Great Salt Lake Advisory Council Meeting – September 10th, 2025
Location:  Eccles Wildlife Education Center
(Video Recording: https://www.youtube.com/live/dkVMD9LZvwo)
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Notes

Welcome and Introductions (00:00:04)
(video truncated)  

Approval of Agenda and Meeting Notes (00:4:45)
Agenda and Notes Approved.

Update from the Office of the Great Salt Lake Commissioner (00:6:15)
Hannah Freeze, Deputy Commissioner, provided an update on the recent activities of the Commissioner’s Office.  She highlighted recent lake water levels and salinity and upcoming legislation which will give FFSL more flexibility in berm management. She discussed the efforts of the Agricultural Water Leasing Program and updating the GSLAC in the future.  She also included a reminder about the GSL Water Delivery Program with $53M in available grant funding. 

Updates on Phragmites Control and Research (00:16:05) 
Keith Hambrecht (FFSL) and Chad Cranney (DWR) provided an overview on their Phragmites control efforts on Utah Lake and GSL which includes a multi-year effort involving herbicide application, physical removal, and long-term maintenance and restoration on ~180,000 acres of wetlands around GSL.

(00:50:05) Gabe Svobodny (FFSL) and Pete Goodwin (UGS) provided an overview of current Phragmites mapping efforts including automated, drone imagery, and challenges of mapping vegetation on GSL.   This included case studies in the Bear River Migratory Bird Refuge, Farmington Bay WMA, and lake-wide mapping efforts

(01:06:05) Claire Spangenberg and Pul Inkenbrandt (UGS) discussed Phragmites evapotranspiration effects on hydrology including ongoing efforts to measure ET.

(01:16:05) Rachel Wood (BYU) presented on her research into glyphosphate persistence and its effects on microbial communities.

(01:30:00) Karin Kettering (USU) discussed wetland restoration and revegetation efforts on GSL including building species portfolios, challenges of seed dormancy, seeding rates, and developing capacity and guidance for restoration.




Update on projects for FY2026 (01:45:25)
Angela Gong, FFSL, provided an update to the Consequences of Drying Lakes around the World study which will include a kickoff with SWCA to scope the project and the win/win solution video project for which they are currently reviewing proposals.   

Public Comments (01:46:300)
Lynn De Freitas announced the Friends of Great Salt Lake Fall fundraiser on October 9th (info on website). Laura Vernon announced the Utah State Water Talks for the Utah State Water Plan in September and October and their efforts on hiring contractors for the GSL Basin Integrated Plan. Soren Simonson (JR Commission and Watershed Council) announced the Get to the River Festival events and lecture series (gettotheriver.org). Angela Gong announced that FFSL is changing the timeline for the Tech Team grants which will be open to proposals in October.

Other Member Discussion, Recommendations & Actions (01:50:10)
No items from Council Members

Adjourn (01:51:05)

Meeting Schedule 
Next meeting: Wednesday, November 12th
