4, 2025. Ballots were mailed out and must be received in the ballot boxes or county clerk’s office by 8 pm on Tuesday. Anyone wanting to vote in person can do so by visiting the clerk’s office in Beaver with photo ID on October 28, 29, or 30 and November 3, 2025. Tracy reported the county was at 18% returns earlier today but they had not been separated by city. 

Scott Symond 
· Proposed holding executive session for council regarding personnel when all members of the council can be in attendance. The next scheduled meeting will be fine. 

Meeting Adjournment ~ as there was no further business the meeting adjourned at 5:30 PM.
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MONICA D. SEIFERS, City Recorder 
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