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This primer is intended to serve as a guide for members of the Utah State Historic Preservation Review 
Board to aid in understanding the process of reviewing National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) 
nominations. 
 
The National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) is the federal government's official list of sites that 
are important in American history, architecture, archeology, and engineering.  Sites do not have to be 
of national significance to be listed in the National Register; actually, the majority of listed properties 
possess only state or local significance.   
 
The purpose of the program is to recognize and encourage the preservation of historic properties.  
Contrary to popular belief, the National Register provides virtually no protection.  Most protection 
comes only at the local level through ordinances passed by elected officials or donated preservation 
easements.  Benefits of designation include federal and/or state tax credits for rehabilitating historic 
buildings, and possible grants, when funds are available. 
 
The Utah State Historic Preservation Office (USHPO) administers the National Register program in 
Utah.  Anyone can nominate a property by submitting a completed form to the USHPO. Nominations 
are reviewed first on the state level by the Board of State History, and if approved, forwarded to the 
National Park Service in Washington, D.C., for final review. 
 
In order to qualify for the National Register, buildings, structures, objects, sites or districts must: 
 
1.  Be at least 50 years old. 
2.  Retain their historic or architectural integrity (that is, look about the same as when they were built) 
3.  Be significant under at least one of the following four categories: 
 A. Associated with important events or broad patterns of historical development 
 B. Associated with persons significant in our past 
 C. Architecture: Represent significant styles, methods of construction, or work of important 

architects or builders 
 D. Potential to yield information (Archeology) 
 

 
 Board Review of Nominations 
 

The Board of State History must review all National Register nominations that are submitted for 
resources located on private property before they are forwarded to the Keeper of the National Register. 
At least 30 days prior to the Review Board meeting, property owners and public officials must be 
officially notified of the proposed National Register nominations. Certified Local Governments (CLG) 
are notified 60 days in advance.  
 
Owners are provided an opportunity to comment and/or object to the nomination. If the owner objects, 
the Board/SHPO can elect to drop the nomination from Board review, or can proceed with the review 
and, provided the nomination is approved by the Board, forward the it to the Keeper for a 
Determination of Eligibility (but not a listing). 
 



The Board has the option of approving, rejecting, or tabling the nominations presented at the Review 
Board meeting. If the Board rejects a nomination that the property owners or others feel is eligible, that 
decision may be appealed to the Board for reconsideration.  
 
Nominations that are ultimately judged ineligible by the Board may not be submitted to the National 
Register Office for review and evaluation. Or they may be forwarded with request for a final decision 
from the Keeper. If the State Historic Preservation Officer disagrees with the board’s decision, he/she 
may submit the nomination with his/her opinion concerning whether or not the property meets the 
criteria for evaluation along with the opinion of the review board. 
 
For nominations approved by the Board and the State Historic Preservation Officer, official National 
Register nomination forms should be completed and, after careful review by the staff, forwarded to the 
National Register Office for final evaluation.  The SHPO or staff should request substantive review of 
any nominations that they feel may not be eligible or adequately documented but which the Board has 
approved. 

 
 

 
 

 
  
 


