


BEAR RIVER CITY COUNCIL
PUBLIC HEARING &REGULAR MEETING
October 8, 2025
7:00 PM

ATTENDANCE:  Mayor Armstrong, Council Members Anderson, J Holmgren, and Dallin, Clerk Holmgren, Clerk Andreasen.

VISITORS:  Deputy Lindstrom, Brian Papworth with Senawave

ABSENT: Council Member R Holmgren, Council Member Mecham

WELCOME: Invocation by Council Member Anderson

OPENING CEREMONY:  Pledge of Allegiance

DATE OF NEXT MEETING:  November 12, 2025

MINUTES APPROVED:  Minutes from August 13, 2025 were reviewed by Mayor and Council Members.  Council Member Dallin motioned the minutes from August 13, 2025 be approved.  Council Member J Holmgren seconded the motion.  All voted in approval.

DEPUTY REPORT:    Deputy Lindstrom has been patrolling the park lately.  He has stopped several kids riding motorbikes and 4 wheelers for not having a helmet on.  He has also talked to them about not making a mess of the parking lot and road behind the park.  He also mentioned he has had residents call them about animal issues.  He cannot enforce our ordinances.  Mayor told him to refer the residents to our animal control officer.

PUBLIC COMMENT:  None

EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS:  None

RESOLUTION TO CANCEL ELECTION: Utah State Code authorizes a municipal legislative body to cancel a local election.  The number of municipal officer candidates for the November 4, 2025 election, including any eligible write-in candidates, does not exceed the number of municipal offices for which the candidates have filed.    There are no municipal ballot propositions.  Each municipal officer candidate is considered to be elected to office.  Council Member J Holmgren motioned to approve the resolution to cancel the November 4, 2025 election.  Motion was seconded by Council Member Anderson.  All voted in favor.

POSSIBLE ADOPTION OF THE AMENDED DOG AND ANIMAL ORDINANCE: After input from last month’s public hearing, Council Member Mecham made the following (what he believes to be) minor/technical changes to the proposal following the public hearing held a little while back:
1. Clarified which sections will be repealed in the Land Management Code, namely 7.1.14.1 and 7.1.2.1 (see 09.010 in the draft ordinance)

2. Updated the payment for a third-party professional to "be paid on an hourly negotiation based on fair market value" instead of setting a fixed dollar amount, which could become outdated. (see definition #20)

3. Clarified that a resident can make a complaint in person to an animal control officer (see 04.020 B Remedy)

4. Specified language that animals at large must not approach other animals, such as horses (which can be very dangerous), in addition to pedestrians, bikers, runners, etc. (see 04.050 B Animal Owners Responsibility)  

Council Member Dallin motioned to adopt the Amended Dog and Animal Ordinance.  Motion was seconded by Council Member Anderson.  All voted in favor.

REVIEW PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO THE BUSINESS LICENSE ORDINANCE:  Section 6 deals with food, beverage and mobile businesses.  Most of this section refers to State Code.  Clerk Andreasen sent Section 1 General Provisions to the Attorney for review.  He made a few legal ease adjustments.  This is not ready for approval yet.  This is just breaking it down in sections for review by the council.  The Planning Commission is holding a Public Hearing next Wednesday on the changes in Appendix A and definitions.

REVIEW AND POSSIBLY APPROVE ROCKY MOUNTAIN POWER FRANCHISE ORDINANCE:  This will be tabled until next month.  Council Member Mecham mentioned before the meeting he wasn’t on board with the changes Rocky Mountain Power has made and would like to talk with them.  

REVIEW SENAWAVE FRANCHISE AGREEMENT:  Brian Papworth with SenaWave would like to obtain a Franchise Agreement with Bear River City for placement of fiberoptic cable.  They wouldn’t necessarily be installing for residents in Bear River City, but would need to run a line through Bear River City to get to more rural houses in the county to provide internet. They would be open to installing to residents if they want the service.  Bear River City will send the Franchise Agreement to our attorney for review and then we will get back with SenaWave.

ORDINANCE OF ACCEPTANCE OF THE GRAND HAVEN VILLAGE SUBDIVISION:  The Bear River City Planning Commission and City Council have followed the 2020 edition of Chapter 8 of the Bear River City Land Management and Development Code in approving the Grand Haven Village Subdivision plan and plat.  The developer, DRQ Solutions, LLC, has completed all required improvements according to the April 26, 2021 signed Development Agreement with Bear River City.  The developer has furnished information that all improvements are free and clear of any and all liens and encumbrances.  The developer has made an offer of dedication to the City for all roads, easements, and other applicable public infrastructure within the Subdivision.
The Bear River City Council accepts the offer of dedication for all streets, infrastructure and easements contained in the Grand Haven Village Subdivision.  Council Member J Holmgren motioned to approve the Ordinance of Acceptance of the Grand Haven Village Subdivision.  Motion was seconded by Council Member Anderson.  All voted in favor.

UPDATE ON SUBDIVISION ORDINANCE PROGRESS:  Our Attorney Jay has created a new Subdivision Ordinance using our old ordinance and the new requirements.  Gil, Planning Commission Chairperson Hendrickson, Carol, Sue, Mayor Armstrong and Council Member Mecham have had zoom meetings with the attorney on changes we would like to see in the ordinance.  Jay is working on using the suggestions from the meeting to update the ordinance.  We are just waiting to hear back from him.  One item we need to decide on is who will be the final authority.  We would like to hire someone outside of the town.  Council Member Anderson will look into finding the names of people he had previously research into.  

REVIEW SUGGESTED CONSTRUCTION STANDARDS:  Our attorney told us Construction Standards need to be adopted by ordinance and we should do it right away, even if they aren’t up to date.  It was mentioned also that maybe the Bear River City Construction Standards might need to be updated.  There are changes made with every legislative session, it’s hard to keep up.  Bear River City standards align with code but are getting a little dated (2017 last time adopted).  The Council would like to set up a work meeting with our Engineer Karter to review our standards and work on updating them if needed.  

REVIEW PRIVACY POLICY:  The State is requiring municipalities to have a Privacy Policy in place by the end of this year.  Clerk Holmgren asked Council Member Mecham to help with this.  He has put together a draft of a Privacy Policy for Bear River City.  Council Members would like to take the next month to review this and have Council Member Mecham explain it to them.  Council Member Dallin motioned to table the Privacy Policy until the November Council Meeting.  Motion was seconded by Council Member J Holmgren.  All voted in favor.

DETERMINE NEW GARBAGE FEES TO TAKE EFFECT JANUARY 1, 2026:  Mayor and Council Members are unsure what to set the new garbage fees at for the new year.  Council Members asked Mayor Armstrong to have Accountant Jeff Dallin to come to the November Meeting and explain how we should figure the price to avoid having to do it all over next year because it wasn’t raised enough.  Mayor Armstrong will reach out to Jeff Dallin to see if he can do this for us.

REVIEW 2ND QUARTER FINANCIALS:  Mayor and Council Members reviewed and initialed the 2nd Quarter Financials.

REVIEW AND APPROVE BILLS:  Council Members reviewed and initialed bills for their departments.     Council Member Dallin motioned to approve paying the bills.  Council Member J Holmgren seconded the motion.  Those voting in favor Council Members Anderson, J Holmgren and Dallin.  

COMPLAINTS AND ACTIONS TAKEN: Mayor Armstrong had a complaint from a resident that their neighbor was irrigating wrong and the water is running down the road and destroying the road.  They stated they have talked to the neighbor and nothing has changed.  Lateral ditches are the responsibility of the water owner.  The City does not get involved unless it is damaging City Property.  

DEPARTMENTS:  Sewer:  Almost all the sewer hookups in the Grand Haven Subdivision have had problems.  When Norr’s come out to dig up the line on our side, to fix them Council Member J Holmgren has been having them put a sewer clean out in the lines.  This has been all new technology and we are just working out all the problems.  Council Member J Holmgren would like to see grinders on all new builds.  This would make it a lot easier on our pumps at the ponds.  Grover’s also came out and did some improvements at the sewer ponds.  This will make it so we have met the Dam Safety requirements.

Irrigation:  We need to revisit the lost 2 irrigation shares and get it taken care of.  Council Member Anderson will have Trish with Acme Water contact the Polaris Software Company.  We need to get started on the new software.

Civic Center:  Still have a high-water bill.  Can’t figure out where the leak is.  

Park:  Mayor Armstrong has a person to contact about taking down trees and replacing them. She will reach out to them.  Council Member Dallin is going to keep up the treatment for the infield of the ball diamond.  The grass is coming back really well.  The swings are here and being stored at the fire station.  The cement barrier for the swings will need to be expanded to meet required safety zone.  Alan Christensen will get this taken care of.  He will also be installing the swings.  Wood chips also come with the swing set.  He will probably have them stored at the cemetery.  He will check with Council Member Mecham to make sure this will be ok.  Mayor Armstrong would like to update the painting on the stage area.  Council Member Dallin stated we should ask the community for proposals and then have a committee chose the person to paint it.

Community Halloween Party:  There will be a Youth Council Community Halloween Party here at the Civic Center on October 24th at 7:00 pm.  There will be a Costume and Pumpkin Carving Contest (prizes will be awarded), Music, Video Booth, and Root beer Floats.

ADJOURNMENT:  Council Member Dallin motioned to adjourn at 8:45 pm. Council Member Anderson seconded the motion.  All voted in approval.

Minutes approved November 12, 2025.

											   ________________________________________________
							Megan Armstrong, Mayor 

Attest:

___________________________________________
Town Clerk or Deputy Clerk
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