 
Meeting Minutes
Emery County Public Lands Council
October 7, 2025
10:00 AM
______________________________________________________________________________

PLC: Rod Player, Ben Grimes, Les Wilberg, Sherrel Ward, Bruce Wilson, Ray Petersen, Leon McElprang, Varian Allen
Excused: Travis Richards, Kim McFarlane
PL STAFF: Jim Jennings (ECPL), Jan Olsen (Assistant)
VISITOR: Commissioner Jordan Leonard, Commissioner Dennis Worwood, Commissioner Keven Jensen, AnnDee Mead (Travel Director), Nicole Nielson (PLPCO), Julie Johansen (ETV), Wayne Ludington (SRBCH), Ed Geary, Jaden Mead (BLM), Cash Stallings (UDWRi), Tifnie Hansen (State Parks), Dal Grey (DOGM), Terri & Don Bennett 
Electronically:  Joel Brown (Senator Lee), Ben Grimes (PLC), Ron Dunn (Cong Kennedy) 

1. Welcome	
Chairman Rod Player opened the meeting by welcoming everyone and announcing that several government agencies would not be reporting due to the government shutdown.

          
2. Approval of Minutes for Sept 2, 2025.
A motion was requested to approve the September meeting minutes. Leon McElprang asked for further discussion before the motion. Sherrill Ward inquired about the letter sent to the BLM regarding the wild horse gathering. It was confirmed that three letters from the council, Emery County commissioners, and PLPCO were sent, but no response has been received yet.

Additionally, a question was raised about the locked gate on the county road leading into Rilda Canyon. Commissioner Jensen explained that North Emery Water Users requested the gate remain locked due to their water treatment plant below the canyon. He has asked the District to discuss and respond to this issue, and a reply is still pending.

Varian Allen motioned to approve the September 2 meeting minutes, and Bruce Wilson seconded the motion. The motion passed.

	
3.	Traffix Report by AnnDee Mead, EC Tourism Director
AnnDee's presentation regarding the Tourism Department's recent rebranding initiative and the use of TRAFx counters.

The new brand, "Life Energized - Visit Emery County," focuses on four main areas: promoting the energy sector, prioritizing local events, showcasing public lands, and strategically managing Transient Room Tax (TRT) funds. These funds are designated for investments in trails, roads, and visitor centers, as well as supporting the Sheriff's and Road Departments.

Emery County has also acquired and deployed TRT-funded TRAFx counters on BLM land. These counters supplement existing BLM devices by tracking vehicle passes, providing valuable data for both entities. AnnDee presented the following traffic counts for specific locations:

* **Buckhorn Draw:** Peaked in 2021, with May as the busiest month, recording an average daily traffic of 42.3 vehicles between 12 p.m. and 2 p.m.
* **Buckhorn Reservoir:** Peaked in April 2025, with an average of 120.9 vehicles between 10 a.m. and 6 p.m.
* **Cedar Mountain Overlook:** Peaked in May 2022, with 5 vehicles.
* **Wedge Overlook:** Recorded 35 vehicles in April 2021.
* **Temple Mountain:** Recorded 57.6 vehicles in April 2021.


4.	Discuss Emery County General Plan
Jim Jennings, the Public Lands Administrator, presented this draft and requested that our council review it and provide comments via email. This is particularly important given that a significant portion of Emery County consists of public lands.

Once our comment period concludes, a public hearing will be held to gather input from the general public before the final plan is adopted.

For your awareness, Bio West and the Public Lands Policy Coordinating Office (PLPCO) have been collaborating with the county on this plan to ensure alignment between county and state objectives and federal agency plans.
  

5.	Agency Reports and Council Member Comments

*Utah State Department of Agriculture
No one in attendance

*Utah Division of Outdoor Recreation 
No one in attendance

*Division of Water Rights (DWRi) 
Cash Stallings, regarding the ongoing Colorado River controversy. He presented a report on the lack of progress in reaching a compromise between the Lower Basin and the Upper Basin, which includes Utah.

He reiterated the critical need for an agreement by November, with a written document finalized by February. If this deadline is not met, the Bureau of Reclamation will intervene. The original 1922 agreement is set to expire, and any water rights established after 1922 could be subject to changes under a priority-based system to address shortages.

These are complex issues with no easy solutions, primarily because demand continues to outpace supply, making future planning incredibly difficult. We should anticipate that next year could bring significant changes compared to previous years, as water cuts will need to be shared across all users.




*Utah State Parks 
Tiffany Hansen reports that the Bouldering Fest was a success and that they helped with the cleanup.   Getting trails ready for snowmobillers and at Millstie, they will be removing the docks, but other docks will remain for a couple more weeks. 

*Manti-LaSal National Forest (MLNF)
No one in attendance

*Trust Lands Administration (TLA)
Rod Player reported that the volunteers are still working and that the timber sales are remaining the same.

*Division of Wildlife Resources (DWR) 
No one in attendance 
*Division of Oil, Gas, and Mining (DOGM)
Dal reported three new drilling permits in the Green River area of Grand County. He mentioned that the drilling is taking place in the Wattis Mine to assess the extent of a fire in that old mine area.

*BLM
No one in attendance. 

*PLPCO
Nicole reported that the public land rule was rescinded, and we are happy about that. She also stated that PLPCO continues to advocate for and promote multiple uses of BLM lands. She also mentioned that the state is assisting in keeping state and national parks operational.

The Forest Plan is currently on hold until federal employees return to work.

*Washington Delegation Staff
Ronn Dunn spoke about a bill related to conservation easements, which requires counties to allocate 20% of rollback property tax funds to open and agricultural land preservation, including funding for conservation easements.
                                                                                                                          
     6.	Commission Comments on Public Land Items
Comm Worwood reports that Long Street is still in the deposition process.  Jim Jennings stated that he received an email, so things are moving back and forth.  
Comm Jensen is still working on the Cleveland Reservoir.  
Comm Worwood would like to find more information on the Reservoir.   He has not found the information he is looking for from 1911.   Needing the deed.   Cash Stallings is going to look for some records in his office.  Have the survey done and pay for those by 1910, but can not find the records. 

     7.	Additional Issues From Council Members
Leon addressed the Rilda gate again.  Something is wrong with this gate being locked.  Just concerned about it, would like a better answer.  Comm Jensen is just giving the North Emery Water Board time to discuss and report on this.   The county can go unlock it,  just wanting that board a chance to RESPOND, be patient.   Comm Worwood stated that they have had some E. coli issues, and that could be a concern. 

Board member seats expiring.


     8.   Concerned Citizens with Emery County-related issues 
Nothing at this time. 

     9.   Adjourn 


