
Tooele City Council and
Tooele City Redevelopment Agency of Tooele City, Utah
Work Session Meeting Minutes

Date:  
Wednesday, November 19, 2014
Time:  
5:00 p.m.

Place:  
Tooele City Hall, Large Conference Room

90 North Main St., Tooele, UT

City Council Members Present:

Brad Pratt, Chair

Dave McCall
Scott Wardle

Debbie Winn

Steve Pruden, Excused
City Employees Present:

Mayor Patrick Dunlavy

Roger Baker, City Attorney

Glenn Caldwell, Finance Director

Jim Bolser, Community Development and Public Works Director
Michelle Pitt, City Recorder
Paul Hansen, City Engineer

Rachelle Custer, City Planner

Brian Roth, Parks and Recreation Director

Randy Sant, Director of Economic Development 
Minutes prepared by Michelle Pitt

1.  Open Meeting
Chairman Pratt called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m.
2. Roll Call
Brad Pratt, Present

Dave McCall, Present
Debbie Winn, Present 
Scott Wardle, Present 
Steve Pruden, Excused
3. Discussion:

Resolution 2014-50 A Resolution of the Tooele City Council Implementing Park Pavilion Reservation Fees
Presented by Brian Roth
Mr. Roth explained that the parks department is implementing a fee to help take care of some of the problems they currently have when people reserve parks.  Sometimes people make multiple reservations for several parks on the same day, which ties up a lot of parks.  The proposed fees are divided up into half days and full days, and by the size of the pavilions/parks.  These fees are not intended to be a revenue generator, just to help control the use and reservation of the park.  The only park pavilion that the City currently charges for is the covered gated pavilion at the City Park.   The Mayor stated that it is becoming more difficult for the City to provide park reservations to everyone.  Implementing this fee makes people more committed to actually use the park that they reserve.  Implementing this fee now is timely because the parks department starts scheduling parks and buildings after the first of the year.  

Chairman Pratt stated that he thought this was a good idea.  He said that he has people ask him about reserving the park near his house.  It will be nice to have a procedure in place to help with scheduling.  Mr. Roth stated that he is also looking at fees associated with reserving the Dow James building as well.  

· Resolution 2014-51 A Resolution of the Tooele City Council Encouraging the State of Utah to Address Comprehensive Transportation Funding
Presented by Roger Baker
Mr. Baker stated that this issue was discussed in the last work session meeting.  The Utah League of Cities and Towns, in conjunction with the Salt Lake Chamber of Commerce, has developed a coalition to launch a public relations campaign to bring to the attention of the legislature how inadequate funding is in Road B and C funding.  The proposed tax would give cities additional funding to use for roads.  The League has hired a public relations firm that has developed a website, flyers and information.  At the last work session meeting, the Council asked if counties have been approached and if they are participating.  Mr. Baker stated that every city and county has been approached and many are participating.  The League is not only asking the City to support their coalition by passing this resolution, they are asking for a $1,000 donation.  Mr. Baker explained that whether the Council agreed to fund the fee was separate from supporting the resolution.  Mr. Baker went on to say that there are mainly three reasons to support this issue:  the direct impact on commuters (congestion), economic development and air quality.  
Mr. Baker stated that the public relations firm is developing a flyer which can be included with the water bill mailing to inform citizens of the tax.  More information can be found at www.utahtransportation.org.  
Mr. Sant obtained a draft of the potential impact on Tooele that this increase in revenue would have.  Mr. Baker stressed that the numbers shown on the draft are preliminary.  The draft showed the amount spent on transportation in 2011 and the projected revenue the tax increase would bring.  

Mr. Sant stated that this issue will be a major discussion during legislation.  The gasoline tax has not been raised in 27 years, so it will cause a lot of discussion.  The purpose of this resolution, and coalition, is to encourage legislature to look at ways to help municipalities to receive funding for transportation.  The Mayor stated that passing the resolution is not obligating the City to pay anything, rather it shows support.  Although the Mayor feels like it got pushed through quickly, with little input from the City, he feels that the City should support it.  

· Public Improvements Bonding and Plat Recordation
Presented by Roger Baker

Mr. Baker stated that state law regarding public improvement bonding has changed recently.  Most cities use public improvement bonding to make sure public improvements are completed, such as sidewalks, sewer lines, water lines, etc.  State law states that cities cannot require developers to bond unless the City accepts the recording of the plat.  Our code still requires a developer to bond for public improvements.  We need to amend the City code to reflect what is stated in the state code.  Mr. Baker drafted an Ordinance that mirrors the state code, with one exception:  the City will require a bond for the portion where the public improvements leave the subdivision and enter existing public rights-of-way.  It is Mr. Baker’s legal opinion that state law does not cover that area and it is in the City's right to require a bond for this portion.  
Mr. Baker explained that he drafted the Ordinance around the league's suggestions.  If the City has to complete the improvements, it will cost the City more because the City has to follow bidding requirements.  For that reason, the Ordinance requires a bond for the portion in the City rights-of-way to include the estimated amount to finish the improvements, plus 20%.  A developer can get approval of the subdivision prior to completion of the public improvements when the subdivider submits a bond.  If the developer gets the subdivision approved, then makes changes, the developer will have to get it approved again.  The City will record a plat either when improvements are completed or when a bond agreement is in place.  The developer has to pay recordation fees, not the City.  
This Ordinance will go to planning commission for a public hearing, then back to City Council for public hearing, if the Council agrees.  The Council stated they would like to move forward.   

· Peterson Industrial Depot, Plat 1A – Final Plat Approval Request
and
· Peterson Industrial Depot, Plat 2A – Final Plat Request
Presented by Jim Bolser

Mr. Bolser combined the discussion of these two Plat requests with the permission of Chairman Pratt.  He stated that both plats came before the Council at a prior meeting under the Utah Industrial Depot name but there was a problem getting the plats recorded with the County because of a pending sale and name change of the depot.  This area now has new owners, the Peterson Industrial Depot.  Peterson Industrial Depot is requesting that Plat 1A be approved to create 102, and Plat 2A be approved to create 201 so it can also be sold.  
Mr. Sant stated that he has seen more activity at the industrial depot in the last year than what UID did over the last 5 years.  The redevelopment agency will bring an ordinance to the Council’s January 7th meeting to approve a PUD to continue this type of development.    

· SR-36 Reconstruction Project Downtown Improvements Discussion

Presented by Jim Bolser

Mr. Bolser introduced Jessica Rice, UDOT Project Manager for the SR-36 project.  He stated that the purpose of this presentation was to provide an update, allow the Council to ask questions, and to discuss a potential conflict in the downtown area.  Mr. Bolser passed out a flyer with information about the reconstruction that would appear in part or whole in the next Ninety North Main.  He wanted to give the Council a chance to see it first.

Ms. Rice stated that UDOT was at about 30% in the design stage.  They have analyzed the existing layout of the existing roadway.  They have also analyzed how to do a consistent design.  She stressed that this is a full pavement reconstruction, which means they are taking all the layers off and putting on new.  The street is in a poorer condition than originally thought, so that's why they are doing full pavement reconstruction.  UDOT plans to put in a storm drain system, look at utilities that will be affected and either loop or redesign them.  Depending on agreements between UDOT and the utilities, the utilities will be reimbursed either 100% or 50% for required relocations.  Ms. Rice went on to say that UDOT will be tearing out the curb and gutter and replacing it.  She stated that there are alot of driveways and accesses that need to be tied in.  There isn’t currently curb and gutter at Steadman's or the ambulance barn which may be an upcoming concern.  She realizes that access to Steadman's during construction is a major concern and they will be addressing that in future meetings.  There is a PR group that will be working with the design team.  They will be meeting with all the property owners to know how they will be working with them on access and entrances.  The Mayor stated that he has already talked with some of the business owners that have talked with the PR group.  The Mayor stated he was happy that business owners had already been contacted.
Ms. Rice stated that she would like to get flyers out as soon as possible.  The flyers will highlight downtown, the entire length of 36, and possibly include business’s logos.  The flyers will also show roads available for use outside of SR-36.  She will be meeting with the Chamber of Commerce to see if businesses would be interested in providing some discounts during construction.  This will help provide outreach to keep people wanting to go to the businesses during the construction.  The flyers will have also a basic schedule, contact information, layout, and helpful hints.  There will also be a website available.  UDOT wants to be proactive to get information out to the public.  

Ms. Rice stated that UDOT will potentially do some visualization to show what the reconstruction is going to look like. They will upgrade the sidewalk, where needed, to meet standards. Some ramps need to be upgraded to be in compliance with ADA.  There are a couple of areas of safety concern, in front of city hall, for instance, does not have a left turn.  Medians and possibly combining accesses will be addressed.  They may also upgrade bus stops and look at bus routes.  

There is not the width currently available for a turn lane in the downtown median.  To make the shoulder consistent, there are areas where some trees or parking may need to be removed.  Ms. Rice asked if the Council would rather eliminate parking or trees?  The Council would like to keep as much parking available as possible.  Mr. Hansen stated that they would like to allow a center lane to turn into the county building and the food bank.  It would widen Main Street in those areas and make it safer to park on Main St.  The Mayor stated that this Main Street construction is not a plan to provide additional parking for the businesses on Main St.  He emphasized that it is a repavement project.  Ms. Rice asked the Council if they would like to have bike lanes.  The Council expressed concern for bikes along Main Street because it was too narrow in the downtown area and people are traveling at high speeds.

Mr. Bolser stated that the City has worked well with the design engineers of this project and UDOT. Ms. Rice expressed appreciation for Mr. Bolser and Mr. Hansen for attending every meeting and being so available.  

Ms. Rice stated that they are planning to have 2 public open houses.  The first one will be in January for people to get an update on the design.  They will have the flyer available at that time.  Mr. Sant suggested training certain people in the City that would be receiving phone calls about the reconstruction, such as Shilo, Jamie and Doreen, so that they can answer the questions as they come in.   

Mr. Hansen mentioned that this reconstruction will also include the completion of sidewalk for all of Main Street.  The design is anticipated to be available for bid the end of March and construction complete by winter of next year.  Chairman Pratt asked about requiring night hours and weekends for construction.  Mr. Bolser stated that all areas may not facilitate those hours because of residences along portions of Main Street, but that is an idea being explored where feasible.  
Ms. Rice stated that they have reached out to utility companies such as Questar and cable companies so that they can do their design at the same time.  Questar has requested a permit to do some work at the same time.  They are having a meeting next week with all utility companies to talk about the reconstruct.  Mayor Dunlavy stated that the City will spend some funds to upgrade utilities while those lines are open.  

4.  Close Meeting to Discuss Property Acquisition and Litigation
Councilman Wardle moved to close the meeting to discuss property acquisition and litigation.  Councilwoman Winn seconded the motion.  The vote was as follows:  Councilwoman Winn, “Aye”, Councilman McCall, “Aye”, Councilman Wardle, “Aye”, and Chairman Pratt, “Aye”.  The meeting closed at 6:15 p.m.

Those in attendance during the closed session were:  Glenn Caldwell, Roger Baker, Jim Bolser, Mayor Patrick Dunlavy, Michelle Pitt, Paul Hansen, Randy Sant, Brian Roth, Councilman McCall, Councilman Wardle, Councilwoman Winn, and Chairman Pratt.  
No minutes were taken on these items.
5.  Adjourn
Councilman McCall moved to adjourn the meeting.  Councilwoman Winn seconded the motion.  The vote was as follows:  Councilwoman Winn, “Aye”, Chairman Pratt, “Aye”, Councilman McCall, “Aye”, and Councilman Wardle, “Aye”.  The meeting adjourned at 6:48 p.m.

The content of the minutes is not intended, nor are they submitted, as a verbatim transcription of the meeting.  These minutes are a brief overview of what occurred at the meeting.
Approved this 7th day of January, 2015
___________________________________________________ 

Brad Pratt, Tooele City Council Chair
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