Emery County Public Lands Meeting
December 2, 2014
10:00a.m. Emery County Courthouse

Present:  
PLC:  Ed Geary, Rod Player, Jon Gilbert, Sherrel Ward, Bruce Wilson, Mistie Christiansen
PLC Staff:  Ray Petersen, Tammy Tucker

Public:  Jaydon Mead, Justin Hart, Marc Stilson, Garrick Hall, Matt Blocker, Matt Gochis, Darren Olsen, Mark Pentecost, Keith Brady, Aaron Farmer, Brad Petersen, Kristi Maxwell, Laurel Nielsen, Paula Wellnitz, Paul Cowley, Jonathan Hunt, Kelsey Berg, Hannah Lockhart, Wayne Ludington
Excused:  
1. Welcome:  Ed welcomed everyone and opened meeting.  
2.  Approval of Minutes:  Rod Player made motion to accept the November 4, 2014 PLC Meeting Minutes as recorded, seconded by Bruce Wilson, motion carried. 
3.  Chairman Comments:  Ed stated that Chuck Semborski, whose term is up at the end of the year, has elected not to reapply.  Ed passed around a card for everyone to sign or add comment and it will be sent to him.  The others whose terms are also up at the end of the year are Jon Gilbert and Mistie Christiansen.  Ed encouraged them to reapply.  
Ed is cautiously optimistic about the upcoming year as we now have two Congressman stepping into influential positions in the House of Representatives and our Senators will be on the majority side now and his view is if they can’t get anything positive done in this Congress when can we?  The major committee chair is usually in a good position to get action on his pet legislation but there is also the possibility of derailment.  He is looking forward to seeing what happens in the next year.
4.  County Commission Report on Land Use Bill:  Commissioner Nelson gave his farewell speech as outgoing Commissioner and stated that he has submitted his application to be on this committee.
5.  Approval of 2015 Meeting Dates:  Ed stated that the Council will meet on the first Tuesday of each month beginning January 6, 2015.  Bruce Wilson made motion to approve the meeting dates, seconded by Rod Player, motion carried.
6.  Agency Reports and Council Member Comments: 
Division of Water Rights (DWRi):  Marc gave an update on the snow totals – the Price center shows that we are at 84% of normal and a couple of the stations are above 100%.  It has started off good but we need a lot more snow.  
There is one piece of legislation worth keeping an eye on that is coming up at the end of the year and it deals with how the state engineer handles change applications.   
Another bill, sponsored by Kay McIff, would require irrigation companies to act on use change requests in a timely manner.  There was some discussion among the council as to whether this bill will be reintroduced in 2015, and if so, whether the PLC would take a position on it.  They decided to wait and see what happens and will decide on a position at the February meeting.
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Division of Oil, Gas and Mining (DOGM):  None
Division of Wildlife Resources (DWR):  Justin reported that a Bighorn sheep was seen in the Cleveland-Elmo area but turned out to be an exotic sheep and they don’t know where it came from.  
In regards to the Quagga mussels, they have been found below Glen Canyon Dam so it is clear that lower Lake Powell is heavily infested and they are moving down through the dam into the river.  They had personnel at Bullfrog, through November, talking to boaters about the issue.  This winter they will continue to work with their national park partners as well as local groups and will also try to get funds from the Legislature.  They would like to formulate a containment plan on Lake Powell whether it is a Division of Wildlife operation or a State Park operation or a combination of both.  If they do get some funding they would like to aggressively attack Lake Powell, will try to maintain a rigorous presence there, and talk to as many people as possible and hopefully de-contaminate boats as they are leaving.  
On Saturday, December 6th there will be a Bighorn Sheep Watch down at Green River.  They will meet at the John Wesley Powell Museum at 8:00am and will caravan up the river.  On Saturday, December 13th there will be a 3-D shoot at the Blanding Shooting Range and on December 20th the Moab Bird Club will hold their Annual Christmas Bird Count.  
School and Institutional Trust Lands Administration (SITLA):  None
Manti-LaSal National Forest (MLNF):  Darren introduced Mark Pentecost, their new Forest Supervisor for the Manti-LaSal.  Mark stated that he came from the Superior National Forest in Minnesota.  He looks forward to working with everyone.  
Darren reported in regards to the Greens Hollow EIS that they are planning a Final Supplemental EIS and a Draft Record of Decision in January and will have more information for our next meeting.  

Wood permits expired November 30th and are now done until June 1st.  They are selling Christmas tree permits and they are available at their office in Ferron, in Price, at Main Street Market in Ferron, and another business in Price after hours.  
In the Trails Meeting held this morning, the group met and they continue to talk about the Des Bee Dove Trail.  

Their seasonal jobs for 18 years and older, if interested, now is the time to apply.  So if you know someone, please let them know.  They jobs can be found on the USAJobs.gov website.

Ray asked about fire wood permits.  Would it be considered, since we have had a couple of fires and there is dead wood out there, if there is any way to allow access to some of this wood to be harvested.  Darren responded that they have a limit of 150 feet off the road.  They would have to look at this on a case by case basis.  
They continue to look at the trail off Wagon Road Ridge maybe into next fall.  

Utah Grazing Improvement Program (GIP):  None
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Utah State Parks & Recreation:  Jonathan reported that they pulled their docks off the boat ramps yesterday.  Scofield is frozen and they have plans for an Ice Fishing Tournament on Saturday, December 27th and encourage everyone to attend. You can signup for the tournament on their website at stateparks@utah.gov and the fee is $15.  They will also give out several thousand dollars worth of prizes.  They are meeting with the states risk management to update their website so they can state whether the ice is safe or not.  You will be able to look at the different reservoirs to decide where to ice fish.

Aaron reported that they just finished up their fall season.  Visitation and revenue were up at Green River, Green River Golf course, and Goblin Valley.  This winter at the Green River Golf Course they are working with the county to put in a county geo cache.  At Goblin Valley there will be the cash collection for the people doing the geo cache.  They are looking at a Foot Golf Course as well as a Big Pole Golf at the Green River Golf Course.  These are proposals being put forth by the PGA and the CEO of Taylor Made to increase or get new people to play golf.  They are also looking at doing renovations to the Club House this winter.  
They just completed the archaeological clearance for a mountain bike trail at Goblin Valley and are waiting for required permits and stuff from SHPO and hope to have going this coming Spring.   On Thursday, he will taking their Heritage Coordinator and a graphic designer down Buckhorn Wash all the way down to Goblin Valley to look at interpretive panels to get some ideas for some possible interpretive panels down along Temple Mountain.  Mistie stated that in talking with grazers when they do some of these interpretive panels they will try to find funding to add some information about grazing on state and public lands on these panels.  They are interested in partnering with State Parks and thinks she can find funding for their portion.  
At Green River State Park they will be doing some facility upgrades during the winter time. They will be installing new grills, new frost free caps in the campground, and building a new dump station.  
Washington Delegation Staff:  Hannah from Senator Lee’s Office reported that the Senate is in session for the next two weeks.  They have a few things that they have to get done before they leave for Christmas.  Number one is they have to have a funding mechanism to continue to fund the government and haven’t seen any language from the House on how long the funding mechanism would be and it needs to happen before December 12th.  Also, there may be a possible tax extenders package and possible national defense offer.  They will reintroduce a majority of their bills the beginning of next year.  
Kelsey from Congressman Chaffetz’s Office reported that they had a great month as a Utah Delegation in the House as Jason was nominated to be the Oversight and Government Reform Committee Chairman and Rob Bishop was nominated to the Natural Resource Committee Chairman.  Governor Herbert will be the president of the National Governors Association, Senator Kurt Randall from the State Legislature will be president of the National Caucus of State Legislature and Ralph Becker will be the chair of the National Coalition of Cities.  It is a good time to be a Utahan and to be able to show the rest of the country what we are doing here in Utah that makes things work.  
They have joined with other delegations to send a letter to Secretary McArthur of the EPA hoping as they re-look at their rules for the ozone that they need to take into account rural Utah and the intermountain west has a different starting ozone layer rather than the urban communities so our rural communities and areas don’t get penalized for things they can’t control.  They hope the Supreme Court this next year will pickup 111B- New EPA Carbon Rules and hopefully will bring down some control on all these rules and regulations.  
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In regards to other counties land use plans, they are pretty much in the same place as last month.  San Juan County has finished up all their meetings and is now in the public comment period which will end on the 30th.  They will go through those comments and their Public Lands Council will put together a proposal to give to their Commissioners for their approval and it will then be sent on to Rob.  Carbon County is still working on putting their group together in the next couple of weeks. They have a lot less land to look at compared to some of the other counties.  Uintah County had their open house last week or the week before Thanksgiving and she has not heard how that went.  They are still looking at expanding their High Uintah Wilderness and are in discussions with grazers.

Bureau of Land Management (BLM):  Matt Gochis reported that last month they did a project with the Sage Riders out at Five Miles of Hell where they painted the track so it is visible.   They installed a cattle guard at Cottonwood Canyon with Dean King who was really happy with the result.  
They have a couple of scoping projects coming up – they have been working with the Forest Service and other agencies with Joes Valley and are trying to get a public scoping period out around December 15th.  In January, they will have a Travel and Transportation and it is for the San Rafael Desert.  They will have a Scoping Meeting on January 21st in Green River at the John Wesley Powell Museum from 4:00-8:00pm and the next night January 22nd here in Castle Dale.  
7.  Additional Issues from Council Members:  Ray introduced Brad Peterson from the Governors Office who is on the Utah Office of Outdoor Recreation.  Brad thanked Commissioner Nelson for his years of service.  The Office of Outdoor Recreation was started about a year and half ago and was divided into thirds – rural, urban, and public lands.  
They are looking at doing legislation to implement a Rescue Assistance Card Program.  It is voluntary and is for one year with a fee of $20/individual and $30/family and will be online like fishing licenses.  He is presenting Thursday to the Search and Rescue Advisory Committee in Salt Lake to get all the Sheriffs input.  
They are also working on the State Online Trail System which includes all outdoor recreational activities.  He is working with the State GIS Department to put together a massive database with help from the counties, BLM, FS, and Utah State Parks.  All the OHV data will go into this database and they will try to go live with it sometime in the next month.    

Through the Public Lands Initiative he and Wade Garrett have been working with the Dominguez-Escalante National Conservation Area in Colorado and are trying to get some feedback from them on how their NCA has gone.  They are interested in bringing over their Advisory Committee for a meeting possibly in Green River on either the 16th, 17th, or 18th of this month.  
They will have the Outdoor Retailers Show in Salt Lake at the end of January.  

Sherrel gave the water report.  We are at 82% of the water/snow equivalent; Clear Creek is 60%; Mammoth-Cottonwood is 86%; Red Pine is 104% and Buck Flat is 119%. Year percentage to date is 60%.  The reservoirs are good – Mammoth/Huntington – 67%; Cleveland – 70%; Huntington North – 94%; Millers Flat – 57%; Joes Valley – 66%; Millsite – 74%; Electric Lake – 62%.  
Public Lands Meeting

December 2, 2014

Page 5

Rod stated that in their Trails Committee Meeting next month, and if everything goes well, they will have a non-motorized trails map ready to go to publishing.  

8.  Concerned Citizens:  Paula Wellnitz asked if anyone was following the Trans-Pacific Partnership and how it is being worked on and developed for approval.  She has been following it and its relationship to agriculture.  She passed out a handout of an article “Free Trade is a Windfall for the U.S. Ag”.  
9.  Adjourn:  Bruce Wilson made motion to adjourn, seconded by Rod Player, meeting adjourned. 
1/6/15 – Minutes approved as recorded.

