
San Rafael Conservation District

Thursday August 14th, 2025, 10:30 a.m.
USDA Service Center
1090 North Des Bee Dove Rd, Castle Dale UT 84513
ATTENDING: Roger Barton, Ted Curtis, Dusty Huntington, Sabrina Greenwood (NRCS), Leland Sasser, Michael Ralphs, Ryan Jones, Julie Weber, Shelley Barton
Motion to approve the agenda and minutes made by Roger Barton and seconded by Ted Curtis – Approved
Conservation Business

Grazing Improvement – Roger and Dusty discussed what they need to do to get a water project started.  The district will sponsor an information meeting the first part of November.  They want feedback from the cattlemen.  They also want to invite the BLM, Forest Service and any other agencies that could participate. 
Manti LaSal Management Plan Draft – Roger explained that we are cooperators and need to attend and participate in the meeting that will be held on Aug. 26th, 9:00-4:00 at the Carbon County fairgrounds.
Mike Ralphs said there is an opportunity to take a pre-meeting survey.  Roger filled out the survey, but recommends that Mike represent the district.  Mike is agreeable to that.  Mike explained that a lot of the material the district suggested is included in the plan. 
Mike liked that grazing is recognized as playing an important role and having an economic impact in communities.  They need to deal with the condition of the land not the policy.  He is concerned that in the guidelines, it specifies a 4 inch stubble in riparian areas, which opposes the statement above on considering the condition of the range.  This is the club the environmental groups are using to get livestock off.  We need to let the Forest Service know that we are aware of that and that it has been a long running battle.
Mike explained that under ‘Livestock Grazing and Range Management’, they include working with partners and that opens the door for any special interest group.  Mike worries that the Forest Service is hiding under this statement.  

The supervisors really appreciate the work Mike has done and expressed thanks to him.
2026 Scope of Work – The supervisors reviewed the Scope of Work and made a couple of additions. 
Motion to approve the 2026 Scope of Work, with a couple of additions, made by Roger Barton and seconded by Ted Curtis – Approved

2025 Annual Report – Ryan explained that he added a few items, like the Muddy Project and also the pioneer cabins in Orangeville that the district supported and had service from the FFA.  

Motion to approve the Annual Report made by Ted Curtis and seconded by Roger Barton – Approved   
FY25 Self Evaluation Form - Dusty signed the form stating that the district doesn’t have any red flags and will need to adjust the capital projects classification in the financial records.  They will hold a Public Hearing in September and eliminate Capital Projects and amend the budget.  
UACD Dues and Letter – UACD has increased their dues from $500 to $750 per year.  They sent a letter justifying their actions.  We will need to adjust our budget to cover that.

Motion to pay the increased amount for UACD’s dues and the Ag in the Classroom contribution, made by Ted Curtis and seconded by Roger Barton - Approved        
Water Optimization Survey – Supervisors helped Ryan fill out the survey.  
Finance: The following bills were paid in July and were ratified:

Emery Telcom (Advertising)





$   96.28


Hansen’s Equipment Services (OTG #1)


        $12,556.40


Total





                    $12,652.68


UACD Dues







 $875.00

Motion to ratify the bills paid in July and pay the additional bill to UACD made by Ted Curtis and seconded by Roger Barton – Approved 

Employee Report – Ryan said they have hired a new employee and he will start in October.  
Meetings/Trainings/Upcoming Events:
Manti-La Sal National Forest Cooperators Meeting, August 26, 2025, 9:00-4:00   Price, UT 
UACD Convention November 5-6, St. George

Motion to approve the supervisor’s attendance at these meetings made by Ted Curtis and seconded by Roger Barton - Approved
 NRCS Business:
Motion to close the regular meeting and go into a closed meeting to discuss NRCS contracts, made by Ted Curtis and seconded by Roger Barton – Approved      
Motion to adjourn the closed meeting made by Roger Barton and seconded by Ted Curtis – Approved
Motion to approve seven NRCS contracts made by Roger Barton and seconded by Ted Curtis – Approved
FSA Business – It was explained that Mistie is hiring off the street.  Please spread the word to anyone you think would be good at the job.  The position cannot be advertised.
SERA Forms were signed.
Motion to adjourn made by Roger Barton at 12:10 p.m.                  1.5 hrs

Next Meeting- September 11th   
San Rafael Conservation District is legally classified as a limited purpose local government entity and a political subdivision of the state (Title 17D – Chapter 03).

